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READER. 


EZ HAT I may not incurr the Blame of 
VISY thoſe who Publiſh Books, and after- 
SNOTu wards ſo alter or enlarge them, as 
to make the Readers Loſers by the 
Purchaſe they had made of the | 
Firſt Edition, as well as for a more 
| yg weighty Reaſon, which is too well 
US ASADS known to need my mentioning ; 


SRFALERIESS [think fir to ve an Account of 
what is ſaid in the 77tle Page, viz. That this Book is mow 
firft publiſhed by me. 


It is well known, that the Seven Famous Biſhops, who 
Rood in the Gap when Popery and Abſolute Power were 
breaking in upon us, under pretence of Indulgence to 
Tender Conſciences againſt Law, declared at the ſaine 


' time their Readineſs to Conſear to /uch Laws, as to 7hat 


End ſhould be regularly made: And herein they were 
generally applauded, And ſince Our mow Gracious King 
made it one of his fir/ſ# Cares to invite and warrant a 
Convocation, to make ſuch Changes in our Liturgy, and 


(a) other 
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other Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, as to them ſhould ſeem 
requiſite for the aforeſaid purpoſe ; 1 had not the Patience 
to be ſilent at ſuch a time, nor yet the Saucineſs, by any 
point-blank Addreſs, to direCt that Venerable Body in what 
they had to do. But I conceived that a Rational Account 
of the Deſign of the Goſpel, and of the Duty of Faith, ag 
it might, for its ow# ſake, find a Welcome with Divzes, 
ſo might it withal enlarge ſome of their Minds to a more 
Comprehenſive Charity than many have attained to. 
And ſince a Mind onee duly enlarged, is /o on all ſides , 
and we allow Liberty with the ſame Charity or Rigour 
in Matters of Worſhip, wherewith we do it in Matters of 
Faith, weighing at the ſame Beam a Rite 1n the oze, and 
a Dotctrine in the other, I was not without hope, rhat a 
Diſcourſe of this nature might do ſome Service, 1n the great 
Afﬀair which the Convocation was to meet about. 


But, as I intended to Communicate what I wrote, 
only to the Members of that Convocation, ſo I penned 
it with leſs Caution than was neceſſary for what was to 
be expoſed to every Vulgar Eye. I conceived, that 
Learned Perſons ſhould not need to be told, How great 
a Difference there is between Aſſerting 4 Truth, and /m- 
poſing it as an Article of Faith : Or between Dexying the 
Belief of a Dottrine to be of Abſolute Neceſſity to Salvation, 
and Denying or Oueſtioning the Truth thereof. But I ſoon 
found my ſelf miſtaken. And I likewiſe found that too 
many others were in the Temper of the major part of the 
Lower Houſe of Convocation ; who inſtead of concurrin 
with the Biſhops, in a charitable and dutiful Forwardne 
to comply with Z7is Majeſty in his Deſign of Calling 
them together, did neceſſitate him to diſable them for doing 
any thing at all. 


Upon 
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Upon this Diſappointment this 77eatiſe had been quite 
ſ#ppreſt, had I not communicated four or fve Copies to 
ſo many particular Friends, preſuming they would have 
gone no farther : But though I kept my ſelf Maſter of 
all the rej, it was, unknown to me, new-Printed and 
Publiſhed. So it got the Honour, which giveth Price to 
whatſoever Books it is beſtowed upon ; and what 


my ſelf have gotten by it, I think not fit here to 


boaſt. 


Though there hath been already enough done by ano- 
ther Pen, to purge it from its pretended Crimes of' S9- 
cinianiſm and wor(e, yet that Charity which alone at firſt 
moved me to write it, doth zow induce me to comp 
with thoſe, who took offence at ſome Clauſes, and mit- 
took my whole Meaning. For their ſakes thoſe Offenſive * 
Clauſes are either /eft out, or ſo altered, as to be made to 
ſpeak my Sence more clearly ; and the Doftrines of the 
Holy TRINITY and INCARNATION are inſer- 
ted ; which I was ſuſpefted to disbelieve, becauſe I did 
not expreſly declare my Opinion concerning them : Which 
I could not think one in »»y Circumſtances needed to 


have done. And in this Rewiew I have moreover a little 
ſhortened ſome Chapters, by ſtriking out here and there 


a Paragraph which came 1n but by the Bye, and I thought 
might be well ſpared. 


But as for that which ſome are moſt oFended with, 
I cannot therein ſubmit ro the leaſt Compliance; I mean 
theſe Words in the Concluſion. 


This is the ſingular Honour of the Reformers of our 
Church, This makes it the beſt Conſtituted Church 4m the 
World, that in her Departure from the Corruptions of Rome, 

(a2) She 
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She departed not from Charity : That She imitated the 
great Apoltle*'s Conduit, becoming 4 Papiſt to the Papiſts, 
that by all means She might gain ſome of the Papiſts. For 
rhis good reaſon, She kept the Beſt ColleCs i» the Roman 
Liturgy, all that was juſtifiable in their Litany, and all their 
Creeds : 1» their Rubricks, many of their Feaſts, moſt of 
their Falts, aud ſome of their Ceremonies: And the Succeſs 
juitified this Condutt, till a Bull from Rome blaſted the Fruit, 
which ſuch fair Bloſſoms promiſed. But ſince that time, as She 
hath gotten none from Rome, ſo hath She on the other ſide 


loft many of her own, whoſe narrower Souls could not ſwallow 


ſuch things, as were in no other relation valuable, but what 
they carried to ſo good an end, And now more than au Hun- 
dred Tears Bxpertence calleth upon the ſame Charity, to tick 
about and ſteer a contrary Courſe, 


It is a (general Rule, and pratis'd by all good Phyſuctans, 
fo obſerve whethey their Preſcriptions do more Good or Hurt ; 
weither would he be faithful either to his Patient or his Pro- 
ſeſſion, that ſhould ob#inately ſtick to his fir#t Orders, in con- 
tradiftion to Experience. It hath pleaſed our Gracious King 
to Invite and Authoriſe the Prelates and Repreſentatives of 
our Church, to pradtiſe the ſame Charity towards our diſtem- 
per'd Church and State : Ani it will be agreat diſappointment 
both to His Majeſty and his good People, if ſo glorzous an Op- 
portunity prove fruitleſs : Nor will thoſe who glory in the 
Charatter of Church-of-England-men make good their claim 
to it, if they really diſhonour the Church, by YENOUNCIUG 
her Spirit of Charity 3 ſuppoſing to Honour her by their 
ſtiffneſs to thoſe Conſtitutions, whoſe very Authors ( were they 
now living and true to their own Reaſons) muſt be willing 
to Aboliſh. 
" If cis were the Damnable Hereſie which raiſed ſuch 
Storms, I muſt Rand them as I may; for I am - far 

rom 


Tothe READER. 
from Renouncing it, that I think nothing can be more Sea: 
fonable than to Publiſh it, together with the Treatiſe 
which it cloſed. For tho' that bright Day be paſt, which 
gave us ſuch hopes of Uniting the more Sober Diſſenters 
to the Church, yer thoſe back Clouds which now Threaten 
us, do give us a new and {tronger Motive, to conſider the 
things which belong to our Peace. We hear not only of 
Mutinous Talk, but of down -right Conſpiracies ; which 
ſhew many of the /ame men who were lately fo very ſick of 
King Fames, to be no /e/s flick of King Wiliam : Yea, and 
that /ome of them Wiſh for the Cruel French to deliver 
them from his Government. what can be the Cauſe of ſo 
Great, ſo Sudden a Change ? whoſe Property hath He lnva- 
ded ? whoſe Liberty hath He Reſtrained ? whom hath He 
in any kind Provoked ? Yea, What hath He not done that 
He'might Oblige us? To what Toyls, to what Dangers, 
hath He expoſed His Perſon; and what Reſt hath He 
given His Mind, ever ſince He firſt Engaged Himſelf, His 
Life and Fortunes, for our Deliverance ? I know no other' 
way. to Uanriddle ſo ſtrange a Phoznomenon, in refe-' 
rence to the Perſons. I am ſpeaking of, but His ſhewing 
ſuch Forwardneſs to Indulge Diſſenters, and their Jea- 
louſy that he may hereafter EfteQt that Deſign, in a way 
different from that moſt regular one, in which he found 
ſo great Diſcouragement : And their moſt unreaſonable 
Jealouſy too, in {pight of all His Majeſties moſt Gracious 
Aſſurances to the contrary, that He deſigns to make his 
Church not unlike to that, in which ZZimfelf was Educa- 
ted. Whereupon they think, That ſuch a Prote/#ant Church 
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-a$ ours, may be Safer under a Popiſh King, than under 
ſuch a Proteitant King, as they will have His preſent Ma- 
Jeſty to be. Againſt ſuch Thoughts, and hoſe who will 
-have them the Cognizance of true Church of Englana men, 
I will only Oppoſe thc ſe Words of the Arch-Biſhop of 
Tuam, Which I find in his Excellent Sermon, a while 
fince Preached in London, to the Proteſtants of 1relaxd. 
Afflidtion, ſaith he, maketh us ſet a greater Value on Charity, and 
Eſteem it a more Excellent way than Parts or Gifts, or 
Notional or meer Ritual Religion, It lets men ſee the Folly 
and Miſchief of Contending about Opinions, that may be oy 
may not be aſſented to, without prejudice to the Faith , or 
about things, that may be or may not be done, without prejudice 
fo the Unity of the Church, Then, exhorting both ſides to 
meet in that Temper, which may heal the Sch:/z, he 
thus proceeds: This is a Duty which our late common 
Danger ſadly convinced moſt men to. be very neceſſary. 
And ſince we ove our diſpoſition to Peace, to our Aflidti. 
0n, tet us have a care, if we ſo ſoon forget the Leſſon 
we had almeſt learned, that we provoke nit God's Judg- 
ments, to teach it us again by the ſame Diſcipline ; and 
let all men ſee to our ſhame, that Proteſtants will be 
#0 longer quiet, than the Rod is on their Backs, 


Which of the two are the rwuer Church of Fnzland 
men , Thoſe who dread the Return of King Fames with 
his Feſaites, or Thoſe who Wiſh and Labour for it: 
Thoſe who are ſo Stif, as rather to Hazard the whole, 
than to Part with the leaſt Circumfance ; (5. e.) Thoſe 

who 
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who are both Dutiful to thetr Governours, and Chari- 
table to their Brethren; or Thoſe who are neither the 
one nor the other ; but cover their Stiffne(s to their own 
Humours and Intereſts, with the Specious Prerence of Zeal 
for the Church : I lay, which of theſe are the truer Church 
of Enzland men, a little time mult needs diſcover, if it 
be not ſufficiently known already. And which of thele 
are the better Chriſtians, cannot (1 need not ſay) better 
be diſcovered, than by the Principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion. Among which, ſince that of Faith is moſt 
abuſed, as in other reſpeRs, 10 eſpecially in 41s, that it is 
made the moſt Miſchievous Incendiary in the Chriſtian 
World; and what is {aid of Fire, may be applied to Faith, 
that "tzs the bit Servant, but the worſs Mater, 1 thought 
I could do no better Service, than to endeavour to have 
it kept within its 4»e Bounds; that ſo we may have 
the benefit of its Service, without the Miſchief of its Do- 
minion. 


And ſince there is no better way for hunting out of 
Truth, than to Trace it from its fr/ſ# Principles ; thzs 
way have I therefore taken, and with all Sincerity purſued. 
Yet not pretendins to that Dictating Power which I 
plead againſt, I ſubmit my Reaſonings to Examination. Nor 
do I riſe up againſt the Authority of the Church, in which 
I ” naiinnd a Power to Impoſe Szlexce, tho* not 
Faith, 


I am not Conſcious of having Contradited axy of the 
Churches Articles, in any one Word; and I implicitly 
Renounce any ſuch Word, if I have. It is not every 
Truth which is worthy to be ballanced againſt Pea 
which few are more ſerviceable than. 7his Great 
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"That the Peace of the World is too good a thing, to be con- 

cerned in any Do(trine, as an Article of Faith, which the 
Holy Scripture hath pot expreſly declared Neceſlary 
to Salvation; or zs wot moſt apparently ſo in its own 
Nature. 


THE 


CHAP. I. 


Principles of Natural Religion, Fundamentals 
of the Chriſtian. 
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Learning or Inſtruftion, but application of Generals to 

Particulars, in a natural way > faith Arrian upon 

Epittetus; laying it as a Fundamental Rule where- 
6n we muſt build, and whereby we muſt regulate, all our Opi- 
nions in point of Manners. And it will as well hold in all 
other Arts and Sciences: Euclid buildeth all his Geometry up- 
on fuch principles as he calleth a, becauſe by that A.B.C, 
he fpelleth out all his demonſtrations of Propoſitions and Solu- 
tions of Problems. And by the ſame Rule muſt we proceed 
in the Judgment we are to make of the Religion we profeſs ; - 
wherein that we may build ſecurely, we muſt conſult no other 
but the ſacred Oracles, which give us both Charadter and Ac 
cout of the Goſpel ; By the Former we underſtand the Na- 
ture and General Deſign of the whole ; by the Later we may 
judge of any partzcular Dottrine that may claim our Belief. 

The Charatter, whereby we are to judge of the Natere 
nd General Deſign of the Goſpel, is ſometimes that of a Co- 
verant, oftner that of a Meſſage. 

I. Sometimes It 1s ſet forth as a New Covenant, either to 
| ſ{eure us of the Performance on God's part ; becauſe if he 
hould violate it, he mult break not only a Promiſe given, but 

C 2 a Covycs 


[2] 
a Covenant eſtabliſhed; or elſe in oppoſition to a Former Co- 
wenant, Which it is to ſucceed: Under this Character we find 
it propheſied of, Fer. 31. 33. which Prophecy 1s Applied 
Heb. 8. 8. Behold, the days come ( /aith the Lord ) when I will 
make a New Covenant with the houje of I{racl and the houſe of 
Judah; Not according to the Covenant which I made with their 
Fathers in the day when T took them by the hand, to lead them out 
of the Land of Egypt ; becaufe they continued not in my Covenant, 
and I regarded them not, faith the Lord, For this is the Cove 
nant, &c. and more ſuccinatly, ch. 10. v. 17. This is the Cove. 
nant that I will make with them, after thoſe days ſaith the Lord, 
T will put my Laws into their hearts, and in their minds will ] 
write them, and their fins aud iniquities will 1 remember w 
more. This that we may the more ſenlibly apprehend, we muſt 
conſider what was the 0/4 Covenant, which this New Oze muſt 
aboliſh. 

THIS that we may rightly underſtand, we zeed not, oug/t 
not to. look further than the very Words, which plainly tel 
us, it was no Elder nor Other, than That which God made 
with the jraelites, when he took them by the hand to lead then 
out of the land of Egy pt ; when they had a Miraculous Deliverance 
out of that howſe of Bondage, and conſtant Tokens of his Pre 
ſence during forty years in the Wilderneſs: Eipecially That day 
when he promulgated That body of Laws which was to 
Diſtinguiſh them trom all other Nations, and Preſerve them 
from the ldolatry wherewith the Univerſe had corrupted them: 
ſelves. | 

For whether it be, that Guilt and Luſt conſpire to flatter God 
with Ceremonies, in compenſation for defect of Obedience ; or 
that, judging of God by the Princes of. the World, we be apt to 
believe him pleaſed with ſuch Bodily poſtures as may fignity 
awe of the Mind; or that fondneſs to our bodies tempt. us to 
give them preference in our Devotions as well as in our Ple- 
ſures: Whatever the reaſon be, plain it is, that Ceremoniout- 
neſs moit frequently haunteth Devorion, ſo that no Nation evet 
| enter- 
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entertained the one without the other : And as Super/titzon is no- 
thing elſe but exceſs of Ceremoniouſneſs, lo is /dolatry nothing elle 
but excels of Superſtition, 

To divert this humor till it might be cured, God exerciſed 
his Choſen People with ſuch Laws, as might not only. Satisfy, 
but Surfeir their appetite of Ceremonies, and molt of them di- 
re&t prohibitions of ſuch Rites as were practiſed by their neigh- 
bour Idolaters ; Thoſe Laws God calleth his Covenant, and the 
Jews their Inheritance. 

But this Medicine, as it was Wholelom, ſo it was Bitter ; God 
himſelf fairh, that he gave them Laws which were not good, and. 
his Apollle jaſtifieth them no otherwiſe thanasa Diſcipline, un- 
worthy of Heirs, yet necellary for Non-age.. They were trou- 
bleſome in their Matter, coſtly in their Expence, dark in their 
Meaning, grievous. in their Multitude, and.-in all reſpe&s ſuch 
as needed the comforts which by his Prophets God fent them ; 
promiiing a freer and. happier diſpenſation, when time ſhould 
ripen them-to a capacity for it. 

And when the appoinred Time was fulfilled, zhez was the now. 
Recited Prophecy tulfilled alſo: Which deſcribeth the Covenant 
1. Negatively, not like the Former, whoſe Laws where no leſs 
hard to be undceritood, than to be performed. 2. Poſitively ſuch. 
as their own hearts, without need of any other Inſtrufter, might. 
Teach them? What thoſe Laws are the Apoſtle moſt plainl 
declareth, Rom. 2.:14.&c. So the Prophecy, as Applied by the 
Epiſt. to the Heb. and deſcribed by the Epi#t. to the Row. De- 
monſtraterl; that the Goſpel js a New Covenant in oppoſition. to 
the 0/4 one Stabliſhed by Moſes, and Better than it in two Re- 
ſpeCts : 1. It bringerh us trom Obſcure, and Burthenſome Ce- 
remonies, to the plain and pleaſant Law of Nature: and 2dly, Tt 
promiſeth Pardon upon. Repentance, when we have broken that 
Law. And 1n both thele Reſpets, as it is a.better Covenant, ſo 
doth it delerve a better Charadter :- And theretore, 

2, More frequently 'tis tet torth as a GOOD MESSAGE. This 
the word GOSPEL luerally importeth, and under This Title. 


we 
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we find it moſt pompouſly proclaimed by St. Fovn, in his en- 
try upon his firſt Epiſtle ; wherein having ſtudiouſly recom- 
mended it to our belicf by its Certainty, and to our appetites 
by its Happineſs, he proceedeth to publiſh its deſign to be no 0- 
ther than the performance of the Promiſe v/z. The advancement 
of Primitive, Natural Religion, and that to a higher perfettion : 
Theſe things we write to you that you may have fellowſhip &c. For- 
mer ages knew only the Father ; but our fellowſhip is with the 
Father and with his Sou. As therefore 1n the face of Jeſus Chriſt 
we ſee more of the Father's goodneſs, ſo are we thereby oblig- 
ed to higher ſtrains of love to him and one another : And where- 
as the word «iz ſignifieth not only Fellowſhip, but Partner. 
Pip, and Natural Religion taught Philoſophers rhat the beſt 
worſhip of God is to be /ike him ; the Apoſtle tellerh us, that to 
this end are given us precious promiſes, that by them we may be 
partakers of the Divine Nature. 

The fame in a gayer dreſs we have in the next verſe ; Theſe 
things we write unto you that your joy may be full. Natural Re- 
ligion taught men to worthip God with Feaſts: And by this Ar- 
gument principally doth Plutarch prove the joys of the Religi- 
ous to be greater than thoſe of the Epicurean ; becauſe the one 
raſteth nothing but the Wine and Viands, but the other rejoyc- 
eth in God, then and there eſpecially Preſert and Propitions. 
And by this Argument muſt the Foy of a Chriſtian be greater 


than that of a Plilolopher ; becauſe the One can have no 


other aſſurance of God's Propitiouſneſs, but what he can bor- 
row from his Reaſon ; whereas rhe other hath it by Revelatt- 
on: For in the new Covenant above-recited, isa promiſe of mer- 
cy in forgivenefs of fins; and in the Goſpel this is fo plainly ex- 


preſſed, that our St. Fohn maketh it a point of Faithfulnefs in God: 


to perform it. And whereas Death is the wages of fin, Eternal 
fe muſt be the con{equent of its Pardon, which alſo in the Gof- 
pel is expreſſy promiſed ; fo what the wileft Philoſophers 
itrongly Wiſhed and faintly Hoped, the Chriſtian 1s Secure of, 
and thereby his joy zs Full in that part where theirs was Thirſty, 
zz, Aſſurance of Immortality. Having 


»» 


Having thus endeared and publiſhed the gracious Defgy of 
his Meſlage, he proceedeth to deliver it's joyful Matter : This 
is the meſſage which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, 
that God is light, and in him is no darkneſs at all. A glorious, 
but a dazeling Word ! whereby yet we diſcover ſome Princi- 
ples whereon we muſt build our Religion, and whereby we muſt 
meaſure every Doctrine that ſhall be offered to our Be» 
lief, 

' I. 1t is the Fundamental Principle of the Goſpel (as alſo it is 
of Natural Religion) that we think the beft of Godt: 

Without this, as we are 1n danger of running into Errors worſe 
then Idolatry or Atheiſm, fo are we incapable, either to hold 
fellowſhip with God ; Or to Rejoyce in him. We cannot endea= 
vor to be like God, unleſs we know the Original which we mult 
Copy ; nor canour joy be fuller than our Knowledge of what we 
are to rejoyce 1n. 

2. Since we can have no Idea of things but ſuch as we are more or 
leſs beholden to our ſenſes for, we muſt from the Beſt which we fee in the 
Creatures, climb in our contemplations of God's Perfettions. Since 
therefore in the Viſible world, Light is the moſt perfe&; and 
of the Intellectual world, we know nothing but our own Minds ; 
by theſe two we muſt make the beſt judgment we can of God's 
Nature, which the former reprefenteth. as a Mirrors. the later: 
as an Image | 
- 3. Lightis the beſt glaſs, to diſcover God's Perfeftions ; The A- 
poltle therefore pointeth at the Sun as a Mirror, hung up. by: 
God in the Firmament, that therein we may ſee his Beauties - 
reflected. And though St. Pax/ juſtly complains that mow we 
fee him in a Glaſs darkly; yet have we reaſon to- rejoyce in ſo 
bright aone; for therein, however Darkly, yet Competently, we 
diſcover divine perfetions.” God is a Spirit, and Light filleth 
the air, without excluding any other gueſt. God is Pure, and 
Light is Uncapable of Receiving any Corruption. God 7s 
Tri, and Light faithfully diſcovereth what every thing is. God 
is Powerful, and Light deftroyeth (its enemy) Darkneſs with 
1tS 
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its looks. - God is infinitely Amiable, and Light is the firit and 
original Beauty: of the world. God: is Bountiful, and Light by 
communicating Ks: beams cheriheth all -rhe world, &c. - 

Tf now/any one ask-Feh#'s Queltion : which of-all theſe: doth 
the meſſage belong .to?., Whether we look into the following 
Epiſtle; we therein find Love anointed above its tellows, nor 
only by: more! frequent mentions, but by a {1ngular prerogative; 
for God is Love in the Abſtract ; or whether we allow St. James 
to be. a good Expoſitor, ve thus find him -Paraphraſe-our St, 
John : Every good gift, and perfect gift cometh from above, from the 
father of lights, with whom is no variableneſs nor ſhadow of turning : 
(faith our Engliſh ; #0 parallaxes, projection of ſhadows, or Tro- 
picks, intimateth the Greek} ihe mellage then mult be 
this. 

| As we ſee the Sun communicateth his light to the whole circum: 
ference, not to gain any thing to its ſelf, but only to give happineſs to 
the World; and ſince he can ſhine only upon One Hemiſphere at once, 
he runneth about, that by turns he may bleſs them Both; So muſt 
we concetve of God ; but without the deietts. In all his diſpen- 
fations he aimeth not at any gain to himſelf ; but becauſe he 
could no more. contain his Happineſs in himſelf, rhan the Sun 
can his Light ; therefore did he Create the World, that the Exus- 
berance might have receivers: And of this truth there are as 
many proots as there are Creatures in the World : For though 
they be innumerable in Kinds, and there be great Diverſity in 
Degrees of happineſs, yet every one hath ſu:ticient to fill his 
own capacity. Some have only Body ; ſome have Body and 
Soul ; but man hath Body, Soul, and Spirit. 

5. As God Gommunicateth his Nature to his Creatures, ſo doth 
he exerciſe a Fatherly care of their well being,, by giving them 
Laws ſerviceable to their own and the general good. 

Inanimate Creatures are Governed by Neccility, ſo the Sun 
knoweth his ſetting, and the Moon her going down ; Animals, by 


Inſtina ; ſo: the Stork knoweth his appointed times ; And Nan, 
' by Reaſon, which is the mage of God. For as we are. taught 


by | 
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by Moſes that God created Man'in his own Likeneſs ; fo ate We 
by St Pavl, that this mage 'is Knowledge, whereby we dil- 
cover, that which we mentioned as the Second way 'of know- 
ing God, For, 

6. As we may have ſame gueſs what kind of Man any one is by 
his Piflure ; ſowe may in a great meaſure know the Will of God 
by our own Minds, if we keep them clean. The Law of Moſes put 
> Urim and Thummim on the out-ſide of Aarons Breait, as 4 
Type of the Oracle, which in every Divine Mind, will inſtruct 
the Enquirer how to pleaſe God. 

7. The Law which God hath given to every Creature, obligeth 
thew to preſerve their Being, and promote their Well-being, and 
to the Performance thereof he hath annexed its proper Pleaſure. ._ 

The higheſt Being of Animals is Carnal Life. When' they 
preſerve their Lives by Food, and their Kind by Propagation, 
they Obey the Law, and Enjoy the Pleaſure, proper to their 
Nature. Burt Man hath a Spzrzz, and ſuitable thereto; a Spirs- 
tal Law, and Spiritual Pleaſures. The Law obligeth us to 
hold Communiox- with God, ' in a Divine Life, and the Pleaſure 
annexed, 1s PFalneſs of Foy; and theſe Two we have' heard 
St. John proclaim to be the Deſign of the Goſpel, as. we now 
find them contained in that Idea of God, which he declared 
to be the Sum of his' Meſſage; which abrogateth the Law 
of Moſes, as in a Picture, 'the laſt lively Cotours blot out the 
rude ones that prepared the Work, but confirmeth the Law of 
Nature, as a Building doth the Foundation whereon it is raiſed. 
For whatever Philolophy could preach in the Behalf of Vertue, 
the Goſpel advanceth with Nobler Precepts, richer Promiſes, 
more. charming Allurements, and ſecurer Peace, &c, and upon 


#fuch potent Motives, requireth a Piety proportionably exalted 


above what the Heathen pretended to, that we may be Perfett . 
us our Father which is in Fleaven is Perfe(t, | PRE 

If This be'the De/ign, This the Matter of the Goſpel, then 
have we an Authentick Teſt,” whereby to try ariy Doctrine . 
that may claim our Belief, as a Go} cs 0 If to theſe we 


find 


[87] 
find it Serviceable, we muſt - Embrace it ; if Impertinent) we 
muſt Slight it; if Pernicious, we muſt Rejedt it. And by This 
Rule, as we ſafely may, we ſhall make our Enquiries, 


OO 


CHAP. IL. 


Enquiry the Firſt ; What'was the Goſpel which our Loyd, 
and his Apoſtles Preached ? And Firſt of Faith. 


MFHis Enquiry.cannot employ Logick, Metaphiſicks, or any 

. 'other Scholaſtick Arts; cannot require Subtlety of Judge 
ment, or Cunning in Diſpute, yea, or much Labour; We need 
not tumble many or Large Volumes; no, nor {o much as one 
Syſtem, It is not Matter of Study, but of Record ; nor needs 
it any other Anſwer, than that which our Lord gave to him, 
that demanded, What ſhall I do to be ſaved? We muſt for 
our SatisfaQtion Conſult the Scriptures, What 3s written in the 
Goſpel, How readeſt thou ? | = 
'- The N. T. which we receive as the Rule and Meaſure of 
our Faith, revealeth to us but Two general DoCtrines at. the 
moſt, as preached by our Lord. St. Mark faith, Jeſus came im 


to Galilee, preaching the Goſpel of the Kinz dom of God, aud ſays 


ing, The Time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand, 
REPENT ye, and BELIEF E the Goſpel. It it be net 
hereby ſufficiently plain, That the whole is compriſed in-R& 
perntance and Faith, St. Paul putterh it out of doubt: For:in 
ns farewel Diſcourſe, with the Elders of the; Church of Epheſus, 
be thus juſtifieth himſelf, A. 20. 20, 21. 7 have kept back nt- 
thing from you that was profitable to you, but have-ſbewed you, 
and have taught you P axrapat and from houſe to: houſe, Teſtifyi 

both to the Jews, an alſo to the Greeks, Repentaxce itgwar Gd 
and Faith toward. our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. What can þe.more-plain 
or folemn? He ſends for the Elders of the great City to; Mi 
Rare FE hs letns, 
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Aetus, he faith, That both publickly and privately, to both forts 
.of Diſciples, Jews and Greeks, he had been fo faithful as to ſhew 
them whatever concerned them, not only as Neceſſary, but-as 
Profitable ; and this he proveth by inſtancing in the particu- 
lars, Repentance and Faith; which if they did not contain all that 
was Profitable, could not make good his Juſtification cf himſelf 
as faithſul in his Preaching. Whoever therefore requireth any 
larger Catalogue of Fundamentals, or Profitable Do@rines, tquſt 
: impeach this Great Apoltle, as groticly Ignorant or Unfaithful. 
Yea, The Holy Scripture in other places, is fo far from en- 
-larging the Catalogue, that it reduceth theſe Two to One. 
\ For the {ame Sermon of our Lord, which we now found St. 
- Mark lo to repeat, as to mention both Repentance and Faith, we 
find St. Matthew lo to repeat, as to make Repentance alone, not 
-only -his Firſt, but his Conſtant Subject. Math. 4. 17. . From that 
time Jeſus began to preach, and to ſay, Repent, for the Kingdow of 
Heaven is at hand ; And as he Began, fo he Ended : For at his 
'Departure into Heaven, he ſaid to his Apoſtles, and thoſe that 
awere with them; Thus 2t is writren, and thus it behoved Chriff 
$0 ſuffer, and to riſe from the Dead the Third Day, and that Re- 
pentance and Remiſſion of fins, ſhould be preached in his Name. . 
-, But elſewhere he alloweth Faith the ſelf ſame Dignity, mak- 
-jng-it the Adaquate End of his coming into the World, and the 
-Adxquate Condition, upon which he will grant eternal Life: 
For in his Diſcourle with Nicodemas, John 3. 16. he declareth 
that God ſo loved rhe World, that he gave his only begotten Sox, 
that whoſoever BELIEVET H in him, ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting Life. And St. Foh. 20. 31. faith, ' Theſe things 
are written, that ye mighr BELIEVE that Feſus is. the Chriſt, 
the Son of God, and that BELIEVING, ye might have LIFE 
«through his Name. So far 1s our Lord from thinking a large Ca» 
-talogue of Fundamentals to be an Honor to his Goſpel, that.he 
thinketh the leaſt of Numbers, not too ſmall. | Tt 
That he may not ſeem to contradict himſelf by thus varyin 
from One to Two, and from the One to the. Orher.; : we mw 


D 2 con(1der, 
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conſider, That either of them in 'their comprehenſive Sence, 
containeth the other. For he that hath ſuch a Belief of the Pro. 
miſe of Pardon upon Repentance, as is required in the Goſpel, 
will certainly add Repentance to his Faith. And again, He that 
therefore Repenteth, becauſe he believeth Chriſt's Promiſe, 
buildeth his Repentance upon his Fairh. The one, 1s the Fruit 
of the other. 

Becauſe therefore they are to be diſtinguiſhed, tho' not to be 
ſeparated, we ſhall handle them as the 7wo Tables of the New 
Covexant, 1o- Joined, as to be Several. When diſplayed, they 
appear Two, and that ,which is next the Eye, denominateth 
the whole; ſometime Faith, ſometime Repentance. 

WE begin with Faith upon Two contrary Accounts, I. Be- 
caule it is 10 Zxbappy, as by the ſubtilty of Doctors to be made 
the Incendiary of publick Wars and Diſſentions, and the Tor- 
menter of private Conſciences. And, 2. Becauſe it is ſo ZZappy 
as to be Honoured by our Lord and his Apoſtles, with the Pro- 
miſe of Eternal Life. For as St. Paul declareth, that we are 


juſtified by Faith ; fo our Lord told Nicodemus, God ſo loved" 


the World, that he ſent his only begotten Son, that whoever 
believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 

What can be fuller or clearer > The Benefit is proclaim- 
ed under a double Character, to double its certainty, Negas» 
tive, ſha not periſh ; and Poſitive, ſhall have everlaſting Life : 
The Promiſe is Univerſal, to whomſoever believeth ;. and. Free 
from all other Conditions, but Believing. And now, What 
need of the Impertinent Trouble of Repentance? Why ſhould 
we run the ſmarting Gandelope of Mortification, croſſing our 
Apperites, and fliing our Souls? 

Thus do ſome daſh the two Tables of the New Covenant 
8gainſt each other, and make the Goſpel an Enemy. to its 
own great Deſign, which we have: found to be the Advance- 
ment of Vertue and true Piety. 

The firſt Service therefore that we can reaſonably do to 
Faith, muſt be to reſcue it from ſo great a Miſchief, by re- 

conculing 
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conciling Our Lord's abſolute Promiſe of Eternal Life to whom- 
foever believeth, with his no leſs abſolute Threat, that except we 
repent, we ſhall all periſh. And this will eaſily be done by 
theſe two Propoſitions. | 

1. All Promiſes, however abſolute in words, muſt be nnder- 
flood with implication of all things neceſſary to be ſuppoſed. 

2. 1n our Lord's abſolute Promiſe of Eternal Life to all be- 
lievers, Repentance is neceſſary to be ſuppoſed. 

1. All Promiſes include a tacit ſuppoſal of all things neceſſary to 
be ſuppoſed. It is Impoflible, at leaſt very Troubleſome, and 
equally Needleſs, that whoever maketh a Promiſe, ſhould ex- 
plicitly reckon up all ſuch Conditions, as by their own Light are 
Viſible, and therefore Need not ; and by their multitude Innume- 
rable, and therefore Cannot, be particularly Expreſſed : Reaſon 
therefore, and Neceſlity, and the Joint-Practice of all Mankind, 
have concurred in the Rule, that whatever is neceſlary in its own 
Nature to be ſuppoſed, is to be taken as neceſſarily Implied ; 
and accordingly, in every Promiſe are tacitly implied ſuch 
plain, tho' unmentioned, Reſervations. 

2. Repentance and Holineſs of Life, are neceſſary to. be ſuppo- 
fed. This appeareth both from the Nature of the thing, and 
the expreſs Declarations of the Author of the Promiſe. 

From the Nature of the thing. The Law of Nature 1s Writ- 
ten in the Heart, by the Hand of God, as a Tranſcript of his own 
Nature, and muſt be like its Original, Immortal... The Goſpel 
came not to Deface it, but to make it more Legible; to New 
Write it upon our Underſtandings, with clearer Glofles ; upon 
our Reaſon, with brighter Arguments ; upon our Aﬀections, 
with nobler Motives ; upon our Hopes, with higher Encourage- 
ments ; and upon our Beliefs, with plainer Promites. And ſhould 
- our Lord, upon any Account whatſoever, promiſe 4mpunity to 
ſin, this would turn him from a Savzoxr to a. Zempter. Tou (hall 
nt die, was the voice of the Serpent ;. and while the Sons of Eve 
have the ſame licoriſhneſs after forbidden Pleaſures, the ſame 
promile ( if believed ) muſt have the ſame Succeſs. To pro- 
mite 


C 12.1 
miſe impunity in a pleaſant evil, is to invite to its enjoyment, 
Far be this from our Lord, Who was ſo careful to preſerve us 
from ſo great a Danger, that he did not leave us to the general Na- 
ture of all Promiſes, but clearly and frequently warned us againſt 
ſuch a miſtake. He openly declared, That ſome would not only 
plead their Fairh, but its Fruits. Preaching in his Name, caſting 
out Devils, and doing many wonderful Works, are plain Evidences 
of Believing ; yet even to ſuch, he will ſay, Depart from me, 7 know 
you not, when he knows them too well to own them, becauſe 
workers of Iniquity. \ 

And that Repentance may not complain as leſs honoured, he 
preferreth it to the ſame Dignity : For in his laſt Sermon to his 
Apoſtles, he ſaith noleſs tor zt, than he had done for Faith : 7 hus 


it is written, and thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer and to riſe again, |} 
and that (7, py and Remiſſion of Sins, ſhould be Preached 


bis 'Name ; but to what purpole ſhould Repentance be Preached 
1n his Name, if he hath promiſed Everlaſting Lite without it ? 
That we may be the more ſecure of a Rule ſo Important, le 
us ſee how it's Confirmed by an Example fo appoſite, that & 
looketh as like an Vuſtration framed on purpoſe, as a true Hi: 
ſtory. Af. 27. 18. " 
We were in the fame danger of -Eternal Death, as St. Paw 
and his Company were of Temporal ; and our Deliverance is no 
leſs like, than was the Danger. 


ſtolen away, he ſaid to the Centurion, Except theſe abide is 
the Ship, we cannot be ſaved. 

What now can tie Artinomian Plead, which this Example 
doth not Aniwer 2 What dithiculty is there in the Dottrine of 
Tuſtification by Faith, which 1t doth not clear 2 Did Chriſt ab- 
ſolutely and univerſaliy promiſe, that whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhall not periſh So did his Apoſtle abſolutely and univerfally 
promiſe, that zo man's Life ſhould be loſt: Is Juſtification freely 
promiſed for Chriſt's ſake 2 So was. Deliverance freely promiſed 
for Paul's ſake, Did God fend his Sox to publiſh this Promile! 


Paul promiſeth, There ſhall mt | 
be loſs of any man's Life; yer when the Mariners would have | 
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$o did he ſend his Angel toSt. Paul, Are our beſt Works inſuffi- 
cient to Juſtifie us ? So was the beſt Skill of the Mariners to De» 
liver the Voyagers. Yet unleſs the Mariners abide in the Ship, 
none of the Company can eſcape; and unleſs Holineſs abide in 
our Lives, we mult periſh. If therefore any, under pretence-of 
caſting Anchor upon Chriſt's Promiſe, ſteal away from Repen- 


' fance, we muſt have recourſe to our' Rule, as St. Paul had tothe 


Centurion; and the neceſſity of Holineſs will perform the fame 


Office, as the Souldiers did, cut aſunder their pretences, and let 
their hopes fall off. is 


In this Rule, there is nothing doubtful but this, Whether 
it be more Obvious, or Neglected, or Important ? 


. 
% 


"Tis So Jmportant, That it wilt clear all the difficulties which 


>{fwell ſo many Volums, with Queſtions concerning Ju/tification, 
and the Covenant of Grace. Papiſts will not be able to Quarret 
with us, when we ſay with St. Paul, By Faith we are juſtified; 
nor will the Antinomzans be able to accuſe us as Enemies of 'Free 
Grace, when we tay with St. Fames, We are juſtified by Works. 


It is fo 0bvious and fimple, that it will eafily avoid the im- 


pertinent Nicetics of Diſputers, whether it be an Aſſent, or Re- 


liance, or Recumbency ? Whether it juſtify as an Inſtrument, or 


a Condition? By the Act, or the Habit ? Before Sandtification, 


or After it? Tc. We no ſooner Reconcile St. Paul with himſelf, 


his Abſolute Promiſe: of Deliverance with his Proteftation, that 
'without the Mariners ſtay 'rhey muſt Periſh ; but we thence 


Learn how to Reconcile him with St. James ; Free Grace, with 
Conditions required ; the Inſufficiency of good Works, with 


their Neceſlity ; Juſtification by Works, upon account of Natu- 
ral Religion ; with Juſtification by Faith, upon 4ccount of the 
: Goſpel. | 


Yet it is ſo Neg/eded, that in thoſe many Treatiſes that have 


. been publiſhed, concerning the New Covenant and Fuſtiffcation, 
't is rarely -Honoured with ſo much as a mention. 


Yea, it is worthy our Conſideration upon another Account ; 
it may ſilence, not only the Apzinomian, in his Oppoſition to 
good 
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good Works, but the Gnoſtick too, in his Humor of Difputing, 
For pray Conſider; Would it not have been wondrous Wiſely 
done, if in time of ſuch danger, and upon ſuch warning, the 
Souldiers, in ſtead of haſtening to ſecure the Mariners, and their 
own lives, ſhould have trifled away their Precious time in Dif 
puting, to which of the two they muſt owe their lives 2 To the 
Apoſtle, becauſe God had given them to him ; Or to the Mari 
ners, becauſe he had declared they could not eſcape withour 
them 2 For God's ſake, let us haſten to put our Souls out of Dan- 

er ; When that is done, ang we are fafe at Land, if wecan there 

nd no better Employment, nor greater Pleaſure, than to play 
at Crofs- Purpoſes we may think how to Oppoſe, and then to 
Reconcile St. Paul and St. Fames. 

The Caſe (you may ſay) 1s very unlike : St. Paul was a Cho- 
ſen Veſſel, and a Stovt Champion for the Goſpel ; He was not be- 
hind the very Chiefeſt of the Apoſtles, but laboured and ſuffered more 
than they all. This very Voyage was but part of a danger, which 
carried him ro a greater for the Goſpel's ſake: And it was but 
juſt that his Lord, for whoſe fake he vas Engaged in the Storm, 
ſhould deliver him from it; and the Extent of the Favour to all 
his Companions, though in Jultice it were not due, might very 
Congruouſlly be granted in Kindneſs to ſo great a Saint, and un- 
der ſuch Circumttances. But what are the great Merits of Faith; 
which may any way Entitle it to ſo great a Reward as Everlaſting Life? 
Whatever can pretend to worth, muſt make its Claim good, by ſhewing 
how it partaketh of the Nature of God, who is the firſt Good : But to 
be Credulous, 7s ſo far from the Power of Divine life, that it is a 
plain Confeſſion of Weakneſs ; it is nothing elſe but Leaning upon auo« 
ther, for want of knowledge of its own : "The {imple believeth every 
word, but a Wiſe Man looketh well to his going, ſaid the Wiſef 
of all mere Men. And experience telleth us, that Children and Dr 
 tards, Women and Fools, the Sick and the Ignorant, are moſt eajie; 
and by how much any Man is Wiſer, by ſo much he is Warier, that 
he be not impoſed upon. Had Faith any worth, we ſhould have heard of 
#t in Moſes or the Prophets ; and the Philoſophers would have oo 
e 
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CI81 
ed it a place among the virtues : Whereas on the Contrary, the Old 
Teſtament mentioneth it, but once or twice, -and that not by way of 
Precept ; but Philoſophers Liſt it among Yices. And what reward 
can it poſſibly deſerve > If T believe either I do it upon good Rea: 
fon or not ; If 1 ſee good Reaſon for my Belief, I can,ot deſerve 
Reward becauſe no Man can Chuſe , but muſt Neceſſarily believe, 
as far as he ſees Reaſon: If I believe, without Reaſon, then I am 
a Fir and ſo far from deſerving a Reward, that I deſerve Blame. 
And if it ſeem hard to juſtify our Lord's Wiſdom, in promiſing ſo 
great a Reward to a Performance that deſerveth none at all ; it will 
appear noleſs ſo, to Fuſtify his Goodneſs, in impoſing a Task mo leſs 
Difficult than Worthleſs : For whereas no ſmall part of the good Ti- 
dings of the Goſpel, is our Manumiſſion from the Bondage of Moles's 
Law; the Toke of Chriſt will ſeem the harder of the two. It is 
eafrer for a Rich Man to Sacrifice whole Hecatombs, when h@ hath 
wealth enough to purchaſe them, than to pull out his eyes ; yet can any 
Man more eaſily pull out the Eye of his Body, than his Reaſon, which 
is not only the eye, but the heart ; for it is his very Definition, with- 
out which he cannot be a Man: It is God's Image, and the Apoſtle 
Exhorteth us to put on the New Man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the Image of him that Created him. Now 
that God ſhould Print his Image in our Hearts, require us to Re- 
new it ; yet promiſe Eternal Life for Reward if we Deface it ; is 
a ſaying Harder to be Believed, than all the Ceremonies of Moſes's 
Law were to be Pratliſed. 

This and more is Objeted againſt Faith in General ; and ſtill 
the more we deſcend to Particulars, whether in the Doctrines, 
that are impoſed as Articles of Faith ; or in the diſpute between 
That and Good Works; the more will the Objetions riſe in 
force and number, For every one Employeth his Care againſt 
the Adverſary of his Opinion, with negleCt of the firſt Principles 
of the Goſpel ; and thoſe who plead tor Juſtification by Faith, 
have not the Gratitude to Juſtity Faith it ſelf, or its great Au- 
thor ; but leave him as an Arbitrary, Unreaſonable Law-giver, 
impoſeing Uleleſs Worthleſs Commands, with the weightielt Ob- 
lgations, to no purpoſe at all. | 
FE, We 
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We ſhall therefore endeavour, by his Grace, to perform ſo Ne- 

| _ ceffary and too much Neglefted a Work; and by the Plaineft, 
” Simpleſt,General Principles of Religion and Reaſon,ſo to Aſſert the 
} Honourof our Lord and his Goſpel, as to give a fair account both 
of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs; proving his Goſpel to be no leſs Rea- 
ſonable than Gracious ; which alſo will be a good Healer of the 
Breaches that are made in our minds by Doubts, or in the Church 
| of Chriſt by Diſputes, concerning Controverted Doctrines, 

| For whereas it is acknowledged as a Foundation 1n all Scien- 

| ces, that we muſt ſeek Truth by Application of Generals to Par 
ticulars; and it is the General ſcope of the Goſpel to advance 
l Natural Religion; this is the Sting of the ObjeCtion, That Faith 
| i hath no place among Virtues, but Credulity hath one among 
'F Vices: Thatour Defence therefore may both Obviate the Ob- 
'F SjQtion, and build upon a good Foundation, it ſhall ſtand upon 
bl theſe two Pillars. 
qt I. Faith is a duty in Natural Religion, as a Cardinal Virtue. 

| i 2. Credulity is not Paith ; but as Oppoſite to it, as Vice to Vire 
| FHC. 
W'3 Both thefe Propoſitions are of Divine Authority, Recommen:- 
1 ded by the Apoſtle Rows. 3. 4. in theſe words, Let God be True, but 
# every Man a Lyar,the former half of which words,ſhall we find Af 
[6 ſert the firſt of theſe Propoſitions, and the Latter half the other ; 

ol ſo that we can fay nothing but by way of Explication, Diſplay- 
'_ ing what is wrapt up in thoſe few Divine Syltables: And when 
we'have thence diſcovered what Figure Faith made in Natural 
Religion, we ſhall have gone at leaſt half way in diſcovering 
what Power is given it in the Goſpel. 


— 
Y a. —_— KC. a _—_ _ 
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| CHAP. III. 
| What Figure FAIT H made in Natural Religion ? 


A Aith is a duty in Natural Religjon, a Cardinal Virtue, Juſtice 
toward God, to whom it payeth whar is due: To his Ve- 
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racity, Let God be True; to his Faithfulneſs, let God be Juſt ; to 
his Power, let God be Able to perform his Promiſes, &c. That 
this was taught by Natural Religion before Moſes brought the 
Poſitive into the world, and that the Goſpel buildeth upon 
that foundation, if any one doubt, let him bur read the 4rh. 
Chapter of St. Paul's Epiſtle to rhe Romans, he will there find 
Abraham's Faith recommended to us for a Pattern, with an E#- 
planation of the Bleſſing he obtained by it, and who are' to be 
Heirs to it : Not the Children of his Loyzs, but of his-Fazth, muſt 
be Heirs ; thoſe who walk z# his ſteps, {hal reſt in his bolom ; and 
after a deſcription of his Heroical Faith, the Panegyrick 1s clofed 
with a Declaration, that 7, _ things are written, not for Abra- 
ham's ſake alone, but for ours alſo. CEELE Ts 
That we may walk in his ſteps, it will be requifite we Trace 
them ; which if we do, we ſball find large ſteps on either ſide-; 
Great Corfidence in God's Faithfulneſs on one ſide, and great Obe- 
dience to his Commands on the other ; by the one he Sacrificed 
his Reaſon, by the other his Zſaac.. | 
1. His Confidence in God's Faithfulnefs was ſo firm, that he 
ftaggered not, but ſtood ffrong in his Belief, and proceeded int his 
0bedience, natwithitanding all Oppoſite Diſcouragements from 
the Laws of Nature, or Ditates of Reaſon. It was againſt the 
courſe of Nature, that he ſhould have a Child, when! bothhis 
own and Sarah's Bodies' Were no better'than dead, as to'Pbwer 
of Generation ; and more againſt the DiRates of Reaſon, that 
Taac ſhould be a. Father after he was Sacrificed : Yet did not &i- 
ther the One or the Other ſeem: fo impoſſible , as that God 
ſhould Lze. . | nas - 
He knew him infinite 1n Wiſdom, Power, and Truth ;-the 
he could ſome way or other, undiſcovered to Human eyes, per- 
form his Promites'; and ſinceno other way appeared, the Author 
of the Epiſtle to the Z7Zebrews, ſuppoſeth he believed, that God was 
able to raife him from the dead. And in thele fteps of our Father 
Abraham, the Apoft'e exhorteth us to walk after him ; but we 
tuft do jit——»0z paſibas aquis, For raifing of the dead wasa 
| 2 thing 
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thing unheard of to Abraham ; whereas the ſame Son of God, 
in whom we are to believe, gave us an Experiment of it in his 
own ReſurreRion ; ſo that to Abraham's Faith, and ours, may be 
Applied our Lords Words to Thomas, we believe after we have 
ſeen ;, but Bleſſed Abraham had neither ſeen, nor heard, yet be. 


lieved. Yet tho? we have but the Faith of 7homas, it ſhall be} 


Snputed to us for Righteouſneſs. The Apoltle faith, Chriſt was de. 
liv red for our Offences, and Raiſed again for our Juſtification 


Weare juſtified by his Blood, becauſe thereby our fins are blot-| 


ted out ; but we are juſtified by his Reſurreition, becauſc there- 
on our Faith is built : For thereby we are convinced of the 
Truth which we are to believe, and by that belief to be juſtified, 
as was Abraham. So plain it is, that the Faith which rhe Gol- 
pel requireth had its toundation in Natural Religion ; and while 
Abraham is propoſed as the Father of the Faithful, Moral Faith 
isalſo propoſed as the Mother of the Evangelical. That in the 
Law to believe in God (hould never be Commanded, nor ſo much 
as Recommended more than Once, and that with no higher 
Eulogy than this, Abraham believed God, and it was Accounted ty 
him for Righteouſneſs ; nor by any of the Prophets, but once, 
viz. The juſt ſhall Live by his Faith, this is no wonder at all: 
For whoever hath ſo much Religion as to believe there is a God, 
muſt believe him to be Abſolutely Perfect ; which he could not 
be, .if he want either Veracity or Power; and if he be infinite 
in Both, it muſt be impoſlible for him to lye, or fail of perform: 
ing his Promiſes. 

This therefore needeth neither Revelation for want of Fvi- 
dence, nor Precept tor want of a plain Obligation: And the Old 
Feſtament- muſt have done impertinently it without any need, 
it ſhould have offered the one or the other, 

Yet though the Old Teſtament give us no Command, it doth 
give us Warnings by the Puniſhment of Unbelievers. Sarah, 
tor her believing Husbands ſake, eſcaped with a gentle Repri- 
mang, though her Unbelief of the Truth of God's Meſſenger, 
were aggravated with a double Untruth of her own: For a” 

e 
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ſhe laughed at the Promife of a Son in her Old Age, and then 
denyed that ſhe did ſo laugh ; yet did the Angel reprove her with 
no other Sharpneſs, but that of Reaſon, againſt |1cr double Fault. 
Is any thing impoſſivle with God 2 was an Argument drawn from 
Natural Religion, ſo forcible, as to triumph over all Natural 
Cauſes, and ſtop the Mouth of all other Infidelity, but that of 
the Atheiſt. . 

But Lot's Wife, after ſo manifc{t Experience of the Power of 
her Gueſts, in delivering themſelves from the Force of the whole 
City, by ſmiting ſmall and Great with Blindneſs, bclieved not 
their Threats to deſtroy the ſame City with Fire; but turning 
back from behind her believing (lying Husband ( whoſe Haſte to 
ſave himſelf, and Obedience to the Prohibition of the Angels 


' ( faying look not behind thee ) hindered him from perceiving it ) 


returning into the curſed City, there periſhed among her wick 
ed Neighbours, and became a Pilar of Salt, that is, in the He- 
brew Idiom, ax everlaſting Monument, of the Puniſhment due 
to Unbelievers. 

When to a ſtarving City, the Prophet of God promiſed a grea- 
ter Plenty the next day, than ever had been known in any ; 
the incredulous Lord had This Puniſhment, that he ſaw it -wzth. 
his eyes, for the Conviction of his Unbeliet, but could not taſt it 
for the ſatisfaQtion of his Hunger. The Unbelieving 1ſraelites, 
who lived upon daily Experience of God's Power, when they 
diſtruſted his Promiſe of Victory over the tall and mighty Ca- 
naanites, periſhed in the Wilderneſs ; and thoſe that asked, Car 
God prepare a Table in the Wilderneſs > fell under his Wrath: 
with the Meat in their Mouths. 

The ſame Light which ſheweth us the Being of Co, ſhew- 
eth alſo his Perfetions; and to give 'an Expreſs Lzw, or uſe. 
any other means to perſwade a Belief in him, had ibcen as 
needleſs, as to perſwade me to believe the Sun ſhineth ; which, 
were an Afﬀront both to the Sun's, Light, and my Eyes... 

And thus I hope I have proved, that Faith in God is a. Duty 
of Natural Religion, a Moral Yertue, and to be valued for its. 

intrinſ(ick. 
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intrinſick Worth, as a Participation of the D7vine Nature, in one 


of God's Attribures, his Fuſtice; and we may well proceed to 


conſider, that beſide this [ntrinſick Worth, whereby it deferv- + 


eth to be valued as Self-good ; it hath another Worth, as a Ser- 
viceable Means to All other Graces and Duties : For, 

2. FATTH is agreat Promoter of Obedience ;' ahd where- 
as the Old Teſtament ſeemeth filent herein, we lave a whole 


and large Chapter in the New, aſcribing all the Heroical Ac- 


tions, and Sufferings of the Patriarchs to This Grace : and fo 
by a kind of Poſthminium, aſſerting the Right which Natural 
Religion taught, and God might ( it he had pleaſed ) have by 
Law required. 

And that it may be Proved as clearly as Aſerted, an Argu- 
ment 1s offered in the Entrance upon the Diſcourſe: By Faith 
Enoch was tranſlated, having received this Te(timony, that he 
pleaſed God; but without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, for 
he that cometh to God, muſt believe that he is, and that he is a 
Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him: Which Argument 
will receive a little Light from the Phraſe wherein the Teſti- 
moeny was given, and whereto the Argument referrs. Itis faid, 
Gen, 5.22. Enoch walked with God, and now the Sorites runs 
thus, He that doth not Walk with God, cannot Pleaſe God, he 
that doth not Come to God, cannot Walk with God, he that 
doth not Believe that God is, and is a Rewarder of thens that 
vs kc ſeek him, cannot Come to him, nor will he ſeek after 

im. 

After this Argument, we have a Muſter of many Atchiev- 
ments performed by Faith, in the Patriarchs and others, among 
whom ſtandeth Father Abraham, like Saul among the People, 
Taller by the Head; not only than all there Preſent, but than 
all mere Men, thar ever were, or *tis likely, ſhall be. The 
Obedience of Abraham was moſt wonderful, both as to the 
Matter and Manner of it. 

1. The Matter was fuch, as he muſt needs have had a mighty 
Temptation ro Diſpute it; and to Plead God's Promiſe in bar 
t9 
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to his Command, God had given him This Son, 'tis true, but 
with a Promiſe annexed, that This Son, This Very Son 7ſaac, 
' ſhould be Father of a numerous and bleſſed Poſterity: And 
ſince this depended upon his Life; whatever Right God might 
have to his Obedience, himſelt had a Right in God's Promiſe, 
which he-could not be obliged to Renounce. 

2. The Manzer of his Obedience was as wonderful, conſi- 
dering the Chearfulnefs and Diligence of the Performance. For 
. though 7ſaae were endeared to him by long Deſpair, and then 
by Glorious Promiſes; though he muſt periſh not by an Ordi» 
' nary or Honourable Death, but that of a Beaſt ; though the 
tender Father muſt not Hear of this by Meſſengers, but muſt 
Torment his Eyes, yea, imbrue his Hands too in the Cruel 
Butchery ; though in ſo doing, he muſt offer little leſs Violence 
to his Reaſon, than to his ſaac ; though all this might well 
have Staggered, yea quite Overthrown both Faith and Obedi- 
ence ; yet is he ſo far from Staggering, that he Stands un» 
ſhakenly firm to his Duty : doth nor plead the Scandal of fo 
Cruel, ſo Inhuman, and Unnatural an Action, as muſt make 
his Perſon and his Religion ſtink among his Neighbours ; doth 
not intercede for his only Son as for Sodom, ſaying, ſhall not the 
God of all the World do Right > Doth nor petition for him, as 
Moſes did for the People, that God would reverſe his Sentence, 
or as Jeptha's Daughter did for a little Time of Reprieve ; bur 
without the leaſt Tergiverfation, is equally Diligent and Cau- 
tious in the Execution ; riſeth early in the morning, hiderh 
his Purpoſe from his Wife, leſt ſhe ſhould hinder it, taketh with 
him but two Servants, and them he leaveth ar ſuch a Diſtance, 
as to prevent the Reſcue which their Officiouſneſs might make 
of their Tong Maſter, from the ſeeming Madneſs of. their 0/4 
One ; drilling aac himſelf along with Pretence,.. thaxt God 
would provide a Lamb : What could the moſt Tender Father. 
do more, to Save the Life of an Only Son? Z#zc eſt Fides, 
faid Nero, when his Servant, to fatisfie his Humour, killed him» 
felf; this is ſuch a Faith, as might well be imputed to AN 

or- 
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for Righteouſneſs, and propoſed to us for a Pattern; and ſtop 
the Mouth of all Obje&tions, againſt Faiths being worthy 
of God's Acceptance, or of a Place among Moral Vertues, 
which are the Graces in Natural Religion. 

And as it hath the Worth, ſo it hath the Unhappineſs of a 
Vertue, beſet on either ſide with a Vice, Dete& on one ſide, 
and Exceſs on the other: On the One fide, Infidelity is the 
Detect, on the other ſide, Credulity is the Exceſs of Faith; 
and as is uſual with all Vertues, we find it reproached under 
the Name of the Exceſs, whereof it is no wile guilty, as we 
come to conſider in our Second Propoſition. 


— 
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CHAP. IV. 


Credulity is not FAIT H, but an Oppoſite Vice. 


IT. 'D REDULITY is not Faith, but as oppoſite to it, as 

Vice is to Vertue: As Fool-hardineſs is to Valour, 
Prodigality to Bounty, and all Exceſs ro Prudence, which is 
the Soul of all Vertue whatever, 


We have reduced Faith to Juſtice ; becauſe its proper Work | 


is to pay God the Confidence due to his Veracity. And here- 


in we ſeem to be out of all Danger of Excels, ſeeing God's Faith- 


fulneſs is Infinite: And ſo indeed we are, while we make our 
Payment to the Right Object. For to God is due, not only Ac- 
tual Belief of every Word which we know him to have ſpoken, 
but an Habitual Readineſs to believe any other, whenever it 


ſhall appear to come from him, and all without reſerve for any 


ſeeming contradicting of Senſe or Reaſon. 

Our only danger of Exceſs therefore lieth in our Miſtake, 
not of the Degree, but the Odbjed ; and this we incur if we 
pay that Confidence to any Creature which is due to God 


only. | 
Our 
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Our excellent Chi/ingtorth ſpake no tels Modeſty, than 
Rationally, when he ſaid, that he had often demanded of the 
Romaniſts, why implicit Faith in our Lord, might not as well 
avail for Juſtification, as implicit Faith im the Church ; but could 
never receivean Anſwer to ſo plain, and important a Queſtion : 
It is indeed too much to be Anſwered, Yet too little to be De- 
manded ; for it ought to be Raiſed to a Demand, how any 
Church dare Challenge, or any Perſon dare Pay, that Faith to 
Any, yea to All the Creatures in Heaven and Earth, which is 
Due to God only ? This is Injuſtice to God, for two plain Rea- 
fons- 

x. It 1s a kind of Spiritual Polytheiſm ; ſuch a falling down 
and Worſhipping the Creature, as muſt provoke 'Him who 
Declareth himſelf a jealous God, that will not give his Honour 
to Another : Let God be true, and every Man a Lyar, is a Dou- 
ble Word of God's own Mouth ; and he that doth not believe 
the Latter as well asthe Former, maketh God a Lyar, and Man 
a God. ; 

2. Thoſe who ſo Require implicit Faith in any other Authori- . 
ty, as to Contradit Reaſon ; give God the Lie, by making him ' 
contradict himſelf. For Reaſon is no leſs the Word of God, 
written in Mans Heart, than is the Scripture written on Paper ; 


Parallel to what St. Paul faith of One Law written in Tables of 


Stoxe, and another zn fleſhly Tables of the Heart. Yea there- 
fore, and therefore Only, are we to believe whatever we find 
in Scripture, becauſe we are by plain Reaſon Convinced, 'that 
it i5 the Word of God, whom we muſt believe in Defiance to all - 
Oppoſition whatſoever. The ſpirit of a Man is the Candle of the 
Lord, Searching the innermoſt parts of the Belly, ſaith Solomox. 
The ſpzrzt is that part of our frame, wherein we are Created in 
Knowledge after the Image of God : And in the fleſhly Tables of 
wr Hearts, are his Words Written with the fame finger, as were 
his Laws in the Tables of Stone; and therefore to fay that this 
Candle ContradiQeth the Sun of Righteouſneſs, is no leſs injuri- 
ous to Ged, than to his Image and Workmanlhip. 


F Thers 
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There -.is indeed in that, as in «this light, great diffe- 
rence of degrees in point. of Brightneſs : Some Truths appear 
fo Plain, that the. Weakeſt,. yea the Soreſt, Eye cannot avoid 
ſeeing and acknowledging them 3\but ſome are ſo Small or fo 
Remote,” \that they may- deceive or eſcape the Beſt : which 
cannot prejudice Belief of ſuch Great Truths, as appear plain 
both by Sunſhine and Candlelight, whereof the Latter never 
Contradicteth the Former, though it cannot Reach-fo Far, or 
Shine ſo, Bright. -- - 1 | oY; 
-- Abrabaw's. Faith is our conſtantly ſerviceable Pattern : It 
ſeemed utterly Repugnant to plain Reaſon, that Zſaac ſhould be 
a. Father of Nations.it he were ſacrificed ; but i ſeemed much 
more ſa, that God ſhould be. Untfaithtul.; and therefore, when 
Abraham believed, he did no. leſs'Juftice to his own Reaſon, than 
to. God's Faithfulnels. | 
... To make this (if poſſible) yet plainer, we muſt diſtinguiſh 
between matter of Faith, and; matter of Fad? : Matter of Faith, 
is this only Propoſition, that it is /mpoſible God ſhould lie; and 
to This, Akrabam, ſtood firmy without ſtaggering at the ſeem- 


ing Oppoſition, between the Promiſe and the Command : But Þ 


that God firſt made ſuch a Promiſe, and then impoſed ſuch 3 
Command, this was Matter of Fact ; wherein, though the Scrips 
ture be filent, Reaſon is not; \For it will:not: fifter us to Doubt 
that 4braham was by. Sufficient. (though tous: Unrevealed) Evi 
dences, ng leſs Secure This way,-than Confident the Other way. 
. Elſe might he, morejuſtly be 'Blamed as Diſhonouring God with 
2. .thought, that He could be Author of a. Crue! Command ; 
than Juſtified for his Confidence in a Faithfulne(s, which had 
been Unconcerned, if his Command had not been Evidently 
Revealed. 

So there muſt be two Meaſures for our Belief: of the one kind 
is the Faithfulneſs. of the Perſon, in whom we believe: if God 
be the Perſon, our Belief muſt.be Abſolute, becauſe his Vera 
City is Infinite; if Man be the Perſon, our Beliet muſt be Wa- 
ry, becauſe Man is a Lyar, orat leaſt may Suſpected to be . 
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Of the other kind, is the Evidence which we have, that what 
is offered us for the Word of God, is really ſuch : and to this 
we muſt pay neither More or Lefs Belief, than 'Reafon will 
prove Due provided we be ſtill ready to pay more, as our Evi- 
dence (hall increaſe;and that becauſe our Reafon for Belief will in- 
creaſe equally with ſuch Evidence. + This is all that Juſtice can 
Demand; and whoever payeth more;, doth it -in his Own 
Wrong, and perhaps in God's too. Je 196 

'Alſad Example hereof we have'in the Prophet, that by the 
Word of the Lord came from Fuda to Bethel, arid to 'the' King's 
Face, Propheſied the Deſtruction of his Altar : He obeyed a Trow- 
bleſome and Hazardous Command, refirfed a Royal Invitation, 
Returned homeward another way than thatby which he came, 
and-in every thing conformed tohis Commiſſion. But\yhen' an 
Old Prophet faid'tor him, / am a Prophet as well as thou art, and«ar 


Angel ſpake unto me by the Word of the Lord, ſaying, Bring him back 


with thee into thine Honſe, that he may Eat Bread, and Drink. Wa- 
ter : "Fhe Eaſy Good. Man, believing the Malicious Lying : one, 
was puntſhed, -nor- fo properly for his D:ſo8ediente!''as-his Cre- 


* dulity. This being the Rule (ſay the Rabbins-#nd Reaſon? rhet 


when a Prophet hath received a Word zmmed{ately from God, he 
mult not believe any other than an equally zmmediate Word of 
God in Contradiction to it. | SE. 

The Example joyntertt cloſe with the Caſe before us. What- 
ever we hear from Clear Reaſon, we hear from a Word_of God : 
who ever' would pettwade us'to disbeheve it, matt produce'fuch 
Credentials, as may Convince' us. to the Contrary ; It hedo this, 
Reaſon immediately tacketh about in Conformity to the Evi 
dence, .as to Another Word of the ſame God: But if no other 
Cretientials be offered-thai his Own, or fom&Otcher Fhichage 


comply with it, thanthe Tt 
The Iying fm SES 6 Ads 11 203-2515903 Ah 
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ready made themſelves the 4ſſes Companions, by ſubmitting 
their Underſtandings to the Saddle, impoſed on them by a dull 
Miſtake of Credulity toward Man, for Faith toward God ; more 
obvious than that of the Fool-hardy Prodigal, or any other 
Over-doer, that by Exceſs vitiateth a Vertue. _ 

By theſe Plain and Vulgar Principles of Morality, we under- 
ſtand in Believing, as we do in All other AQtions, what is Vir- 
tuous or Vicious; and ſo do we alſo, why ſo Little hath been 
ſpoken of it by Moſes and the Prophets, and ſo Much by Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles. Natural Religion Cl/azmed it as due to God, | 


and Forbad to pay it to any Creature ; and upon that Account 
there was #o need of an Expreſs Precept; but the Goſpel 
required a Belief of Truths, never before heard of, and upon 
this New Account, there was the greate/# need , not only of 
an Expreſs Command., but fuch Repeated Importunities, as 
might outvoice both Reaſon, when it ſhould decry ſuch a Be- 
lief; and Intereſt, when it ſhould rebel againſt convinced Rea- 
ſon; Both whereof concurred againſt the Belief, which our 
Lord required, if they were not ſubdued with Clear Eviden- 


ces of his. Divine Authority. 


Pn—— <—— 


CHAP. V. 


Why FAIT H maketh a greater Figure under the Goſpel, 
than it did: under the Law ? 


þ OR our yet clearer View of the Reaſon, why Faith ſhould 
make ſo much a greater. Figure in the Goſpel, than it did 
under the Law.ilet us parallel Faith towards Chriſt, with Loy- 
alty towards the King. Loyalty is a ſtanding Duty, which at a 
times muſt be paid to the King. In Peaceable Times, as there 
is no Occaſion for any Proclamation to Requue 1t;. ſo there is 
no 
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no Reaſon to promiſe it any other Reward, but what the Laws 
of Government promiſe at All Times, to good SubjeQts, viz. 
proteCtion in their juſt Rights : But if a Prince be Dethroned, 
and Baniſhed, and fo diſabled to defend his own Power, and his 
SubjeQts Lives ; if Loyalty now ſhall expoſe a Good Subject to as. 
great Puniſhments, as in good Times are the Rewards of Rebel- 
lon. In this Caſe, Policy, and a Regard for his own Intereſts, 
concur with Juſtice to a good SubjeCts Merits, to perſwade the 
Prince, by publick Proclamations and private Meſlages, and 
all other poſſible Means, to encourage his Subjefts with Libe- 
ral Promiſes, that fo they may find it their Intereſt, as well 
as their Duty, to imploy their endeavours in their Injured 
Prince's Behalf. 

Juſt thus it is in the Preſent Caſe : Faith is a ſtanding Du- 
ty to Chriſt, and muſt be paid at all Times to the end of the 
World. But at that Time, when our Lord firſt Claimed it, 
and St. Paul ſpoke ſuch great things of it, there were extraor- 
dinary Reaſons for the Importunities and Promiſes, wherewith 
It was Then honoured, and the World Solicited ; ſome of which 
Reaſons, in Theſe days, when the Chriſtian Religion hath been: 
long eſtabliſhed, have loſt their Influence; as after the Settlement. 
of the Prince upon his Throne, Loyalty loſeth .its Merit, and 
chimeth no other Reward, than bare Safety and Indemnity. 

Thoſe Extraordinary Reaſons may be reduced to Three : 
x. The Dificulties of Believing. 2. The Danger of Profeſling, 
it. 3. The Neceſſity of Both. 


I THE Difficulties at Firſt were many and great ; the Com- 
mand was Short, but Hard : Tox belzeve in God, believe alſo in Me. 
Tou believe in God, you cannot avoid ſo doing, .and the very No- 
tion of a God exacts it from you: You cannot believe there is 
a God, without believing him to be I»finite, as in all other Per- 
feQtions, ſo in Faithfulreſs ; and this will require on your part 
Suitable, z. e. Abſolute Confidence. The ſame Intinite, Abſo- 
lute, Implicit Belief, which you thus acknowledge due to. &OD, 

. 1S:+ 
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is alſo due to ME; Tam come from Heaven, to te the Light of 
this lower World in Spiritual Things, as the Sun is 1n Corporal; 
and whatever T ſpeak, I require you to believe with the fame 
Confidence, as you would a Particular Word from Heaven, or 
a Manifeſt Object of ſight enlightened by the Yun. 

This at That Time ( till I fay at That Time ) when our Lord 
put in ſuch a Claim, and his Apoſtles pleaded for it, ſeemed a 
very Hard, becauſe very Unreaſonable Command, both to Fews 
and Greeks ; it was to the Jews a Stumbling: block, and to the Greeks 
Foolifbneſs ; for the Jews required a Sign, and the Greeks ſought 
after Wiſdom, and he that would Believe, mult run Counter to. 
them Both ; that is, to the Whole World: for ſo did the Jews 
Object to St. Paul, We know that this Sett is every where ſpoken 

ainſt. : ef) 
= I. The Greeks ſought after Wiſdom, and to Them ſuch a Be- 
lief ſeemed Fooliſhneſs. Their Wiſdom, was Prudence ; their 
Religion, Vertue: The ſame Religion which taught to pay God 
Abſolute Belief, taught rhem alſo to Meaſure their Belief toward 
Man, by the Credibility of the Speaker, or of the. Word by him 
ſpoken; and whatever exceeded 7his Meaſure, was in their Opi- 
nion Fooliſhneſs, becauſe Unreafonable Credulity. 

But 'if Religion were no leſs concerned than Reaſon, then 
mult Impiety join with Fooliſhneſs; and as it doubled the 
Vice, ſo did it the Caveat :' for as all Change of Qpinion is diffi- 
cult, fo is that of Religion moſt ſo, The World was never 
poſſeſſed by any Religion ſo abſurd, but that Education and 
Growth gave it ſuch Roots, as would not be pluck d up with 
Eaſe, or a little Labour ; yea, moſt Men have no. other Reaſon 
tor their Religion, but that which equally prevails: for the Wortk 
as for the Bett, The Whimſies of Mahomet: are no. lels confident- 
ly embraced, and: zealouſly detended and propagated, than the 
Holy DoCtrines of the Bleſſed Jeius. The Worthippers of (God's 
Mirror ) the Sun, yea of-the Works. of ' Mens Hands in Vaud 
and Stone, are.no lefs tenacious. of their Folly, than Wei are of 
the Truch : Thoſe who Worſhip what :they' Ear, boldrn. 
; L:101C 
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thoſe damned who will not pull out their Eyes and do the fame: 
Since therefore none could believe in Chriſt, without renounc- 


ing the Religion whereof he was poſſeſſed ; This alone made 
it very difficult. | 


And the very Meannefſs of the Perſon, was a mighty prejudice: 


againſt ſo great a Claim. This had no part in the Tryal of Abra- 
ham's Faith ; He was no leſs ſure that he had God's Cominand 
for Sacrificing //aac, than that he had his Promiſe for a bleſſed 


Poſterity from his Loins: but here the great Difficulty is the 


Credibility of the Perfon, commanding and promiſing ſtith 
great Things, That Ze could give his Followers Eternal Life, 
who could not as they thought, fave himſelf from the moſt 


Shameful and Painful Death ; that he could give the Inheritance 
of a Kingdem, who had not where to lay his head; that the-Sorfr 
of a Carpenter was the Son of God ; that a Man of Sorrows was 
the Lord of Glory ; theſe appeared ſuch Abſurdities to their Rea» 
ſon, that thoſe who ſought after Wiſdom, muſt needs find it ex-: 


tremely difficult to ſwallow them. 


2. The Jews required a Sign, and ſitth-a Sign, as might be tio 


leſs roo mighty tor all thoſe which had been wrought by Meſes's 
Rod, than was his Serpent for thoſe of the Fgyptiaw Magicians. 
The Founders of all other Religions, wheedled the Credulous 
Crowd into a Belief of their Famiharity with fome God::* Thus 
did Nama impoſe upon his Romans, and 1ahomet upon his Ara* 
bians : But Moſes was publickly owned by God in the eyes of 
the whole People, who for the ipace of Forty Years lived upon 
Miracles under his Conduct ; they faw and heard the dreadful 
Thunders and Lightnings which promulgated their Laws, which 
they therefore believed muſt be Immortal, becaufe they knew 


them to be Divine: And can they believe hm to come from the © 


ſame God, who in their Opinion, prophaned the Sabbzth which 
That Law had made the Cognizance of his peculiar People? Tt 
is true, the Miracles which our Lord, and (atrer hin) his Apo- 
{tles wrought, were Many and Great, ſufficient to Conyinteany 
nnprejudic'd Perſon ; but as they were not equally publick,”as 

Was 


| 
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-was the appearance of God on Mount S7zaz, ſo were they Op- 
poſed by Prejudices, with which Moſes met not in the minds of 
the People. 

To this Prejudice derived from Religzon, 2dd another from 7: 
zereſt. They called the Law their Inheritance, and as ſuch 
they valued it ; they look'r down upon the 01 the profane re- 
{fidue of Mankind, as no leſs Inferior to their holySelves, than 
Superior to the Beaſts: And that they jhould be Levelled into 
an Equality with the Gentiles, how incredible it appeared, we 
may meaſure from the Aſtoniſhment of the great Apoſtle, who 
ſpeaks of it, as if he were again Struck down by a Light, and 
Voice from Heaven. Eph. 1. 11. By Revelation he made known to 
me the Myſtery, &c. and verſe the 9th. To make all Mew ſee what 
#s the Fellowſhip of the Myſtery, which from the beginning of the 


World hath been hid in God, who Created all things by Feſus Chriſt, 


to the intent that now unto Principalities, and Powers in Heavenly 
places, might be known by the Church, the Manifold Wiſdom of God, 
according to the Eternal purpoſe, which he purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord, What is This ſo wonderful Myſtery ? even this, 
which cannot be Comprehended in one Clauſe, that the Gex- 
tiles ſhould be Fellow- Heirs, and of the ſame body, and Partakers 
of God's promiſes in Chriſt by the Goſpel. By ſuch Amazement 
of this great Apoſtle, we may judge of his whole Nation ; and 
by the Aſtoniſhment of Him, who would not have believed upon 
any leſs Evidence than a Revelation, we may ſafely Meaſure the 
Difficulty, which lay uporr all thoſe that were Trained up in 
the ſame Religon. 

Another Stumbling-Block lay quite Croſs their Way, becauſe 
Croſs to their Expectations : They lookt for a Meſftah that by 
his Viftories ſhould no leſs advance them in Proſperzty above all 
' other Nations, than Moſes by his Law had advanced them in 

Holineſs: A Meſſiah, whoſe Perſon ſhould be Illuſtrious, his 
| Sword ,Viftorious, his Reign Glorious, and of whoſe Xing dom 
there ſhould he no end, either in point of Extent or Duration. 
Snch a Meftah did their Prophets promiſe, and the time "pot: 
e 
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ed was now fulfilled ; their expeQations therefore were big, 
and their longings ardent : And muſt this Triumphant Mefrat 
now dwindle into a poor Galz/eas ? muſt their Expe@ed Tri- 
umphs ſink into this diſmal promiſe, Ze that well be my Diſci- 
ple, muſt take up his Croſs and Follow'me > This was therefore 
a great Stumbling-block to their Underſtandings, -becauſe it lay 
Croſs to their Intereſts; they were the more Unable, becauſe 
Unwilling, to believe it ; which therefore Required a Weight of 
importunities and promiſes, ſufficient to: Counterballance the 
Double weight of ReluRtancies.' Nor was this - the . worſt., 
For, | 


IT. ZThe Danger was at That time no leſs than the Dficulty. 
As it was extraordinary 1n- point of Danger to the -Diſci- 
ples, ſo did it require ſuch Extraordinary/Promiles, -and importu- 
nities from our Lord, as might induce them both to Combat all; 
Difficulties, .and out-face all Danger. - . \ id ke 

In good and peaceable times, when. a Prince exerciſeth his 
Power without oppoſition, as theres no\Merit in; Loyalty, ſo is 
there no Proclamation of Reward to.-it..\But if he. bei'driven 
from his Throne, and diſabled not only to Govern his Subjects, 
but to-Defend Himſclt; it Loyalty be treated as Rebellion, and 
to Aſſert the Oppreſled Prince's Right, be-a Forfeiture of Life 
and Eſtate; in ſuch a Caſe, the Prince's Intereſt concurreth 
with Juſtice, to: perſwade him to, Encourage his good Subjeas 
with Pronuſfes as Extraordinary as his Own Needs, and Their 
Danger. | 

Juſt thus it was in thoſe times when Faith made fo great a 
Figure in the Goſpel, that it ſeemed to ingroſs the Whole duty 
of a Chriſtian, and All the promiſes of Salvation. - Had - it 
been ſufficient to have believed without Publiſhing it, what- 
ever the Difficulty might have been, the Safety might have 
Equalled it: But this could not be Accepted ; the Mouth muſt 
Jjoyn with the Heart, Ro. 10. 10. , For with the Hearr Man believeth 
unto Righteouſneſs, and with the Mouth Confeſſion is made unto Salva- 
tim, Nicodemus came to our Lord with rhe Former without 


CG the 
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the Latter; for coming by night, and privately owning what he 
was either 4ſamed or Afraid Openly to profeſs, he is told in 
rhe Rabbinical Stile, that unleſs by Baptiſm he make Open Pro- 
feffivn of his Faith, he cannot be a Chriſtian, Jo. 3. To the fame 
Sefile alfo did our Lord tell his Apoſtles, when he Commiſtioned 
them to Preach the Gofpel, Fe that Believeth, and is Baptized, 
fpall be ſaved: Not firnply, he that Believeth, but he that Be- 
keveth and is Baptized; fo making a Publick Profeſſion of his Be- 
Hef, arid himſelf a Viſible Member of Chriſt's Church, which 
that way he muſt make himſelf known to be. 

The Rulers had no leſs Malice in their hearts, than Power in 
their hands, againſt all that ſhould Profeſs a Faith, which muſt a- 
boliſh the Law of Moſes, which they gloried in,as advancing them 
fo-2 ſingular holineſs above All Other Nations; which yet were no 
teſs enethiesto the farrie NewRelzgion becaute it muſt deſtroy their 
Idols. Our Saviour therefore dealeth plainly and faithfully, faying, 
He that will be my Diſciple, muſt take up his Croſs and Follow me : 
He that hateth not Father and Mother, Tea, and his own Life als, 
eannot be my Diſciple. I ſend you forth as Lambs among Wolves, 
ye ſhall be” brought before Governors, and Kings for my Names 
ſake, &c. 


Such hardſhips were not more contrary to the Appetites of } 


Fleſh and Blood, than to the Notions they had been Educated in, 
of great Proſperity under the Meſſiah. They had dreamed of ano 
ther kind of Yifory ever the World, than what St. Fohn- boaſted, 
faying, This is the Viftory which overcometh the World, evey your 
Faith. That Faith which overcometh the World by ſuffering 
all kinds of Perſecutions in this Life, in aſſurance of glorious 
Rewards in another, was no leſs unwelcome than the miſeries, 
which it muſt Triumph Over. 

And in this, the Faith of the Chriſtian outvyeth That of 
Abraham himſelf. There was indeed a danger that he might 
loſe his ſaac, if God would not reſtore him to Life when Sacri- 
ficed ; but he had an experiment of God's Power to give him 
Another Son, notwithltanding his Old Age, if he would = re- 

Ore. 
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ſtore the ſame : But to the Faithful Diſciples of Chriſt there was 
apparent, not Danger only, but Certainty, of Loſing their 4, 
Children, Parents, Lands, Liberty, yea Life it ſelf. 

Bleſſed be the gracious providence of God, that now, and for 
many ages, the wind is turned tothe contrary point. Our Edu- 
cation maketh it now as Dzficult, and our Laws as Dangerous, to 
Deny Chriſt, as at firſt it was to Confeſs him: and Conſequent- 
ly the Extraordinary worth it might derive from thoſe Topicks, 
mult now be Lower'd ; and whea it ſhall thus be. reduced to its 
Ordinary and Permanent worth, it willappear (like Loyalty in 
peaceable times) a Common Grace, worthy of no greater than 
Common Rewards, For now it's whole Excellency is owing 
to it's Fruits, wherein alſo it falleth ſhort of whar it bore in 
the times of it's planting. 


II. The Neceſſity of Profeſſing Faith was equal to the Dif- 
ficulty and Danger : And indeed without This, the other two, 
or either of them, would have made the Command Unrea- 
ſonable. » 

That Prince would not deſerve to þe Owned in the Beſt of 
times, -much leſs to be Fought for in the Worſt, that ſhould 
Needleſly -impoſe Hard and Dangerous Services upon his good 


Subjects. 


To expoſe them to the Hardſhips and Dangers ofa Neceſſary 
War, hath always been juſtified in-the beſt Kings; and to.encou- 


rage their valour with -promiſe of ſuitable Rewards, is equall 


Juſt and Wiſe : But to expoſe them to fight with Beaſts, only for 
the Pleaſure of the SpeRacle, was abhorred;/by Faithful Chriſtians, 
when practiſed by wanton Heathens. Let us therefore diſtinguiſh 
the Times. | _ 

I. This Neceflity of the Profeſſion of Faith had ſomething 


fingular-at #5a? time, when it was firſt exalted-to ſuch Honor. 
-A Great and Dangerous work muſt be performed. , The AKing- 


dom of Fleaven mult ſubdueall the reſiſting warld:: God's Wor- 
ſhip muſt be ſtript of all thoſe Ceremonies, wherew#h thus. own 
G 2 _ hand 
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hand had dreſt it, and reduced to imple nakedneſs of ſpirit and 

truth ; the Partition-wall. muſt be broken down, which appro- | 
priated God's holy people &c.' Toward ſo great a work he came | 
furniſhed with no other power, but that of working Miracles 
tor mens Conviction: And ſhould rhoſe who were thereby Con- 
vinced, hide their Belief within their own Breaſts, it could only 
have brought ſome particular Perſons, not whole Nations to Sub- | 


ion. It was therefore Necellary to call aloud not only for Be- 


lief, but for Profeſſion of it : And ſince ſuch a Profeſſion at ſuch a 
Time , muſt run ſuch a Gantlop, between Difficulties and 
Dangers,it was but reaſonable,that the importunities of the Calls, 
and the price of the Promiſes, ſhould join with the Necellity of 


* the Performance to out-weigh ſo great Diſcouragements, 


2. Though in ſuch Extraordinary reſpects, the Neceſlity be 
now abated, fo that every Believer need not be a Preacher or 
Confeſſor in the hardeſt Senſe; yet there ſtill remaineth a Ne- 
ceſlity of Faith, and the Profeffion of it, from the influence it natu- 
rally hath upon the Beltevers Aioxs ; and ſince Theſe muſt al- 
ways be Holy, That muſt always be Indiſpenſible. 

Loyalty is Loyalty at all Times. In the worſt of Times it will 
Fight, in the beſt it will Obey: and when it hath »o Occaſion, 
will be Ready to approve it ſelf as it ought, upon a// Occaſions, 
And Faith is Faith at all Times. When the World fighteth a- 
gainſt its Lord, it will fight againſt the World in his Cauſe: it 
hath the ſame Valour, when it hath not the ſame Occaſion to 
exerciſe it by ſuffering, as had the Primitive Chriſtians: andit 
hath ever the Faithfulneſs to fight againſt all kinds of Enemies 
to his Kingdom, Fleſh and Blood, and Spiritual Wickedneſs, and 
whatever will not have the Lord to rule over it. 

The Chriſtian in the moſt peaceable Times, is a Souldier, Li- 
ſted under his Lord's Banner in Baptiſm : he muſt follow (when 
called ) the Captain of his Salvation, that was made Perfett by 
Sufferings ; and when Tempted, he mult walk in the ſteps of 
his Father Abraham, ſacrifice his Lults, though no leſs dear than 


was his 1/aac, 
Our 
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Our Lord therefore is not like ſome weak Princes, that upon 
meer unaccountable Caprichio's, load their good Subjects with 
heavy Burthens, and advance worthleſs Favourites to undeſerved 
Honours ; but meaſftireth his Laws by his Subjefs Needs. Our 
Lord declareth,that the Reaſon of his coming into the World, was 
his Fathers and his Love to it, and it mult be a greater Myſtery 
than any he hath required us to Believe, if he ſhould pleaſe ſo to 
trearthe World which he ſo Dearly loved, as to require men up- 
on pain of Eternal Death, to believe beyond what is needful for 
their Salvation. For ſhould he require more than is meedful 
he muſt do it cither tor ſome other reaſon, or without any reaſon 
at all. If we believe him to require Faith for any Other reaſon, 
than becauſe it is Necellary for our incouragement to Holineſs, 
in order to our Happineſs, we diſhonour him, becauſe No other 
reaſon can be worthy of his Goodneſs or Majeſty : If upon No 
reaſon at all, we diſhonour him, becauſe this would contradict 
his Wiſdom, which never aReth without good reaſon. 
And now I hope we ſufficiently diſcover, why Faith is ſo 
much exalted in the Goſpel. The reaſons are partly Extraordi- 


- nary and Expired, partly Ordinary and Permanent : The Ex- 


traordinary derived from the Circumſtances, wherein the Goſpel 
was firſt preached. The Ordinary, from it's ſerviceableneſs to 
the Divine Life, which Natural Religion aimed at, but rhe Goſ- 
pel, by Means of Believing, exalteth with nobler Arguments, as 


will more clearly appear, if we examine the Subject Matter, 
which is to be believed. 


— 


GHAP. YI. 


Of. Faith in CHRIST, as Saviour of the World. 


HAT the great things that are ſpoken of Faith, oblige us to 

enquire what are the Neceſſary Articles .of Faith 1s .too 

Clear to need Proof ; yet is there nothing leſs Heeded or Under- 

ſtood, even by the Inquiſitive : And fo, That Grace who's great 
wort 
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'Worth is derived from its ſerviceableneſs to our Happineſs, b 
diſturbing our Peace, Private and Publick, is made its greateſt 
Enemy. 

Our Preſent Work calleth for Enquiries, not Complaints; 
and therefore, adjourning theſe to a more proper Time, we ſhall 
purſue the Enquiry now before us; viz. What are thoſe ſaving 
Truths, to the Belief whereof Fternal Life is promiſed ? 

And here, our former Remark meets us again. Our Lord 
avoideth Multiplying Articles of Faith, no leſs than Commands : 
Theſe are but Two at moſt, Faith and Repentance ; and Some- 
times theſe Two are reduced to One, and to either of them. 
In 'the ſame Manner doth he treat Faith: Sometimes its Object | 
is but Ore, and ſometimes Two, and ſometimes Ezther of the 


Two; becauſe they are Two in Notion, but Inleparable in 
Action. 


a” 


There are Two Kinds of Objects of Belief. 


7. The PERSON in whom we Believe. 
TI. The WORD which we believe upon Credit of the PERSON, 


And the Promiſe of Eternal Life is given, ſometimes to the 
One, ſometimes to the Other, ſometimes to Beth jointly. 

I. Sometimes it is given to Belief in the Perſox of Chriſt ; and 
this 'more .\frequently, becauſe it is the Ground whereon the 
other 1s built. This we find in our Lords Diſcourſe with Nzco- 
Aemus and Martha, and in the Cloſe of St. Johns Goſpel. 

2. Sometimes it is given to the Belief of the Promiſe. Thus 
St. Par, in his Entrance upon that accurate Diatribe concerning 
the Reſarreiton, telleth the Corinthians, This is the Goſpel by which 
they muft be ſaved. And when he pleaded, that for the hope of 
the Reſurrettion he was called in Queſtion, he ſpake no_leſs Truly 
than Wiſely ; becauſe That is the: Subſtance of our Belief. 

3. Sometimes it is given to Both joyntly. As we found, Rom. 
10.9, If thou fhalt confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Feſus,and ſhalt 


lieve 
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believe in thy beart, that God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou 


ſhalt be ſaved. And the Athenians thought St. Paul a Setter forth 


of ſtrange Gods, becauſe he ſpake ſo much of Jeſus, and the Reſurreti- 
en ; ſuppoſing Anaſtafis to be the Goddefs to Feſus. Theſe two 
are fo nearly Allied, that they cannot be Separated : For who- 
ever believe in Chriſt, as the Son of God, mult upon his Credie, 
Authorifed by his Reſurredion, believe his Promiſe, that they 
thall have a Reſurretion Themſelves. Yet as nearly as they are 
Allied, they are not the Same, and therefore require to be treat- 
ed Scverally. 

Firſt therefore we ſhall ſpeak of what is firft in order of Nas 


| . tare, Belief in the Perſon : And that we may do this the more 


diſtinaly, we ſhall Confider, 

1. What kind of Perſen our Lord requireth ns to believe him 
to be ? 

2. What is meant by Believing in him? 


1. Concerning the Former, viz. What kind of Perſon our 
Lord requireth us to believe him to be > We muſt conſider that 
at that time the world was big with Expectation, of ſuch a 
Perſon, as it was never bleſſed with the like fince it's firſt 
Creation : a Perſon of whom ſuch glorious things were promi- 
ſed, as dazled their Underſtandings ; a Perſon that muſt excel 
Moſes in Miracles, Foſhuah in Victories, Solomou in Riches and 
Wiſdom ; All Prophets in Knowledge, anc. all Xings in Power : 
The Soy, and yet the Lord of David, who ſhould not only free 
them from the then. Galling yoke of the Romans, but ſubdue 
thoſe Romans, and with them all their Provinces. The time 
of the promiſed Coming of this great Perſon was now fulfll- 
ed, and their Longings tharpened to ſo much the greater keen-- 
neſs. 

This Fulneſs of time our Lord made the Subje& of his firſt 
Sermon, ſaying, The time is fulfilled, aud the Kingdome of God is 
at hand. This was ſo notoriouſly known that it made the Fews 
obſtinate even to madneſs indefence of their City and Temple 


againſt 
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againſt the Romans ; yea it made ſo much, and fo loud Talk in 
all the Eaſt, that the noiſe reached to Rome, and contributed 
not a little to Yeſpa/rans s advancement to the Empire, becauſe 
(faith the Hiſtorian) Percrebait Sermo, there was common Talk, 
that at that time there would ariſe in the Eaſt, a Perſon that 
ſhould Govern the World. 

Such an one had Daniel promiſed Dar. 7. 13. There was given 
him Dominion and Glory, and a Kingdom, that All Nations and 
Languages ſhould ſerve Him. The Title there given him, 1s no 
other than the Sox of Man, which our Saviour oft-times aſſumes 
to himſelf; which that we may underſtand how much it may 
import, we muſt conſider, that the Fews had fome peculiar 
Idioms, whereof two Principally did import the Eminence of the 
Sul ject ſpoken of. / 

xr. They leſt That Indefinite, which they would imply to ex- 
cced any Definition: God do ſo to me and more alſo, was a curſe 
which ſignified more than any expreſſion could define : Zhere- 
fore Twill do This anto thee, and becauſe I will do This unto thee, 
therefore Prepare to Meet thy God O Tſrael, ſaid the Prophet ; 
whereby hethreatned a Judgment, and required an Atonement 
Extraordinary and Unexpreſſible. 

If our Title [ Sox of Man] ſeem not ſufficiently accounted for 
by this Idtom, and the Prophet Danzel's Prophecy ; ſome other 
of his Characters will. Fob. 8. 24. He faith of himſelf, If you be- 
lieve not that I am He, you ſhall die in your fins. The Word HE 
is ſufficiently indefinite, but the Original not having ſo much as 
That, 1s much more ſo. The Baptiſt ſent Two of his Diſciples to 
enquire if he were 6 Epy4u».®,, He that ſhould come, and the Mul- 
titude bleſſed him in the Name of the Lord under That Chara: 
Qter. The Meſſah, is a Great, but Indefinite Title. Anointing 
was a Complement of the greateſt Kindneſs and Honour, that 
could be beſtowed on a Guelt ; and it was preferred to a Cere- 
mony, 1n beſtowing the higheſt Dignities. Prophets, Prieſts 
and Xings, were Enitated by it; and our Lord is thereby cha- 


ractered, but indefinitely, whether Prophet, or Prieſt, or King, 
or All, 2, Ano- 
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2. Another Idiom of advancing any thing or perſon, was by 
entitling it to God; thus Rivers of God, Mountains of God, &Cc. 
were the maſt Eminent in their kind : Mas of God 1ignified the 
moſt excellent Prophet ; Xingdom of God, the moſt excellent 
Government; and the Sox of God, was by Daniel made a Chara- 


Eer of the greateſt Beauty and Majeſty. For whereas by thar 


Phraſe he deſcribed the 4th. in Nebachadnezzar's Furnace, we 
are not to imagine that he pretended to have ſeen the Sox of God, 
and thereby to know who was like him in Garments or Coun- 
tenance, but that he uſed that Phraſe, as the higheſt Expreſſion 
of Extraordinary Beauty. 

Theſe high CharaQers, the Meſſiah or Chriſt, and the Son of 
God, &c. are given our Lord, ſometimes Severally ; ſometimes 
Jointly, St. Paul teſtifieth to the Fews, This Jeſus that 7 preach 
wnto you is the Chriſt ; St. Fohn profeſleth, Theſe things are written 
that you may believe, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God; 
and Martha declareth, 7 believe that thou art the Chriſt, the Son 
of God, that ſhould come into the World. And leſt it might ſeem 

oſſible that ſome other Perſon might be capable of all theſe, 
Re extraordinary Eulogies; to Exalt him above every 
Name that may be named, he \tileth himſelf, not only the Sox, 
but the Only Begotten Son of God, < 

The other Characters ſpeak an unmeaſurable Excellency, and 
this /a/t a Singular and Incommunicable one : and upon this 
Singularity of his being the only begotten Son of God, expreſled 
by his being anointed before he came into the World, we ſhall anon 
find him prefer himſelf above all that were upon leſs Accounts 
called Gods. X 
_ Theſe and the like high CharaQers ſpeak him a Perſon of Su- 
per-eminent and Unmeaſurable Greatneſs; a Perſon (like his 
Emblem, the Light) ſo Glorious, that by our moſt intent View 
we cannot plainly diſcover any thing of it but his, that we can- 
not diſcover it. Aad this is ſo far trom hindering the Belief 
which he requireth, that it 1s the very Reaſon why we are ob- 
liged to pay it, For, as we therefore believe in the Light, be- 
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cauſe the ſame Brightneſs which dazleth our Eyes, if we fix 
them direQtly upon its Fountain, plainly ſheweth us every thing 
that it ſhineth on ; ſo our Lord, whole Divinity maketh the 
Dignity of his Perſon incomprehenſible, 1s for that very Reaſon 
to be believed with our utmoſt Confidence. 


II. What is meant by Believing in his Perſon For Joh. 12. 7 5. 
Teſus ſaid unto them, yet a little while is the Light with you, walk 
while you have the Light.—While you have the Light, believe inthe 
Light, that ye may be the Children of Light. In which Words he 
plainly declareth, that all Men are 7rave/ers, what the Light 
1s to Travellers, That himſelf is to the World ; and therefore, 
what Confidence the Traveller hath in the Light, the ſame 
muſt we have in Him. 
' Should the Wiſeſt, the- Greateſt, yea, All the Men in the 
World, or an Angel from Heaven, contradiCt the Light, the Tra- 
veller would not abate his Belief init : Should any Authority 
whatever tell him, That is a Tree; which the Light telleth him 
15 a Stone ; ſhould they tell him that is a Path, which the Light 
telleth him is a River ; ſhould they perſwade him to go where 
the Light ſheweth a Precipice, or that there 1s no Path where the 
Light ſheweth a plain one ; he would with a little Variation ap- 
ply to them all, the Authentick Rule, Let the Light be true, but 
every Man a Lyar. 

Thus it is, that we are to believe in Chriſt ; for thus 4braham 
believed in God, maugre all Difficulties which his Aﬀecion to 


Tſaac, and all the ContradiQtions which his Reaſon could oppoſe, | 


the one againſt his Obedience, the other againſt his Confidence. 
And this is our Saviour's Claim, ye believe in God, believe alſo in 
Me, z.e. with the ſame Confidence. 

Where the Importance is Unvaluable, no Care can' be too 
reat; we ſhould therefore moſt carefully and diſtinaly conſi- 
er, that the Light of the Sun may be look'd upon two ways, 

either with a Wary Eye, diligently but obliquely obſerving what 


it ſheweth by vs Beams ; or with a Direct Eye, curiouſly view- | 


ing 


DD” TE TTL CT ff 3 os, 


—_ 5 


* oe 1... 


'R 


0 
(1- 
'S, 
at 


TY 
1g 


- 


[41] 


ing and endeavouring to diſcover its Features. So our Belief 
in Chriſt may look upon him under two Reſpects : With reſpe& 
tothe World, as its Saviour; or with reſpe& to his Perſon, as the 
Son of God, 


I. With reſpett to the World : Every one ſeeth the Sun to be 
under God, its greateſt Benefactor, in Communicating the 
Comforts, which every of its inhabitants enjoyeth. And 
as this Bounty is the Reaſon of the Sun's ſhining, fo it is no 
Leſs, yea it is More underſtood by the Traveller on his Road, 
than by the Philoſopher in his Cell. Thus it is with the Sur 
of Righteouſneſs : Vis Title is the Saviour of the World, and his 
Buſineſs is to make good his Title. This made him Riſe with 
Healing in his Wings, and for This Reaſon requireth ſo to be be- 
lieved in, as the Sun is by the Traveller, who directeth every 
ſtep by its light. Ins 

What ever the Capacity or Opinion of the Traveller be ; whe- 
ther he be an llliterate Clown, that thinketh the Sun no bigger 
than his Buſhel : or a skiltul Aſtronomer, that can reckon how 
many hundreds of times he is bigger than the earth ; whether 
he believe the light to bean Accident, or Subſtance ;. what ever 
his Thoughts be of its Nature , Magnitude , Diftance, ©. 
5 the Sun 1s his Faithful Guide, whenever he walks by its 

1ght.,. ” hg 

And that this PraCtical Faith is what our Saviour chiefly requir- 
eth, ſeemeth plain, as by other evidences, ſo by his own' words: 
For when the Fews came about him, and faid unto him, Zow long 
doſt thou make us to doubt 2 If thou be Chriſt tell us fan; and 
he in anſwer thereto called God his Father, they took up ſtones to 
ſtone him, becauſe (faid they ) thou being a man makeſt thy felf Grd . 
He did-not, upon fo preſſing an occaſion, Aſſert his right, bur a- 
bating ſo much as Exceeded their Comprehenfion, fatisfied Him- 
ſelf (that he might fatisfy Them) with what might be ſirfltct- 
ent. for their Conviction to Salvation : 7s 77 not written is bier 
Law (aid he) T have ſaid you are Gods ? If he called them Gras 
EE H 2. whom 
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whom the word of God came, and the Scriptures cannot be broken, ſay 


ye of him whom the Father hath Sanfified, and ſent into the World, 


thou Blaſphemeſt, becauſe I ſaid I am the Son of God ? That he 
ſpake this in compliance with their Capacity, not their Rage, ap- 
peareth, becauſe when they would not be appeaſed, he eſcaped 
eaſily out of their hands. It was ſufficient to their Salvation, 
to know How and Why he came into the world, and that (as 
his Work, ſo allo) his Perſon was greater than ever had been in 
in it ſince its Creation ; he ſpeaketh nothing of what he had 
been from Eternity in Himſelf, but what he was in Relat 
on tothe World, and in Compariſon of all Other Meſſengers of 
God to it. 

They were ſent into the world the Common way, and were 
Afterward fan&tified by receiving God's word; but I, faith he, 
was Firſt SanRified, and afterward /ext; and if they who were 
Leſs extraordinary, were Honoured with a Higher Title, being 
called Gods; can it be blaſphemy in me who am their Superior, 
if I take to my ſelf a Meaner Title ? 

Thus did he (like Elijah) contra himſelf to their dimenſi- 
ons, requiring only Such a Meaſure of Faith as was ſuitable to 
Their Underſtandings, and His own Deſigns. Were he not great- 
er than Moſes and all the Prophets, he could not have Compe- 
tent Power to advance ſuch a Xingdom of God, as muſt abrogate 
Theſe Laws which were written by God's own Hand. It was 
therefore neceſſary he ſhould require Such a belief in his Perſon, 
as might bring the world into ſubjeQion to his Sceptre: Leſs 
than 7his cannot ſerve his Ends ; and therefore Leſs than This 
he muſt not bethought to Require. 

Yet ſince the Fruits of Faith will grow in proportion to the 
Apprehenſions we have of the Dignity of his Perſon, it will 
Not ſo much concern us to conſider how little his goodneſs may 
condeſcend to Accept, as how Much is Due to his Greatneſs. 
For All the Arguments, which rife from 7hzs Topick, carry a 
ſtrength anſwerable to the ſentiments we have thereof. And 
for that reaſon we proceed to conſider what we are to be- 
heve, 2. With 
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2. With reſpett to his Perſon ; (The Apoſtles after our Saviours 
own Example) maketh this aMeaſure of Gods love to the World, 
that he ſent his Only begotten Son to ſave it. Now if we Believe 
this Only begotten to be the Beſt Man that ever came into the 
world, yet no more than a Mere Man, the gift could not exceed 
the Value of a Man. But when we believe him to be no leſs than 
God manifeſted in the Fleſh, then will his love appear ſo 
much the more Admirable, by how much his Blood was more 
Precious. | 

Or if a meaner Motive can more prevail upon us ; if ſelf-love 
will more ſtrongly carry us to labour for a Reward, than Grati- 
tude will to anſwer Obligations, then will our Confidence in 
his Promiſes, anſwer the Degree of Power wherein our belief 
ſhall place him who hath given us thoſe Promiſes. 

The Death of Chriſt is by the Apoſtle made an Argument 
to Oblige thoſe to Mutual Love, for whom he ſuffered it. Upon 
This Argument he Exhorteth to forbear the uſe of ſuch Meats 
as may become dangerous to others : So (faith he) ſhall thy 
weak Brother Periſh for whom Chriſt Died. But. this carried 
a much greater force as the ſame Apoſtle preſſed it upon the 
Elders of the Church of Epheſus, 4s 20. 28. Take heed 
therefore unto your ſelves, and to all the Flock, over which the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers to feed the Church of God which 
je hath purchaſed with his Own Blood, 

In a word, as mere Gratitude to fo great a Saviour, muſt 
Oblige us to Think and ſpeak the Beſt that poſſibly we can of him, 
ſo the Power of Belief toward All the good Ends, for which. 
it ſelf is required , muſt engage us to receive in as Proper, 
and High a- ſence as poſſibly we can, All thoſe words of Scrip- 
ture (and they -are not few) wherein we find him declared ta. 
be not only the Son of God, but God himſelf. 

Yet on the other ſide, ſeeing the whole Book of. God, and. 
the brighteſt light of Reaſon, and the Conſent of All the 
wiſe men of All Ages and Nations, Unanimoufly Proclaim,,; 
that there is but Oye. God, and it is not poſlible tor us " .be- 
. eve. 
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lieve otherwiſe; therefore here we muſt look: about us and 
Conſider. 

For we muſt not doubt but every. Word of God 1s true, and 
if the Scriptures ſay no leſs plainly, that Chriſt 7s God, than it 
doth, that there is but One God, even the Father, x Cor. 8.6. then 
muſt we believe the One and the Other, with equally ſupreme 
Confidence: Reaſon muſt not make us doubt of the Truth of 
cither-; but ſearch out the Truth of Borh. 

In which Work it will be requiſite, that firſt we ſtate the 
Dodrine of the 7rinity; for then we ſhall have gone a great 
way toward the Diſcovery of That of the /ncarnation. 


_ 
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CHAP. VIL 
Of the Holy Trinity. 


| be All-Queſtions (and — in-this Nice one of.the Holy 
Trinity ) Confaſtons and Diſlatisfactions ariſe from miſun- 
derſtanding the 7erms : I ſhall therefore firſt endeavour to 
Clear them from their Ambiguity. RP 
A Council was Conven'd at Alexandria, on purpoſe to find 
ſome Cure for the then raging Arian» Controverfie: . It was 
thenipropoſed', That. Both: Parties ſhould forbear the Words 
20a & vaizuns, ſeeing the Former was not at all found:in Scripture, 
nor the Latter, in ſuch a Sence as belong'd to the Queſtion in 
Diſpute. - This were indeed a ſure way : Did we ule no other 
Words, than what we meer with in Scripture, we ſhould. eſcape 
Quarrelling about ſuch Niceties; as no Word-1n Scripture oc-. 
caſions: But ſince it is not to be hop'd, that all Parties thould 
agree to ſuch a Propoſal, the zext is, that in all. Words which 
are Matter of Queſtion, we ſhould take away:ithe Equivoca- 
tion,” which hinders as tram a diſtin: Perception of the Meanr: 
ing of the Adverſaries,afid perhaps ob'our own Words... "_ 
- here 
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here we may ſettle for a Rule, that Words which import Mat- 
ter, muſt be Equivocal, when apply*d to things Immaterial. 
The Scripture (we ſee) plainly telleth us, that Chriſt is the O#- 
ly Begotten Son of God : Arius thence.inferred, that he could not 

Co-eternal with rhe Father, but there muſt be a Time when 
he was not : Which Inference was plainly caus'd, by not'con- 
ſidering, that the Word Begotten, when apply'd to a Spirit, 
muſt be Equivocal. Should we lay aſide this Word, or ſhould 
we endeavour to explain it by any other, yet ſhall we never 
be able to ſpeak (o properly, but that there will be ſtill ſome 
Tinure of Matter, which may impoſe upon an unwary Un- 
derſtanding. 

But when the Word is not found in Scripture, and the Trans 
ſation of it from-one Language into another; is Equivocal too; 
then is there'need of double Caution. It is frequent witlr'the 
Latin Schools, - to over-do in Tranſlating from the Greek, as'we 
have experienc'd in both the Words now mention'd, which it 
will highly concern us to take notice. of. | 

1. The-Controverted Word ##z, which the Fathers in the 
Council of Alexandria would have laid affde; and whict: lite- 
rally importeth- no more than Beingneſs ( if I may make ſuch 
2 Word) they have advanc'd to Subſtance; a; Word ſo much 
apply'd to Matter, that ſome with great Confidence, deride 
itas a Contradiction, to ſay that a Subſtance can be Immate> 
rial, The more'we attend- to our own Senſes; or Ariſtotles 
Predicaments, the more ſtrongly are our Minds poſleſs'd, that 
Subſtance mult be Material, and we find it- very hard to ſharpen 
our Conceptions to ſuch Keenneſs, as to ſeparate them. 

Dr. Sherlock tells us, that we muſt not ſeek for any other Sub- 
ftance in God, but infinite Power, Wiſdom and Goodhefs'; and the 
School-Men themſelves, when in a wary Humour, inſtead of 
that Word, uſe the Word Eſſence, which as it more faithfully 
tranſlateth the Greek, ſo doth it better ſuit the Nature of a 
Spirit ; and if it come ſhort of expreſſing God's Beingyeſs, yet 
doth it not ſo much Misbeſeem ir. | _ 

2. The 
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2. The other Word #x#izzas is yet more Equivocally tranſla- 
ted, by the Word Perſon, which alſo is it ſelf Equivocal, even 
in Latin ; for in Metaphiſicks, it fignifieth a Compleat Man, 
in Grammer, a Diſguiſe; in Civil Aﬀairs, a Repreſentative, 
or one Repreſented: For thus it is faid, a King is Honoured 
in the Perſon of his Ambaſlador ; and St. Paul faith, Tp whom 
I forgave any thing, in the Perſon of Chriſt forgave I it : Some- 
times ir ſignifieth an Offcer, or ſomething like it ; ſo Tully 
faith, Suſtzneo unus tres Perſonas, Meam Adverſarii, Jwdicis, 
And here again, thoſe who diſpute concerning it, in their 
wary Intervals, quit the Improper and Ambiguous Word, for 


another more ſuitable to rhe Greek, and to Reaſon. Sub/i/tence 
more properly Tranſlateth #zizas, yet even here do they not 
ſick ; but. from three Perſons fink to three Proprieties, three 
Modifications, &c. and ſo run from one extream to ano» 
ther : For it the Word Perſon in its Metaphiſical Ex- 
altation, carry .the ſence too high, thoſe other bring 
it too low. It among ſo many different ſences, any will re 
quire an exact Account, I fay, not of the Word only, but the 
Notion, we: muſt :'not be aſham'd to confeſs that it is In 
comprehenſible. Yea, on the contrary, ſhame will be due to 
thoſe, who at the ſame time profeſs this Myſtery to be In 
comprehenſible , and yet require an exact -Account of it. 

And ſince of all the Terms therein uſed, Perſon is moſt Am- 
biguous and moſt Diſputed ; therein eſpecially. is required moſ 
Modeſty. 

No man need to be aſham'd to be ignorant with the Learn: 
ed and Orthodox Dr. Wa/is, who in ſeveral Treatiſes, ſays 
and ſtands to it, that Perfonality imnorts a Diſtinfion ; but 
what Diſtindion he cannot determine: Yo there are three Some: 
whats which he cannot define, and which make one God. 
Could men of leſs Learning, learn this Modeſty ; could we 
be as ſenſible, that the Word Perſon, in its Metaphiſical Heigth, 
is no leſs improperly applied to the ſecond DiltinQion in the 
Trinity, than the Word Begotten, is in its Phy/ical Baſenels; 
of 
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or (which. is better ) could we caſt away that improper Word 
and always ſpeak as the School-men themſelves ſometimes dog 
by the warier Words of Sub/ſtence, Propriety, &c, we ſhould 
more eaſily fatisfie our ſelves and others, how ſuch Three may 
be Ore. 

But ſince 'tis not our Province to give Law to the World, 
concerning the Words whereby they ſhall expreſs their thoughts; 
but every man 1s allowed to diſtinguiſh an ambiguous Word, 
and take that Sence which is moſt ſuitable to the Nature of the 


thing, eſpecially if it be ſometimes ſo us'd by thoſe with whom 


he diſcourſeth ; we may ſo retain the Words Subſtance and Per- 
ſou, as thereby to underſtand no more, than the Schook-Men 
themſelves interpret them by. And This taken for granted, we 
thus demonſtrate, that there are in the God-head, One Sub» 
ſtance and Three Perſons. | 


I. That GOD 7s a Being abſolutely Perfeft, is the Fundamen- 
tal Principle of all Religion. That Mind is the moſt Perfect Be- 
ing, is no leſs 1iniverſally acknowledg'd ; - When our Mind: is 
polluted, St. Paul exhorteth to renew it ; and tells us, that it is 
renewed in Knowledge after the Image of Him that created him. 
This 'is the fame with Plato's Nis, the Original. Being, Derived 
from None, but. Author of All, and therefore properly tiled 
the FATHER. NY Iv | F- 


IL As M+rd is the moſt Perfect Being, ſo the moſt Perfef7 
Being muſt be a Perfett Mind, But an unthinking Mind can- 
not be a Perfect one: God therefore was never Unthinking. 
And ſince Thought is the Firſt: and Proper Iſſue of a Thinls 
ing Mind ; theretore may it molt properly be ſtiled, The Firſt 
Begotten Son, and muſt be Co-eternal with the Father , bes 
cauſe the Father was never without him. 

In our Eng/iſh we conform to the Latin, and becauſe in that 
Tongue, Vand is of the Feminine Gender, therefore jnſteadof 
Beget, we ſay we Coxceive in our Minds : yer ſtill the Meta- 
, phor 
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phor is the ſame, either way Thought is the Iſſue of the Ming, 


and Word is no other than a Thought : A Thought is no leſs 
than a Word conceiv'd, anda Word is no more than a Thought 
brought forth. 

But becauſe the Maſculine is more worthy than the Femi- 
nine, the Holy Scripture more properly ſtileth the Word, not 
the Conceived, but Begotten Son. 

And fince the Son muſt be of the ſame Nature with the Fa- 
ther ; yea, fince the Word is the fame in Subſtance with the 
Mind, whence it iflueth : Therefore, if the Mind be abſolutely 
Perfe, the Word muſt be abſolutely Wiſe. aiy& equally fig- 
nifieth Word, Reaſon, or Wiſdom; which alſo is our Saviours 
Title; And if in the Beginning of. St. Fohn's Goſpel, aiy& were 
Þ tranſlated, it would be no lefs agreeable to the Greek, and 
more ſo to our Saviours Dignity : ſince ordinarily, Word im- 
porteth a Tranſient Sound ; but Reaſon or Wiſdom, a Perma- 
nent Perfection. 

' Thus have we found the Second Perſon, properly ſtiled the 
Firft Begotten of the Father, Co-cternal with him, and in Time 


manifeſted. 


UT. The MIND or its WISDOM cannot be abſfalutely 
Perfect, if they Do not, or Cannot Perform : They muſt be 
as Dead, if they have no Will; and they muft be as Lame, if 
they want Power to Act : There muſt therefore be a Third 
Perſon, which the Holy Scripture ſtileth the ZZoly Ghoſt, which 
is conſtantly deſcribed by Power and Aon. 

The Angel in this Stile, delivered the Bleſſed Virgin from 
her Doubt of the Poſſibility of what he promiſed, The HOLY 
GHOST ( ſaid he) ſhall come upon thee, aud the POWER 
of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee. Our Lord in the fame 
Stile, denounced unavoidable Damnation, to thoſe who perver- 
ted the Significancy of a Miracle ; Ze that Blaſphemeth againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, hath never Forgiveneſs, but is in danger of eter- 
nal Damnation, becauſe (faith the Evangeliſt ) they ſaid he hath 
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an untlean Spirit. He bad his Apoſtles to tarry at Jeruſalem, 
till they ſhould be endured with Power from on Figh ; when this 
was perform'd, a mighty Wind ſhook the very Houſe, Flames of 
Fire (the moſt active and powerful of Bodies ) ſafe upon their 
Heads, and inflam'd them with ſuch Raptures, that the By- 
ſtanders thought them drunk. When by their Miniſtry, new 
Diſciples receiv'd the Holy Ghoſt ; they ſpake with Tongues and 
prophefied ; that is,they were tranſported, as we may well collect 
from the Deſcription of Sax/'s Propheſying. In the 12th. Chap> 
ter of the Fir(# of the Corinthians, are ehumerated many Supers 
natural Gifts, with this Elogy. A theſe worketh, that. ons and 
the ſelf ſame Spirit, diſtribnting to every one ſeverally as he will. 
And in ſucceeding Ages, though ſuch Miraculous Gifts are 
ceas'd with their Reaſon, ſtill the ſelf fame Spirit, by Motions 
proportionable to our preſent Needs, worketh our Wills to San- 
Rification. 

Thus does the Light of Nature demonſtrate what St. Fohx 
affirmeth, There are Three that bear Witneſs in Heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt ; but what #nd of Three, 
whether Perſons or Proprieties, or what other kind of Differen- 
ces, we have no diſtinct, clear Notion, either from Reaſon or 
Revelation : Theſe Zhree are One, St. Fohn alſo affirmeth, and 
Reaſon faith they muſt be ſo. * For were not the Word the 
ſame with the Mind, it muſt be falſe; and were not the Ac- 
tion the farne with the Mind and Word, it mwlt be worſe than 
Reverence due to the Divinity, dares to expreſs. That every of 
theſe Three is God, is no' leſs plain; otherwiſe he would be 
mixt, and confequently have ſomething + atom Yet will 
it not follow, that becauſe every each Difterence is God, and 
diverfe from the other T wo, it muſt therefore be a diverſe God: 
For even in our ſelves, we have diverſe Faculties, which exceed. 
ing the Power. of Animal Nature, may in a fort be ſtiled Mar; 
yet are they not ſo many Men. 

If this way of: Tracing the Myſtery of the Holy Trimty, 
agree to a Syllable, Cas I doubt nor it doth ) with the mw 
I 2 both 
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' both of the Holy Scripture, and of the Church of England, and. 


be more plainly both to be underſtood and prov'd, than that 


Magiſterial way vulgarly uſed, wherein Reaſon 1s not permit- | 


ted to ſpeak; the Innovation may be ( at leaſt ) excuſed : Yet 
to thoſe who think otherwiſe I anſwer, that I advance nothin 
ew, but only put the old Materials into another, and (1 believe ) 
a better Frame. 

The Fathers and particularly (the Oracle of School-men) St, 
Auſtin, thus ſtate the DoQrine. The Father is the Infinite Origi- 
nal Mind ; the Son, the Wiſdom of the Father, his [mage or Ke- 


flext knowledge of himſelf; the Holy Ghoſt, the Divine Love, where. | 


with the Father and Son love each other : as 1s largely ſet forth by 
Dr. Sherlock in his Vindication ; but Auſtin's Hypotheſrs has theſe 
defects which ours eſcapeth. 

-. I. Itdeſcribeth' a God exaQly Epicurean, wholly taken up! 
with entertaining himſelf, without the leaſt glance upon any 
thing elſe. 


2. The Second Perſon is fatd to be. a Refleftion, which 1s: 


quite another Idea, than that of a'begotten Son, and carryeth. 
a quite contrary Aſpect ; 'the one 1mporting a Return back to 
the Father, the other an Iſſuing out from him. 

3- The third Perſon is ſaid to be Love, which is a perfection 
included in the firlt : for as it was Gods meer Goodneſs, which: 
- taduced him to Communicate his Original Being ; ſo doth the 


ſame Fatherly Goodneſs, induce him to love all thoſe Beings, 
whereof he hath ſo made himſelf a Father. Beſides, we have ſeen, 


and the more we examin, the more we ſhall fee, that the Scrip- 


ture maketh Power the proper Character of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Even his Title of Paraclete importeth the ſame ; For in that Of-. 
fice, as he gave the Apoſtles power to .work , Miracles, ſo he. 


did Chear and Strengthen their minds againſt Perſecutions. 


4. This Hypotheſis ſeems to ſavor of Sabe/lianiſm, more than 


mine, as above explained. | 
We need great care in our Contemplations of God, to keep our 


minds from being ſeduced by what we ſee in the Material world; 


wherein, 
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wherein, becauſe everything is compounded of ſubſtance and Qua- . 
litys, therefore we can hardly avoid imagining God to be a Sub- 
| flance & his PerfeCctions,Qualitys: But the more we conſider-it,the 
more we ſhall be ſatisfied, that he is not to be Contemplated by 
his Pertetions,in the Concrete, but the Abltrat. We have found 
$.Fohn deſcribing him by Light, which hath heretofore. been lookt 
on as a Quality, even by thoſe who doubt nor the Son to be a 
Subſtance. Could we climb up to the Spiritual World, we might 
thence conceive, that Gods PerfeCtions are in him, as light is in 
the Sun, and that it is no diihonour to Him, to ſay, he hath 
no other ſubſtance, than thoſe Perfeftions, which to us ſeem 
Qualitys : But what they are in him, who is their Centre, we 
can no more conceive, than we.could underſtand the Glorys of 
the Sun, if we had-been Born and bred in a.Dungeon : for as 
they are of a quite other Nature, they fall not-ſhort, but much 
exceed, what ever the word Sub/tance can import ; as a Spirit is 
quite another,and much PerteQer Being,than a Body. _ _.. 
The more we conſider this,. the leſs we ſball ſtartle at the a» 
boverecited words. of Dr..Sherlock. We muſt not ſeek for any 0: 
ther Subſtance in God, but Jufinit Wiſdom, Power aud Goodneſs : In 
which words by his inverting the order, wherein we dedu- 
ced. the. Second Perſon from. the Firſt, and the Third from Both ; 
and Bringing no order of his own in ſtead of it, we. are con- 
firmed in the 'Truth of our Hypotheſis : ſince by. naming the 
ſame Three Perſons, without the fame reaſon, we mult inter, 
that he found ſome other reaſon. for it ;. and thence conclude, as 
tirongly as ſuch authority can draw, that as God hath no other 
Subſtance, ſo do theſe Three Comprehend all his PerteCtions. 
" Thus have 1 endeavoured with as much Simplicity: as fo 
vice a Subject will permit, to difplay that Myſtery of tlie 
Trinity, - which has been the trouble of all Ages ever fince it 
was firſt diſputed. I have not advanc'd one Propoſition with- 
out. warrant from the Scripture, the Church of E2z/and, ihe 
Fathers of the Church, and rhe beſt Champions tor that 
Doctrine. And why may 1 not hope that the a" 
Wi 
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will diſſent” from not one of them, if taken in that ſence 
which their Terms freely offer. That important Propoſition of 
Dr. Sherlocks, We muſt not look for any other ſubſtance in God, 
but Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs : and that other of Dr. Wallis, 
Perſonality maketh a difference, but what that difference is, I 
cannot determine, will make ſich a Syncretiſm, as may prevent 
that growing danger which Sec:aniſm is ſaid to threaten. None 
of them doubtleſs will deny, that there is in God »o other ſub- 
Nance, but infinite Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs ; or that every 
one of theſe three is in God, ſo different from the other two, 
that no one of them can be ſaid to be either of the other two : 
or that every one of theſe is in God, or that every thing that 
is in God is God. They know that the Trinitarians fay as free- 
ly as themſelves, that there are'not three Gods, but 'one God : 
Nor indeed do they deny any one Propoſition which the Trini- 
tarians affirm, but the Conliftency of one with another. They 
oppoſe it as a contradiction, that three Perſons can have one 
thumericat.Subftance ; which FOG br any orher, it is 1m» 
poffible to prove or difprove, until both Parties beagreed upon a 
clear Idea of the two Terms, Subſtance and Perfon. It is im- 
poſſible to end, and therefore in vain to begin, any diſpute, be- 
cauſe the Opponent cannot hit the Reſpondents mind, without 
a diftinQt knowledg of the meaning, of his words. They there- 
fore that will oppoſe what we fay, that in God is, or can be, one 
Subſtanceand Three Perfons, muſt firſt clearly underſtand (and 
agree with us too) what thoſe Words fignifie in God, and how 
in God they differ from what they fignifie in Man: ' If they will 
be quiet till that be done, we need not fear any danger from 
their diſputes. 
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CHAP. VIIL 
Of the Incarnation of ot Lord” 


F in what I have ſpoken concerning the Holy 7rinzty 1 ſeem 
to Platonife, I may make this advantage of the Objeion, 
That it is a good Plea againſt the 4thests, who accuſe that My- 
ſtery as contrary to Reaſon,. which Reaſon in Plato could difco- 
ver. But of the DoQrine of the Zncarnation of the Son -i God, 
Reaſon could not make the leaſt Conjecture. This difcove 
is made to us onely by the Goſpel, and we receive itnoleſs wit 
wonder than with Faith z yet by Faith we receive it with the 
greateſt Confidence, becauſe the word of God ſpeaks it; and 


* Reaſon, as it could not difcover, ſocan it not Contradidt ir. 


We have'found three differences .in the Godhead, which are 


called ſo many Perſons;' and though we know. not clearly 


what the word Perſon mpocreth, yet this we know, that ea 
of the three ſo differeth rom the other two, that it muſt.be 
denyed to'be Either of them. Tho they make not three Gods, 


as Peter, James and John, are three Men, yet ns are three A- 
' gents ; and though they be never Separate, yet t 


ey have each 
their own Peculiar Acts: The Father Senderh, the Son is Sex. 


St, Paul ſaith, that after the General Refurre&tion, the Son's Go- 


vernment ſhall Ceaſe, and himſelf be SubjeF, that God may be all in 
all, And the.Son himſelf faith of that day, and hour, the Son know- 
eth not, but the Father Only. ' Again, he (o differeth from the 
Holy Ghoſt, as that he ſaith, if / go not away the Comforter will 
wot Come. Tho in every one of rhele there be great Myſtery, 
yet is there no Contradiction; and what the Word of God hath 
plainly Reveal'd, Reafon requires us not to Doubt of What 
can be | paar than that ſaying of St, John, The word became 
Fleſh and dwelt among, «s? orthole words of St. Paul, Great is the 


Myſtery 
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Myſtery of Godlineſs, God was Manifeſt in the Fleſh : In him duelleth 
all the fulneſs of the Godhead Bodily. Fe that Aſcended was the 
ſame alſo that Deſcended;zwhich is the ſame with what himſelf faid, 
No Man hath Aſcended up to Heaven, but he that came down from 
Heaven, even the Son of Man which is in Fleaven. Theſe, and 
ſeveral other words of Scripture ſo plainly ſpeak our Lord's 
Divinity, that whoever otherwiſe interprets them, will no leſs 
plainly Rob the Words of their Meaning, than Chriſt of his 
Honour. 

And what 1s there | in this wonderful Myſtery, which Rea- 
ſon cannot. appreaend? The Holy Ghoſt, which by mov- 
ing upon the. Face of the. Deep, Enabled the Chaos to bring forth 
the whole. World, could ngt te leſs able ſo to over ſhadow a Vir- 
gin, as to Enable] Her to bring forth a Holy Child. That to the 
thus Divinely Begotten : Child, the Second Perſon, the Word, 
ſhould fo Intimarely, Virally, and every way Perfedlly, U-l 
nite himſelf, as: to Exalt his Actions, ,and Suſferiogs to! an infi- 


Nite Merit, and make it BO leſs. impg "ſible for. him to 510 or Err, # 


than for God himſelf ſo to do; as it a ore Honourable to Cirift, 
and more agreeable to he bo: grds of Scripture, ſo it is more 
Conſonant to Reaſon, than. the He ian Hypotheſis,” which af-f 
firmeth him to be God; but yp 
whether That time Commenced before'the” Creation: of the 
World, or his Coming into it, - or his Departure fror it. | 
This Hypotheſis carried the inference further than Soctwys 
himfelf durſt follow it ; for he had no ſmall trouble with ſore 
of his Diſciples, that denyed it Lawful ro Worſhip or Invoke 
the Uneternal God. And why -Socznus himſelf who Contendet 
for his Worſhip,ſhould alſo contend againſt his Eternity, I can ſec 
no. great Reaſon : For which way ſoever we look, we find the 
ence either too {mall to diſturb the quiet of the world, or 
leſs Eligible on the Socinzans ſide. If we conſider the thing it ſelf 
it appcareth much more Credible, tha#the Eternal Son of God, | 
| ſhould deſcend to the Nature of Man, than that a Man ſhould be 
- Thade God, indued with a new Ominipreſence to Hear, and Om- 
nipotence 


of a Creature, agd time; ' 
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nipotence to Grant, the prayers of all the :Supplicants, - that in 
all places of rhe World ſhould invoke him. If we regard the 
Dignity of the Perſon, it is plainly more: Honourable - to' be- 
lieve him God the Creator, than a Creature Deified. If we-con+ 
ſider the Fruits, our Thankfulneſs muſt be greater, our Love 


more inflam'd, our Obedience -more quickned, our Hatred to 


ſin more ſharpn'd, and al! the good ends of Faith more pro- 
moted : ſo that upon All accounts, were the Scripture ſa 
Doubtful as to leave us to our Choice, we ought rather to carry 
our Biaſs Towards our Lord's Etcrnal, Divinity, than- Againtt 
It, | | | 
\. BUT what ſhall we fay to Thoſe now mention'd, that: alto« 
gether deny our Saviours Deity, and dare, not Worſhip or:Ins 


yoke him at all? To ſuch, as 1 heartily . Wiſh-a- better Faith; 


ſo I dare not in charity deny the Name of Chriſtians, or- Hope 
of Salvation. 


I .. That in the firſt Planting of the Chriſtian Religion, many 


- were Admitted into the Church upon ſo mean a degree of belief, 


* as is theſe Mens, Reaſon-will. perſwade us; andthe Scripture:it 


ſelf Inform us. St. Pau! finding Diſciples at Epheſus, that-had not 


ſo much as heard whether. there be any Holy Ghoſt ; that had: on- 
$ ly been Baptiz'd into Johns Baptiſm, told them no -more-of 
Chriſt but this, that Fohn indeed Baptiz'd with the Baptiſm of 
* Repentance,. ſaying unto the People, . that they ſhould- believe - on 
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tyr's time, though they generally believ'd the Godhead of 
of Chriſt, they did not Deny thoſe to be Chriſtians, who 
could not come up to it. For we find That good Father wil- 
ling thus to compound his Controverſie with 7ryphox the Jew , 
Though ( faith he ) 7 ſhall not prove that Chriſt is God, otherwiſe 
than by proving that this is the Chriſt, and that it was foretold 
that he ſbould be ſuch ; yet it will be juſt, that thou ſhouldſt believe 
me to be deceiv'd in that one Point, and yet not deny that this 
is the Chriſt, tho he ſeem to be a Man born of Men, and ſaid to be 
choſen to be Chriſt: - For there are fome (my Friends ) among us, 
who profeſs him to be the Chriſt, and affirm him to be Man born 
of Men ; with whom indeed I do not agree, nor will many ſpeak 
fo, who are of the ſame Opinion with me, The ſame Charity is 
{till due in proportion to the Means, that eyery Man hath, and 
the Sincerity of his Endeavours to improve them. Though the 
Learned after ſo much Time and Study, have obtained greater 
Degrees of Knowledge, yet it is ſtill acknowledg'd, that the 
Poor who want Opportunity , 'and Idiots, who have not Ca» 
pacity, are not oblig'd to an Explicit Beliet, of what they 
have no means to underſtand ; yea, and thoſe that have means, 
are excuſable, it they ſo far enquire, as may juſtify their Sin- 
cerity, in the Search of Truth, though they miſs of it: The 
moſt rigid Cenſurers, provided they will regard Equity, can- 
not ſentence ſuch Men to a worſe Condemnation, than to le- 
vel them with thofe Tdeots, whom themſelves pronounce ex- 
cuſable. Both the one and the other miſs of the Truth with 
this only Difference, that the One z/ſe-no endeavours to find 
it, the Others zeg/eF none: And what Equity can there be 
in Condemning Men only for their being unſucceſsful in their 
molt ſincere and diligent Endeavours ? 

This is intended as a- Charitable Plea, for thoſe who may 
withour their own default, fail in ſearch of ſome important 


Truths, ſuch as is the Queſtion now in hand, Whether Chriſt be 


to be worſhip d as God, or not > Which is far from a meer Nicety, 
þurt of great Importance towards payment of our Duty : L 
is 
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This once acknowledg'd, Curioſity in diſputing concerning the 
Mode or Circumſtances of Chriſt's Eternal Generation, hath 
ever been condemn'd, even by thoſe Fathers and other Pious 
Men, who have been the moſt zealous Aſlerters of his Diyini- 
ty. And ſuch was the great Queſtion, which for many Ages 
tormented the Chriſtian World in the Arza» Controverſie, which 
ſcem'd of no great Importance at its firſt Riſe, till afterward 
it acquir'd a new and unreaſonable Value, from the Price which 
it colt by long and fierce Contentions. T 

Both Parties acknowledg'd our Lord tg be God of Gad, Light 
ef Light : But Arius could not apprehend, how jx,could other- 
wife be, but if the Son be Begotten, there muſt be ſore Mo- 
ment before he was ſo; and afterward, he could not under- 
ſtand how the Son could be of the ſame Subſtance, though he 
willingly confeſſed him to be of ike Subſtance with the Fa 
ther. 

This Controverſie, which at firſt appeared »o bigger than a 
Mans. hand, grew 1o Great and Black, as to fill the World with 
Long and Bloody Storms ; for Prevention whereof, the Great 
and Wiſe Emperor Conſtantine, by the moſt eſteemed of his Bi- 
ſhops, ſent a Gracious Letter, Perſwading, yes Requeſting-the 
Heads of both Parties to Silence; which had it been obey'd, 
would more effetually have Ended the Diſpute, than the mas 
ny Congcils which afterward were -Convened to decide it, 

\ In this Letter he candemneth Both Parties as: Obſtinate, and 
the Queſtion it {elf as Fooliſh; which he preſleth' no leſs than 
eight or nine Times, How juſtly, we may diſcover in-Three 
Particulars. Wo AD 


I. It is Unſerviceable to our Lord's Deſign, 
II. Fruitzzſs to the Enquirers own Purpoſe. 
III. Dangerous. 
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CHAP. IX. 
: of Tuquifativeneſs in Que$ttons, concerning Our Lords 


Incarnation. 


l T7 'is -Unſerviceable to our Lord's Deſign: For as the Sun, 

. could we tuppoſe it-an intelligent Being, would not come 
dut,of bis Chamber, ahd run his Race round the World, only to 
gainto-him{dlf a ſmall Reflexion of his Light from Pools of Wa- 
ter," or for affyleſs Reaſon, than thereby to benefit the World; 
fo. neither did the Day Spring from on high viſit as, tor any 0- 
ther [Gain, <but''that- of delight ;-to fee us happy.' Whoever 
thinks otherwiſe, will thereby more effectually deny his God- 
head, than ever any Heretick did. And therefore we ſhall 
think -moſt. difhonourably of Him, ſhould we ſuppoſe that he 
will deny the'Salvation, which with his Blood he hath purcha- 
ſed: to-al of Mankind, but only thoſe very few, who believe 
the whole Truth concerning the Divinity of his Perſon ; as if 
heicatne into the World, on-purpoſe to purchaſe/ſuch a Belief, 
and could-deny the Benefit to thoſe who believe as much as 
his own Declaration or Service made Needful. -- - -© 0 
 And/what fis ſo Needful;” Himſelf hath- moſt Cleatly Re- 
vealed;* Fohn' 12.0. 35: Walk while ye have the Light —— while 
ye-huve the Light, believe in the Light. If any Paraphraſe can 
make the Words clearer, 'it muſt be ſuch as this, Toxr Life is 
a Journey, and you are in darkneſs: Follow my Direftions, and 
be confident that in the end, you ſhall not miſs of the Happineſs 


you travel for. © 


There are; Two. forts of ways, whereby- the Sun 'is viewed :. 


The honeſt ſimple Traveller, without any curious Diſquiſitions 


into his Magnitude, Height, Motions, Texture, &c. with equal 


Induſtry and Confidence, guides his Steps by his Light: The 
Learned Aftronomer ſits him- down and Calculates, how many 
riMmCs. 


% mes fey pon Y poo <Q AY pie ew = wo + _ _ O= *% wa .7 


BD ihþ.y, ©, -A ww, = 


| | 
[59] | 
times the Sun is bigger than the Earth, how much above it, &sc. 
Grant now, that in this great Queſtion concerning our Sur 
of Righteouſneſs, the Truth on One fide being no lefs cer- 
tain, than the Aſtronomers Demonſtrations, and the Errour 
on the Other ſide, no lels groſs than the dull Conceits of the | 
Clown; yet we cannot deny, that the ignorant induſtrious 


Traveller, better anſwereth the Deſign for which the Sun ſhines, | 
and better advances himſelf in his Journey. | 


IT. A Second Evidence of the Folly of ſuch an Enquiry, is | 
this, That it is Fruitleſs towards the: Enquirers own Satisfattion. | 
This by the good Emperour was prelſsd in theſe Words, How 

ew are there, that exatlly enough diſcern, or worthily enough ex: 
preſs, the Force of Matters ſo weighty and abſtruſe ; or if there be 
any one who believeth he can ſo do, how few are there among the 
Multitude, whom he can enable to underſtand it? This allo is 
Iivelier repreſented in our Lords Emblem: The Br:ghtneſs of 
the Sun to the Traveller, plainly ſheweth his way ; but if look't 
| upon witha fixt and ſteady View, will chew the Gazer nothing 
| but the weakneſs of his Eyes: And the Light of the Goſpel to 
a Faithful Believer, ſheweth ſo much of our Lords Divinity, as 
| muſt make him truſt in his Promiſes, and obey his Commands: | 
/ | But if we will nicely enquire into all Particulars, we ſhall find IK! 1- 

- our Underſtandings no leſs confounded by the Glory of the My- | 2 

ſtery, than our Eyes are by That of the Sun. And of this the 

Holy Ghoſt ſeemeth to warn us, by ſeveral Types and Prophe- [ 

ſies. The-Inſcrutability of his Generation, was ſo known a [f 

CharaQter of the Meſiah, that the Fews thence derived an Ob- ; 

jection ; We know this Man whence he is ; but when Chriſt cometh, | 

no Man knoweth whence he is ; And in the Epiſtle to the Zebrews, tt 

Melchiſedeck is at large proved to be his Type; particularly in 'Mt; 
| this, that he was without Father, without Mother, and without De- al} 
. | ſcent, Two Evangelitts trace his Genealogy ; but as they. de- 
| rive it, not from his Real, but Suppoſed Father ; ſo do they take in 
7 | two ſeveral ways: The Difference, tis. true, 1s reconciled by S SE 
1 - "the $1 | k 
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the Learned; and the Suppoſed Father ſatisfied the Jews; but 
this doth not make it very clear to xs, how he was the Son of 
David > which therefore, that we might more fully believe, we 
needed the Apoſtles Authority. And this fo obſcure ſhewing us 
his Generation, according to the Fleſh, may be a Warning a- 
gainſt Inquiſitiveneſs into the Particulars of the Eternal Gene- 
ration of his Divinity. 

But Licourithneſs after forbidden Fruit, is the Original Sin, 
which all the Sons of Eve have derived frpm her: And the 
Chriſtian World hath inherited both the Sin and Puniſhment. 
Firſt nicely curious in enquiring into our SAVIOURS 
Eternal Generation; and then entangled in many other Que- 
ſtions; the Chief whereof is thus deſcribed, ( As we plainly find 
by ſeveral Epiſtles, which after the Council, Biſhops wrote to one 
another ) The Word [ Conſub/tantial ] grievouſly troubled ſome of 
their Minds : In fifting whereof, while they (ſpent much T ime and 
Pains, and too nicely endeavoured to deſcribe its Force, they raiſ- 
ed among themſelves an inteſtine War ; and what they did; diffe- 
red nothing from Fighting in the dark ; for they ſeemed not at all 
to underſtand, why they railed at each other. And that when 
they were Aſſembled in Council, they underſtood it no better, 
may appear, not only by their various Confeſſions, which 
were made by ſeveral Councils, ( whereof Socrates reckoneth 
no leſs than Nine ) or the contrary Determinations of ſeveral 
Counter-Councils, ( who Condemn'd each other as the Empe- 
rours chanc'd to influence them ) but by the wavering of the 
very fame Council : For That of S:rmium framed two or three, 
one whereof they fain would have retraCted, and laboured with 
all their Might, to call in all its Copies. 

The School-Men in Later Ages, have found it neceſlary to 
State the Doctrine otherwiſe than the Council of Nice, which 
even thoſe which ſubſcribed, did: not ſo underſtand, as to be 
fatisfied; Neſtorias, and with him many others, Aſlerted ti1at 


the Bleſſed Virgin ought not to be ſtyÞ'd the Mother of God; 


and if it appeared not by his expreſs words, yet from that At 
ſertion 
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| fertion it was infer'd, that he believ'd Chriſt to have Two Per- 
ſons : This raiſed Diſſentions over all the Eaſtern Churches, ſo 
like thoſe which iſſued from the Mother Queltion, that ano- 
ther Hiſtorian deſcribed them in the very ſame words: Men 
Fought as in the dark, now one way, and then another ; And what 
they Aſſerted, they immediately deny'd. 

Eutyches, on the other hand, Aſſerted that the Divine Na- 
ture ſwallowed up the Humane, ſo that however before Con- 
junction they had been two, yet after it, they were but 
one. 

After this the Patriarch of Cenſtaatinople, and Biſhop of Fe- 
ruſalem Diſagreed in a puzling Queſtion, wherein the Emperour 
had been Tos'd from fide to ſide, and therefore publiſhed an 
EdiQ, forbidding Men to Aſſert, Either that there is One or Two 
Wills and Aftions in Chriſt : Yet his Grand-Son called a Coun- 
cil, which Aſlerted 'Two Wills, and Anathematiz'd them who 
Aſſerted but One. _ 

Thus have we Pointed (and only pointed) at ſome of the Ma- 
ny Entangling Queſtions, which confounded and divided the 
ſubtileſt Wits of ſeveral Ages: and who is he that is not diſ- 
courag'd from ſearching into ſuch Puzling Myſteries> Who can 
moderate between the Patrons, and the Adverſaries of Conſub- 
ſtantiality, Or between the Patrons themſelves 2 Or again, be- 
tween the firſt Patrons, and the School-Men.; That ſuch a work 
is not Neceſlary, appears in that the Poor, that is the Greateſt, 
and perhaps the Beſt, part of the World, may be ſaved withour it : 
And now we find it impoſlible to be Accompliſh'd by the greateſt 
Clerks. | 

That we acquieſce in the Determinations of Councils, will 
certainly be our Wiſdom ; if not for the Reaſons, which moved 
them ſo to deſide, yet for that whereupon the Great Conſtantine 
would have perſwaded to Stifle ſuch needleſs Endiels diſ- 
putes. | 


IL His third Argument agaiaſt diſputing ſuch Queſtions was 
this, that it is Dangerovs. © 
© 
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He that looks upon the Face of the Sun with a fix'd, and ſtea- 
dy view, doth worſe than Loſe his Labour: For he Hurteth his 
Eye. Yea ſome have deſtroyed thereby their ſights. Ae that 
Pryeth into the Myſtery, ſhall be Oppreſſed with the Glory, is a 
known Aphoriſme. He that boldly Afſerteth any thing con- 
ccrning it, runneth himſelf upon Danger ; ſo much the greater, 
by how much Higher the matter of rhe Queſtion 1s, and more 
difficult ro be comprehended. - 

Ofthis double-danger the Good Emperour gave this Warning ; 
We ought to reſtrain our ſelves from talking, leſt we cannot fut- 
fciently explain the Que##ion, or our Hearers cannot ſufficient- 
ly Underſtand our Meaning ; either way the People be.driven 
upon a Neceflity of Blaſphemy or Contention : 

1. Concerning the danger of Blaſphemy,thus ſpeaks an Hiſtorian 
After the Council of Nice had determined it, the Biſhops began to dif- 
agree among themſelves, while they too Curiouſly Examined the word 
$6,n: For one fide thought thoſe who uſed That Word, ſpoke 
Blaſphemy, as thinking the Son to have no ſubſtance of his own ; 
and the other fide accuſed thoſe who thought otherwiſe, and Hated 
them as Heathens, becauſe they brought in the Worſhip of other 
Gods. "On Either ſide great danger of Error, and on Both ſides 
not Danger only, but Certainty of, | 

2, Uucharitableneſs, worle than Both. For neither were 
thoſe guilty of ZHeatheniſm, who believed but One God ; nor 
theſe of Blaſphemy, who thought the Son Equal with the Father : 
But Both ſides were guilty of 7ncharitableneſs, in Charging the 
Adverſary with a Crime, whereof he was not Guilty ; Mutually 
Treating each other with the Cruelty of Perſecutors who Co- 
vered Men with Skins of Beaſts, and then baited them. 

Self- Love is a great Deceiver : Firſt, it deceiverh us into a; be- 
lief;” that the Opinion which is dear to 2s, is no leſs fo to Ged ; 
and then, into a Conceit, . that Fondneſs for our Opinion is Zeal 
for God : If God or Chriſt, be named in it, That name Conſecra- 
teth the whole Propoſition into a matter of Faith, though no 
other Term in it be worthy to. be joyned* with 'That Holy 
one. | The 
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The diſpute was not, whether Chriſt were God, for Both: 
ſides agreed that he is Very God of Yery God : But, whether 


he be of the Same ſubſtance with the Father, which neither ſide 
underſtood. Both believed God Concerned, becauſe he was Na- 


med in the Queſtion : But they did not Examine whether this 
Honour and Service were not more Advanced by ModeſtSilence, 


then by Fierce Contention : Nor Conſider how hard it is to keep' 


Contention within Bounds. For the Champions of any Opinion,” 


while they labour to promote it; make-it-a Publick' Quarrely 


And then it is great Odds, but Intereſt will intrude, and make ic: 


Irreconcilable. 

Thus was it in thzs Controverſy ; from a Diſpute between a 
Biſhop and his Presbyrcer, it Grew to a Conteſt between Impe- 
rial, and Eccleſiaſtical Authority ; and the Biſhop of Rome, fo 
Fiſh'd in the troubled Waters, as to draw: to:fls See a) power 
over all the Chriſtian World. 

Nor was this the only inſtance Pope ; Leo procured of the Em« 
perour a General Council, at the Receſs whereof, this Queſtign 
was propos'd: Do you'agree with Dioſcorus, jho ſaith, that Chriſt 
Confiſteth of two Natures ; or with Leo; who ſaith, there re Two 


Natures in Chrift : The difference between theſe two'is'not {6+ 
eaſie to underſtand, as was That between Leo and D#oſcoras.' 
Yet was the Anſwer of the. Council SatisfaQtory : For they | 


Cryed they believed Leo, and held for Eutychilns all that\contra- 


diffed him. So Leo, under pretence of aNice Queſtion, obtain- | 


ed his Revenge againſt Dzoſcorns, and the' Advancement of his 


own See by this Glorious Sentence, Therefare the' mofF Foby, - 


and moſt Bleſſed Arth-Biſhop of the Great and' Antient Rome, 1.eo, 


by us and the preſent Council, and the Bleſſed and ever to'bepraiſ- 
ed Peter, whozs the Rock and Baſis of the Catholick Churth, hath" 


deprived him, &c. Whether we believe with the Latine Church, 


that the Holy Ghoſt proceedeth from the Father and the Sox, or * 
with the Greek Church, From the 'Father By the Sou, what will” 


be the great difference? Yet is this made Matter, or rather Co-- 


lour, for a Schiſm ; which to decide, a Council was Conven'd at 


L Florence, 
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Florence, where the Real Deſign appear'd to be, not the Eſla- 
bliſhment of Truth, but the Subjection of the Greek Church to 
the Remins. WOT OE 

Theſe, among many others; are Viſible and Lamentable Ex. 
amplesof the Miſchiet's,, which follow our advancing Niceties, 
firſt to Matters of Diſpute, and then to matters af Faith. Qur 
Lord's Honour is only ſo far concerned in them, as to be Expoſed 
ta:more Dangers than one: Eſpecially That of Deſtroying them 
for-whom he dyed; Byt-no way Advanced in Recompence foy, 
ſuch /Miſchiefs.'.: ; | 


m——_—— — 


CHAP. X. 


Ges Of the Word or Matter which is the Objeft of 
F-4 + 1B: 


ww E; have faid enough (have we. not faid too. much 2.) 
FF of what Fax is, required tobe paid to the PERSON 
in Whom, we muſt Believe : Proceed we now to the WORN 
or Matter, Which we muſt Believe upon the Credit of the Per. 


Of vi wt 3a 
The Rewaniſts from the many Diſagreements among the Re- 


formed, inferr a Neceſlity of Submitting our Underſtandings tq 


the DiRates of the Church : We, befide Recrimination (which 


. is a Plea Sufficient, but not Honourable) anſwer, that we diſagree 
not in matters Fundamental. They demand a Catalogue, and 
did:they do it ſincerely, Charity would joyo with them in Re- 
quiring a plain and Satisfactory Account : But as long as they 
profeſs to believe all the Determinations of their Council of Trent; 


as ſo. many Articles of Faith ; it is plain that any Catalogue. 


which ſhould be offered them, would do them no other ſervice, 
but to be caſt as a bone of Contention among the Reformed, 
who according to the Largeneſs or Straightneſs of _ 

| minds, 
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minds\, would judge More or Fewer Atticles Fundimen- 
tal. | | 
Our incomparable Dr. Fammond inſtead of a Catalogue. giv- 
eth us a 'Charater,' For-in an Expreſs Treatiſe he proverh, that 
the Word Fundamental is Relative! 'That Faith is to be a Foimt- 
dation for /Zolivefs 4 and therefore any DoCtrine is juſt ſo far 
Fundamental as it lerveth to Advance Holineſs. This is-in- 
deed. a great Truth, but ſo inſufficieht for a Teſt; that 'yvu., 
ſhall” hardly -meet - with -any Cortroverted\DoQtrine ; w 


- 


Champions on” both ſides lay / not Claim to it. © 12 
Will it not be more SatisfaRory, as it is more Grammatical, 
to turn the Relation the other way, and call That Fundamen- 
tal, which is either -Pare- of the Foundation, or Fixed to it? 
Concerning the '/Perſo#7 on whom weare:to'bwmld; nothing cif 
be plainer than' what the Apoftle writeth to the Corinthians. 
x Cor. 3- 11, Other Foundation can no Man Lay, thaw that is laid, 
which is Jeſus Chriſt, And as to the Matter which muſt be-Be- 
lieved uponFaith in 7his Perſon, ' we'find the ame ApoRtte gk 
to the ſame ſenſe in behalf of the Reſurrefion, May:wenotitheh 
apply to Theſe Two, the Words of our Saviour concerning the 
Two great Commandments of the Law 2 The Firſt is'the Great 


' Foundation, and the Second is like unto it, upon Theſe. two are Built, 


and in Them are Contained, all the Articles of tbe, Chriſtian 
Faith, It is plain All thoſe. of the: Apoſtles Creed are ſo; For 
the Formerand much Greater part thereof Relates toiour Lord's 
Perſon, till we come to That concerning the Holy Ghoft, which 
cannot be ſeparated from it in} our Belief, ſeeing- himſelf joyried 
it in Baptiſm ; which he required to be performed in the .Name 
of the Father, Sou, and Holy Ghoſt, Then, 'after the Holy Ca- 
tholick Charch, all the other: Articles Relate to the Reſurredion. 
That the Church of Ezg/and owneth the Belief of this Creed -to 
be ſufficient for Salvation, appeareth in that ſhe ' requireth no 
other Confeſſion of Faith, for Admitlion either of a Child to 
Baptiſm, or a Sick Perſon to Abſohution. Why then ſhould we 


"be aſhamed or afraid, to offer '7hjs Creed, either to Friend or 


2 Foe, 
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Foe; for our Catalogue of:Eundamentals? Yea, how can we for 
ſhame deny it to be ſuch ? 

-v, Thus. tar we ard.fafe; but our Adverſaries will not be {6 
Satisfitd ; for to ſpeakygiroperly, they:demand not ſo truly.a Ca- 
talegue; as an: Explicimngt Fundamentals: And now we\muſt 
take the Apoſtle's Caution, 7ake heed what we build. The Danger 
1s; double, i Firſt,.leſt by Miſtake of-Falſhood for Truth, we fall 


I 


jinto Errouf.s and then, leſt;through Fondneſs to our Opinions, Þ 


8. mn into/>Cepttntior; Andthis Latter is'indeed the. greater 
Danger of the Two: For we are very apt ta over-value what we 
take-for 7rath,,and: to impoſe it-upon others for Matter of Faith, 
There-are' few |Errours fo Miſchievous as this; yea, without 
thjs, | few. .Errours would: be miſchievous at all :: and therefore 


i6maſtl-needs anſwer our -Labour, if. we catefully ſet the juſt | 


Bounds between a True Dotrine, and an Article of Faith, i.e. Such 
agiDotrixecmboſe Belief is neceſſary to entitle us to Chriſts Promiſe 
of Eternal Life. - | 

The Qualifications: for ſuch Matter of Faith muſt be princi- 
pally theſe: ESI cles, | C 


-- x. It muſt be Fafie to be underſtood by the meaueſt Capacity 
To the Poor the Goſpel was preached, and by ſuch it muſt be Un- 
derſtood, that it may be Believed. : Beſide plain Juſtice, which 
will not reap. where it hath not;ſown; beſide what we«have 
- heard fromthe Apoſtle, -that the £:zght of the Goſpel cannot be 
hid but to thoſe whoſe Eyes are not only Dimm'd, but quite-Blind- 
ed; and of his Jealouſie, leſt the Corinthians minds ſhould be cor- 


rupted from the Simplicity which is in Chriſt; beſide thele and \ 


other Evidences; it is worth Obſervation, that the ſame Apoſtle 
in his:Epiſtle to the Romans, wherein he diſputeth againſt the 
Fews, in behalf of the Righteouſneſs which is by Faith, as oppoſed 
to that which is by the Law, is careful to prevent any Conceit, 
that the Matter of Faith was more Obſcure than that of the 
Law: and therefore ch. 10. v.g. &c. he reciteth the ſaying. of 
Moſes, Deur. 30. 12. applying ir to Faith in Chriſt- No Height, 

nor 
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nor Depth, nor Diſtance of any kind putteth it out of Reach ; 
it is not only in our Eye, butin our Mouth. And to put the 
Truth beyond Suſpicion, in tl: 9th. Yerſe. he gives us a plain 
Account both of Perſon and Mutter ; If thou ſhalt confeſs with 
thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart, that 
God hath raiſed him from the Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved; and this 
(faith he ) is the Word of Faith which we preach. By which, 


' and the following Words it is plain, that, Apoſtle was fo far 


from thinking it an Honour, that he judged it a great Defect, 
if there were any Difficulty in Matter of Faith. 

| Tr is true, he ſpeaketh with much amazedneſs in his Epiſtle 
tothe Ephefrans, of a great Myſtery, which (yet) though it ſeem- 
ed hard to him to be Believed, is caſte enough to be Underſtood ; 


for it ſignified only this, That the Gentzzles were Fellow-Heirs of 


the Promiſes with the Fews. And when he inſtructeth 7 imothy 
how to behave himſelf in the houſe of God, he telleth him of the 


great Myſtery of Godlineſs, which concerneth only the Perſon to. | 


be beliieved in, but not the Matter to be believed upon Credit 
of That. Perſon. And in no other word of Scripture do we 
meet the leaſt Intimation of any 4oaſt or confeſſion, that Faith 
hath any hard Task for the Underſtanding to perform, 


2. It muſt be a» Expreſs Word of God : ſo faith the Apoſtle in. 
the 17th. Verſe, Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the. Word. 
of God, And fo faith the very Nature of Faith: lr is Fuſtice to 
God's Veracity, and therefore can have nothing to do, where. 
there is no Word to which Belief may be due. 


It muſt not be denied, but plain Reaſon 1s another Word of- 


God ; and therefore what That inferreth by inconteſtable Con: 
ſequence from a written Word, muſt be received with:a Belief 
equal to the Evidence of That Conſequence : But it the relation 
between the Written Word, and Rational Conſequence be ſo re- 


mote, that none but a skilful Herauld can derive. its Pedigree ; . 


Then is a. good Chriſtian no more obliged to believe ſuch an In- 
ference, . than is every good Subject to be a good Herauld. 


That. 
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That our Lord trebled his Command upon St. Peter, to feed ' 1 | E; 
his Lambs, we believe with utmoſt aſſurance, becauſe we findiit . 
in the written Word ; and thence infer that he gave him Autho- -. 


rity and Power to Preach the Goſpel, inſtead of his former Em- 
ployment in Fiſhing ; becaule plain Reaſon informeth us, that he 


could not otherwiſe perform the Office of a good Shepherd; bur .*] * 


that he thereby Commiſſioned, not only St. Peter in Perſon, But 


All his Succeſſors in the See of Rome, to Rule All Perſons and : | 


Nations, that in All Ages ſhall be of Chriſt's flock, with as Ab- 


ſolute Power, as a Shepherd doth his Sheep, and that All the” ,|, © 
Flock muſt obey him with the ſame Tamenels, as the Sheep do .|. 
their Shepherd; This can therefore be no Matter, either of 


Faith or Reaſon, becauſe the Conſequence is beyond the kenn 
of any Eye or Teleſcope. 


3. Matter of Faith, properly ſo called, muſt not only be ex- 
preſly revealed, but Expreſly honoured with the Promiſe of Eternal 
Life to the Believer. For though All God's Words be Equally 
( becauſe Infinitely ) True; yet are not All, equally Goſpel. In- 
ſtances of this Nature are too many to be mentioned. We muſt 
therefore carefully diſtinguiſh between what is Written, and 
what is Goſpel: and remember that to the Goſpel only, and not 
to any Other Truth, was given the Promiſe, Mar. 16. 15. Go ye 
into all the World, and preach the GOSPEL toevery Creature. 
He that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that 
believeth not ſhall be damned. It is to the Goſpel, and to the 
Goſpel alone; that this Saving and Damning Power is given 
by our Saviour ; and therefore whoever aſcribeth it to any 
other Doctrine, however True, yea however Revealed, maketh 
himſelf Equal to Chriſt in Authority, ard Superiour in Faith- 
fulneſs: Equal in Power, by Granting.or Denying Salvation, 


without any Warrrant from Him ; and Superiour in Fai:hful-* 


neſs, by diſcovering iome Way to Salvation, and ſome Dan- 
ger of Damnation, which our Lord left undiſcovered, and con- 
tequently leaving every ſincere Believer in danger to periſh 
without 
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+. - without Fault. For then, whoever doubt or disbelieve any of 


the Additionals, though they believe all that our Lord hath 


..required, as abſolutely neceſſary to be believed, and whatſo- 
, ever they know he hath revealed (which are no {mall nor mean 


part of Chriſtians ) mult periſh, for ſtraying from the Faith, 


| - only for want of a faithful Shepherd : which is a Conceit more 
*, blaſphemous againſt our gracious Redeemer, than Cerinthus, 


Marcion, or any other Heretick ever entertained. | 
And here I cannot but repeat my former Complaint, That 


- in the midſt of ſuch hot Diſputes concerning the very Principles 


.|, "of our Region, the moſt Obvious and moſt Important Remarks 
.|. are Negle 


| ed. Nothing can be more Obvious, Important, or 
Neglefted, than this plain Matter of Fatt : There are Some Truths 


offered to our Belief, by our Lord and his Apoſtles, With a Pro- 


| miſe annexed, and others without any ſuch Promiſe. And from 


this Undeniable and Unavoidable Truth, theſe Corollaries will 
force themſelves upon us. 

r. There can be no need of a Determiner of Doubts concerning 
Matters of Faith. For if thoſe Words of Scripture, which in- 
form us of what is Neceſſary to be believed, be fo Plain and fo 
often Repeated, that no Man can miſs their true Meaning, 


- then every Mans own Faculties are fo far infallible, as to put 


him out of danger : and if any Other Word of Scripture be 
Doubtful, there is no harm if it remain ſo ſtill. Bur if any, 
out of mere Love to Truth, ſincerely labour to find it out in 
all its Corners; his Endeavours will be accepted, and his Mi- 
ſtakes (if he fall into any ) will be Pardoned. . 

2. The Scriptures caunot be denied to be Sufficient, though 
they: may. have ſuffered the common Fate of all Long -liv'd 
Books, by. Careleſneſs of-Copiers, Fraud of Hereticks, or Duſt 

ime. | 


Many of the Apoſtles Writings (doubtleſs) are loſt ; but That 
hindereth not the ſufficiency ot thoſe which we enjoy-: yea; 
if all the reſt of the Scripture were loſt, but only thoſe Texts, 
Which proclaim thoſe Truths, to the Belief whereof Macy 
Lite 
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Life is promiſed ; Thoſe few Texts would be-ſufficient to our 
Attaining it. Nor doth this ſlaken our obligation to his Faith- 
tulneſs, for the Reſt : For as it is in Temporals, ſo it is in Spiri- 
tuals; God's bounty is not Meaſured by our bare Neceſſities, 
He is Rich towards aus, {upplying us not only with Neceſlaries, 
but Conveniences; Not only Bread of Life to keep us from 
periſhing, but many other Truths to Feaſt our Curioſities ; 
wherein (yet) as in Corporal Repaſts, he Requireth Sobri- 
ety. - 

3. We Need not, Ought not, to Condemn any who differ from 
#s in other Dotrines, to the belief whereof the Promiſe is not 
Appropriate ; if they Agree with us in thoſe to which it is 
fo, and live accordingly. We are ſure, that they are Heirs with 


us of the ſame Promiſe ; and if we Hate thoſe who Love God, 


and therefore are by him Beloved ; ſuch Uncharitablenefs is a 
far greater Errour, and a greater Crime, than their Miſtakes in 
doubtful things can be. 

4. And, which is-now in our Eye, There can be no need of a 
Catalogue of Fundamentals, becauſe the Scripture hath parti- 
cularly. Enumerated the Truths that are Neceſlary to be be- 
heved. 

Did not our Eyes Compel us to it, we ſhould hardly think 
it poſſible, that any who had the leaſt acquaintance with the 
N. 7. could avoid the Diſcovery of fo plain a Truth. When 
we therein find a Doctrine Treated like Mordecaz, with a'Pro- 
clamation before it, Bow the Knee, Thus it ſhall be done to the 
Truth which the Lord Delighteth to Fonowr ; and others Expref- 
ſed without any Mark of Honour ; how can'we judge __ Ne- 
ceflary to Salvation? I mean if they benot in their own N; 
ſo; as are the plain Truths of Natural ' Religion. . Should 
Ahaſuerus's Officers have ſuffered others to Ride in © rhe 
fame Royal Robes with Mordecaz, had not his been a 
leſſening of his Honour, and an A& of Diſobedience 
to the XING 2 And would not the LEE TRS 
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have been fo much the more Criminal, by how much -it had 


been greater ? How comes it then to paſs, 'that Thoſe" Truths 
which our Lord hath exalted above All others with the like Sin- 
gular Honour, ſhould be: levelled with 'hoſe,: which ate fo far 
trom any ſuch Marks of his Favour, as to be left Unregarded, 
and diſputable, whether they be Truths or no ; or how to-be un- 
derſtood ? | | | £ 
I know no way' to unriddle ſo ſtrange a: Phenomenon, but by 
that common ſaying, /nter Arma filent Leges. There hath: been 
ſo much diſputing about Queſtions, that we have not heeded 
things Unqueſtionable; though That would as certainly bring 
Peace to our Minds, as the Laws would to the State, when trou- 
bled, ut they might-be'paid their due. + + .- 
'Thoſe' who are forbidden the Uſe of their Bibles, are excuſa- - 
ble; but. thoſe who dare read them, mult needs think, them» 
ſelves obliged to Search the Scriptures, for in them they think they 
have eteryal Life, and they are they which teſtifie of the Doftrines 


which contein the Promiſe of it. £5 


» The Taskis every way very Eafie; it will require very little 
Pains, and no Art. 'The meaneſt Beggar in the ſtreet underſtood 
the King's mind concerning Mordecat; and ſo may.any the moſt 
Unlearned Man, that will heed, what are thoſe Truths which 
are honoured with a Proclamation of Eternal Life. . _ 
We have already. obſerved, that the ' Apoſtle plainly told the 


* Romans, . 1f thow ſhalt confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and 


believe with thy heart that God hath. raiſed him from the dead, thou 
ſhalt be ſaved. We again meet the ſame more pompouſly pro- 


* claimed, 1 Cor. 15. 7 declare unto you-the Goſpel which I preached 


unto you, which alſo you have' received, and wherein you ſtand, by 

which alſo you are ſaved, if you keep in Memory what 1 preached 

unto you, if you have not believed in vain, That Chriſt dyed for 

our fins, according to the Scriptures, and that he roſe again accor- 

ding to the Scriptures. | rf | FR 
It will be objected, that This cannot be the'Faith which-our 

Lord ſo importunately called for, becauſe this was not P_ 
| c 
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ed till after the Time of his Preaching was paſt: Let us obſerve 
Mar. 16. 14. He appeared to the'eleven as they ſate at meat, and ups 

Braided them with their Uubelief and bardneſs of Heart, becauſe they 
believed not them which had ſeeu him after be was riſen : and be ſaid 
wito them, Go ye into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to every 
Creature, He that believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, but be 
that believeth not ſhall be damned. The Command coming in the 
fame breath with the Reproof, ſheweth that the Goſpel which 
they muſt Preach, was the ſame: which themſelves had been fo 
backward-in Believing. And Zu. 24. 46. his Reſurrection and 
his-Promiſe are made the Fundamenral Points of Faith ; For he 
faid unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Chriſt to 
ſuffer, and to riſe again from the Dead the third day,.and that. Re. 
pentance and Remiſſion-of fins ſhould be preached gin his Name 

all Nations ; and ye are Witneſſes of theſe things. 41 
That the Apoſtles took the laſt of theſe Words for the ſuram 


of their Commiſlion, appeareth by what they faid and did after | 


the death of Judas, AQt. 1. 21. Wherefore of theſe Men which have 
companied with us all the time that the Lord Jeſus went in and out 
among us, — muſt one be ordained to be a Witneſs with us of his 
 Reſurrefion. And accordingly throughout the reſt of that Book; 
do we always find them inſiſt upon This, as the Main of their 
Buſineſs. 

In the former half of theſe Words, doth our Lord argue it ne 
ceſfary, that his Death and Reſurreftion ſhould be Foretold and 
Performed, that Repentance and Remiſſion of fins might be preach«- 
ed in his Name, 3. e. as by him Promiſed, and by his own Re- 
furrecion Secured : For the Remiſlion which the Prophets had 

romiſed, reached no further than to Temporal Puniſhment; 
That which Chriſt promiſed, reached after Death to Ever- 
laſting Life. - 

This is plain by the Apoſtles Diſcourſe above - mentioned, 


which as he cloſeth with a Triumph over Death, The ſting of | 


Death ts Sin, and the (trength of Sin is the Law, but Thanks be to 
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God who giveth us the Viftory through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, ſo he 
ik | buildeth 
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buildeth the Afurance of our own Victory upon That of Chriſt; | 


If the Dead riſe not, then is Chriſt not raiſed ; and if Chriſt be not 
raiſed, your Faith is vain, you are. yet in/your Sins, If the Con- 
ſequence be good one way, it 1s fo the other: If the Being in 
our\Sins follows from-rhe Denial of Chriſt's ReſurreQion, then 
muſt Remiſſion of Sins import ReſurreQtion. from Death. . Both 


of them depend upon the Relation between Sin. and Death. The 


ſting of Death is Sin; and again, the Wages of Sin is Death ; 
and therefore a Full and PerteQ Remiſlion of Sin, cannot but 
import 2 Full and Perfect Deliverance from Death. | 

So the Summ Total of the Goſpel, which our Saviour him» 
ſelf preached in his Life Time, and Commiſſioned his Apoltles 
to preach after his Reſurreftion, is this, That thoſe who believe 
in him, ſhall upon Repentance have ſuch a full Pardon of Sin, as 
to be delivered from Death. And, That Chriſt who hath promi- 


' on -__ hath given us an Earneſt of it, by riſing himſelf frons 
- #he Dead. 
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CHAP. XI. 
Of the Manner of the Reſurreftion , whether in the ſame 
Body or another, : 'K 


f WW Hat we have ſaid concerning the Perſon. in Whom, is true 


concerning the Matter, which upon his Credit we-muſt 
Believe. The Perſon we muſt believe to be God ; but into the 
Manner of his Generation we. ought not to enquire: and thar 


there ſhall be a _ReſurreRion, is Matter of Saving Faith ,-. but 


the. Manner of it is. Matter, of Curioſity only. -The Apoſtle 
in That folemn Diatribe, x Cor. x5. that he might leave nothing 
untouch'r, advanceth an ObjeQion in the 35h. verſe ; But ſame 
Man will ſay, how. are the Dead raiſed up, and with what Bp- 


' &y ao they come > The ObjeQion-may be thus urg'd: ' The 
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Dead are ſo buried, that it ſeems utterly impoſſible their Bo- 
dies ſhould be Reſtored : Princes many times have their Bowels 
buried at a great diſtance from their Ltmbs ; ſome whole Na-. 
tions burn their dead; many are drown'd in- the Sea, where 
they are devoured by Fiſhes ; thoſe fiſhes again by others, which 
perhaps come to the Market and Feed other Men ; and by ma- 
ny other ways are the particles ſo diſpersd, that it ſeems ut- 
terly impoſlible to retrieve them. OY 

- If this be Objected againſt the Truth of the Reſurrection, 
the roughneſs of the Apoſtle's Anſwer will be juſt, they are 
fools in doubting God's Omnipotency. All theſe, or what 
ever other Changes any Man's ' body may undergo, are not 
greater than the Chymiſ# makes in his Mereury.; which yet a- 
gain he eaſily recalls to its former body. He that made all 
things of #othing'can by the ſame powertul word command e- 
very particle to its proper body ; nor 1s he leſs a { prac doubts, 
whether God Will do this if he hath Promiſe 

Poſſible for God to Pertorm ſuch a promiſe, but it is Not poſ- 
ſible he ſhould Break it. But if the Queſtion be, whether God: 
has promis'd this, ſo that We do riot doubt either his Power or 


his Veracity, but only our own Apprehenſion of the meaning of | 


his. words ;- This doth not: impeach any of: God's PerfeCtions, 
but only our Own Underſtandings, lt cannot be Injuſtice a- 


gainſt God, whom in the midft of ſuch doubts we undoubting-. 
ly believe to be infinitely, True ; buy it is Juſtice to our own: ' 


underſtandings, which we do not only Believe but Know to be 
Fallible: If therefore we find the ſame words vulgarly uſed'in 
another fence, more agreeable to plain Reaſon and God's per- 
fetions; Then may we eaſily Enquire, Firſt, Whether any pro- 

miſe of God does Neceſſarily import a Reſtitution of the ſame Nume- 
| rical matter ? If not, then may we proceed to Enquire ; Se- 


condly, Whether at be more Honourable to God, and more Ser- 
wiceable to the "Deſigns of the Goſpel , that we believe. the con 


trarv 2, 


Firſt, 


it; becauſe it-is | 
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Firſt, Whether the word of Promiſe doth Neceſſarily import a. 
Reſtitution of the ſame Numerical matter 2 This is fully and clear- 
ly anſwered, as ſoon as in common ſpeaking we. find the ſame 
words uſed in a lels rigid ſence: But if we obſerve how: the A- 
poſtle himſelf hath aniwered This very Queſtion ; the leaſt that 
we thence 'learn, is this, That ſuch a meaning is not matter of 
Faith, ſince the word of Promiſe hath lett it Doubtful, and the 
Contrary. more Probable : For thus the Apoſtle anſwers, Thou 
Fool, thou ſoweſt 'not the body that ſhall be, but God giveth it a 
body as it pleaſeth him, and to every feed its own body ; does not 
this ſeem to deny a ReſurreQtion of the ſame Numerical Par- 


ticles > Thou ſowelſt. a. little ſingle grain, which when it is cor 


rupted, riſeth. in root,. talk, blade, ears, and grains, thouſands 
of times more;in matter; than was ſown ; God giving the body; 
and yet to every feed,. its own, What conſequence can thence 


be clearer than this, That every one may at the Reſurrection 
. receive his own Body, though it. be not the ſame wumerically 


that was Buried? | | | 
. And-we,may yet further Conſider, that 2hiy-is the Conſtant 
way- of Nature inall /vizg. Bodies, which we reckon the ſame 


| while they keep the ſame Forms, though they Change every 
Particle of Matter. Grant therefore, that thoſe words of Fob, 


' Though worms conſume this fleſh, yet with theſe eyes ſhall I ſee God, 


Expreſs his confidence of a Reſurrection ;. yet will-they ſignify 
no more. than zhzs, That though Perſpiration Conſume every 


Atom of my Fleſh, yet ſhall my Eyes be as much the Same, and 


ſeeas Well, as if there were no Change 1n it : And therefore if 
there be no more required from other Topicks,. than from the 
Letter of the Promiſe, weare at liberty to believe what ſhall ſeem 
moſt probable. The . uſual Arguments are two; Firſt from 
God's Juſtice ; Secondly from the Serviceablene(s of the bes 
lief: 

Firſt it is Argued, that 27 zs juſt, that the ſame body, which was 
ſharer in the Sin or the Service, ſhould alſo be ſharer in the Puniſh- 
ment or Reward, But if we will ſpeak properly, the Body harh 
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no ſhare either in the one, or the other-: For Matter neither 
Acteth nor Perceiveth ; but the Soul by the Matter. 2 Cor. 5. 
-the Apoſtle likens our body' to an Houſe, and to Cloaths ; the 
Man Dwells in the one, and Moves in the other ; yet neither the 
one nor the other ſhares /ife with him: And therefore to Argue; 
That it muſt be the ſame Numerical body that ſhall receive Puniſh- 
ment at the ReſurreCtion, is the ſame as to ſay, the MalefaQor 
muſt be Executed inthe ſame Cloaths wherein he committed the 
Crime. 36 , 

So many years paſt between the injuries which Foſeph receiy- 
ed from his Brethren, and the Honours which he received from 


Pharaoh, and thereby his whole Body was ſo Changed, that his 


Brethren knew him not ; and there were yet greater Changes 


both in His andTheir bodies, before their Father's Death ; yet | 


were not their Conſciences Chang'd, but in their Old Age they 


feared his Revenge for the Cruelties of their Youth. And if 
Humane juſtice puniſh an Old Crime , though between the Þ 


Act and the Diſcovery, every Particle of the body be chang'd, 
becauſe the ſame Soul makes him the fame Perſon ; how 
can we doubt but. Divine juſtice may at the ReſurreQion do the 
ſame ? | 


- ' Secondly, Whether it be more Honourable to God, to believe 
the one or the other, is the ſame as to ask, Whether it be more 
Honourable to falve all his Perfe&tions, or to Rob one that we 
may. Cloath the other 2 If we fo believe, as to Magnify God's 
Veracity in performance of his Promiſe, and his Juſtice in di- 
ſtributing Rewards and Puniſhments; will it not more juſtify 


his Wiſdom, -to believe that he will Act Suitably to that order 


of things which himſelf hath Eſtabliſhed, than that he will 
Unaccountably Exerciſe his Omnipotency ? It is not (we con- 
feſs) it 15not for Si/y Mes to preſcribe Rules for God's Wiſdom 
in its Particular As: But we muſt have a clear and diſtin 
Definition of the Nature of Wiſdom in General ; otherwife we 
pay him but an empty word when we aſcribe That perfection 


to. 
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tohim. Now the De:inirion of Wiſdom importeth a Choice, 
firſt of a good End, and ?hen of ſuitable Means : IF therefore the 
Means be Unſuitable, either in Kind or Proportion, That will- 
make a defect in Wiſdom. But to believe that God will by 


his Omnipotency work innumerable Miracles in Raiſing Each. 
Particular Body, when all his Promiſes may be as welbVerified, 
and all his good Ends as well Promoted in a way leſs Miracu-- 


lous; may ſeem no leſs a Diminution of his Wiſdom, than Ex-» 
altation of his Power. 

Let us then conſider to what purpoſe is the ReſurreCtion pro- 
mis'd, and our belief of it requird? The Apoſtle hath given 


\ two Reaſons eſpecially for it : Firſt, That our joy. may be full;. 


and Secondly, That we may Partake of God's Nature. 


I. The ReſurreQion is therefore promiſed that our joy may 


| be full, And if we conſider the Strength of Wiſhes, arid the 
- Faintneſs of Hopes, which Mankind without Chriſt . Labour'd. 
under; we may thence compute how great a joy the promiſe 


may bring toa longing mind. The words of Seneca in his 102. 
Epiſt. gives us a good Hypotypolis of it : 7 took pleaſure to debate 
upon the oy of Souls, nay more I was fully Reſolved therein ; for 
T eafily believ'd the Opinions of great Men rather Promifing than 
Proving ſo great a Matter. J gave my ſelf over to this ſo great 
hope, and now grow hateful to my ſelf : And now coutemn the Re- 
liques of my broken years, being ready to be Transferred into that 
immeaſurable time and poſſeſſion of that infinite Eternity ; when as 
ſuddenly I was awakened by thy letter, which made me diſmiſs ſo 
weet a dream, which hereafter 1 will Revive and Redeem again, as 
foon as T ſhall have ſatisfied thy Expettation. Such were the 
teeble flutterings of the beſt Humane Wiſdom, wanting the Goſ- 


pel. The ſtrengrh of their Wiſhes Raiſed them a little towards: 
| Hope, but it wanting ſufficient ſupport, quickly fell back again 


into Fear. 
In two Reſpedts eſpecially was their Joy defective. Firſt, Want 
of Confidence in the Perſons from whom they Received the Pro- 


miſes ; 
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miſes ; and Secondly, Scantneſs of the Happineſs promiſed. 

1. They had no confident Belief #» the Perſons, whom the 
Philoſopher calleth indeed Great Men, but complaineth that 
they Proved not what they Promiſed. But the Author of the 
Goſpel is a Perſon not only Great, but Infinite; and no leſs fo 
in Power, than Faithfulneſs; ſo that there 1s no place for the 
leaſt diſtruſt, 

2. Another (and to the preſent purpoſe more conſiderable) 
defet cf Humane Hopes, was the Scantneſs of the Expetted Hap. 
pineſs ; it was Immortality indeed, but a Carnal one. They 
pretended to anſwer Fob's Complaint, by Equalling a Dead: 
Man's Hopes to thole of a [Tree, which Springs again when ir is 
cut down ; but they had no thoughts offſuch a Harveit as the: 
Apoſtle promiſeth. And that the Hopes of the Phariſees were 
no better than thoſe of the Philoſophers, feemeth plain from That 
ObjeAion, wherewith the Sadducees pretended to Gravel our 
Saviour; For it cannot be reaſonably imagined, but amidſt fo 


long Converſation, and ſo many Difputes, as had ſawed that 
queltion between them ; the Phariſees-muſt needs have better 


mformed them, if themſelves had underſtood the difterence be- 
tween the Preſent Life and the Future. | 

- And now thatour Lord hath fo plainly revealed that we ſhall 
be i144: equal to the Angels, that his Apoſtle hath no leſs plain- 
ly-declared,. that our Lord will change our vile bodies, that they 
may tbe like to his own moſt Glorious body, that the Reſurrefion 
{ſhall make great and Glorious Variety of Changes, from Na- 
tural to Spiritual, from Weak to Powerful, from Corruptible to 
Incorruptible, &c ; that we ſhould {till beſo fond of our load of 
Earrion, as'to think it a diminution of our Happinels, 'if we be 
not again yoked to numerically the ſame dead matter ; ſeemeth 
no leis.a Contradiction. to the Deſires of Nature, than to the 


Promiſes-of Scripture. This ſay ſome, will be the joy of the. 


Reſurrection, that the two Old Friends ſhall meet and Embrace 
each other: But a little Conſideration will anſwer, that ſuch a 
meeting would not be of old Friends, but of old Enemies. 
Either 
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Either the Soul ſhall at the ReſurreQtion have a Remembrance 
of her late dead Body, and the Old Converſation ſhe had with 
it, or ſhe ſhall #o: : IF ſhe ſhall zo?, then there can be no more 
Joy if ſhe meet the ſame Old Fleſh, than if all be New z bur if 
ſhe does'remember her old Mate, and her old Converſation with 
it; then muſt the remember all the Contentions ſhe had with 
it, all the Wounds ſhe received from it, all the Dangers which 
ſhe bardly eſcaped by watching againſt it ; and it ſeemeth very 
ſtrange that the Soul at-the ReſurreQtion ſhould find much Mat- 
ter of Joy in that Fleſh, as it's greateſt Friend, which did it's 


moſt, ant had not God's Goodneſs aſſiſted, would have prevail 


ed, to make the Reſurrection it ſelf infinitely miſerable. 


However, by our Preſent Thoughts let us judge of our Fu- 


ture. . 'Werejt put to our Ohoice, whether we would continue 
in the Same Fleſh, however exalted in Accidents, or tranſlated in- 
to a Body, which ſhould not have the leaſt Particle of that Fleſh, 
but ſuch Properties as ſhould Equal us with Angels; ſhould we 


ſo regard our Dead Senſeleſs Matter, as to make the leaſt diffi-- 
culty of Exchanging it to ſuch an Advantage? Our Matter feels 


no more than do our Cloaths, and our Souls in ſuch an Exchange, 
can feel nothing but Exceſs of Joy in her New Robes: ſo that 


from 7his Topick will ſpring no Neceſlity, that we ſhould be- 
 lieve what we cannot rejoyce in. | 


; TI. Another great Deſign of rhe Goſpel, or rather- the ſame 
in eftect, is this, That we may have Fellowſhip with GOD ; 
which St. Peter plainly paraphraſeth, ſaying, For this Rea- 
fon are given to us, exceeding great and precious Promiſes, that by 
them we may. be made Partakers of the Divine Natare. Simce 
therefore all the Force which rhe Promiſes have towards effe- 
aing this good End, is derived from the Joy which ſhall- reward 
them who are invited by ſuch Promiles to ſuch Godlineſs ; If 
we believe the Promiſes in ſuch a Senſe as maketh rhem moſt 
Deſireable,- we. thereby exerciſe ſuch a Faith, as is moſt Ser- 

N viceable 


£ 80 J 


viccable to that Adzquate End, for which the Promiſes are Gi- 
ven, and Faith Required. 

And the Difference in this reſpe& is ſo ſmall between the two 
Opinions, that no Conſidering Perſon will abate his diligence in 
God's Service, if he bclieve he {halt be bleſſed with a Body ſo 
Glorious, ſo Vigorous, ſo Every way better than ths, that he 
cannot have the leaſt Wiſh it ſhould be numerically the ſame. 

In- ſhort therefore, this is not Matter of Faith, but Curioſity, 
To believe, that the Faithful ſhall have a Reſurrection to Hap» 
pineſs, greater than they can as or think ; This is Mattter of 
Faith, becauſe our Lord himſelf hath made it ſo, declared it to 
be the very Reaſon of his coming into the World, and com- 
manded his Apoſtles-to preach it as his Goſpel. This if we ſo 
believe, as thence to proceed to the Apoſtles moſt Rational and 
Godly Inference, to be ftedfat and immoveable, alway abounding 
in the Work of the Lord, for as much as our Labour ſhall not be 
in vain in the Lord , we have then both Matter and Soul of Faith, 
and may ſecurely rely on God's Faithfulneſs to perform his Pro» 
miſe in the beſt Manner. | 


And now we have throughly diſſeted that half of the 
Goſpel, which filleth whole Libraries with Books of impertinent 
Subtilties. Whatever is diſputed concerning any Point of Re 
ligion, falſly ſo called, pretendeth to convince us of what we 
ought to. believe in, that Particular. But One or Two General 
Aphoriſms, diſcovering Why and How far Belief it ſelf is requi= 
red, as abſolutely neceſſary, will ſilence all thoſe endleſs ( eve- 
ry way endleſs) Diſputes. This ſo beneficial and neglected 
Work we have endeavoured. to perform, by laying open the 
whole Myſtery of the Goſpel: vzz. by Shewing, 

That its Buſineſs was to reduce the Fews from their Bondage 
under the Law of Moſes, and the Geytiles from: their infinitely 
worſe Bondage under the Worſhip of Devils, to the Service of 
God, by the free DireRions of their own Nature, aſſiſted by 


glorious 
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glorious Revelations. That to this end he ſent his only Begotten 
Son into the World ; teaching them that the beſt Service of God, 
conſiſteth in being /ike him; and for their Encouragement there« 
in, promiſing them upon Repentance, Pardon of Sins paſt, and 
Everlaſting Life. And becaufe thoſe Promiſes could no other- 
wiſe be eftectual, Faith muſt neceſlarily be called for, with im- 
portunity ſuitable, both to the Difficulties and Dangers which 
at That time encompaſſed it, and to the Serviceableneſs which 
at All Times accompanieth 1t. 

And ſince it is incongruous, that the Means ſhould be more 
difficult than the End ; it cannot be, that Faith ſhould be more 
above the Reach of an honeſt Mind, than the Holineſs to which 
it 15 Subſervient. 

The Goſpel was firſt preached to the Poor, and wherever it 
came, was firſt and beſt Entertained by Such: it's one Learn* 
ed Apoſtle renounced the Words which Man's Wiſdom teacheth, 
and fell into Jealouſftie, leſt his Diſciples Minds ſhould be corrupt- 


ed with Knowledge faſly Jo called : and whether he had Reaſon 
{oto do, will appear by our ext Enquiry. + 


i 


——_— 


E NQUIRY Il. 


What Changes or Additions latter Ages have made in Mattey 
of FAITH? 


'His we propoſed as a ſecond Enquiry: but it is not fo pro- 
4 perly an ENQUIRY as a Muſter; They. are/ fo Nuz 
merous and ſo Obvious, ſtand fo thick in our way, and fo juſtle 
us on every ſide, that it will not be difficult to Find them, but 
to Range them into Order. | *:1-cx43f1g | 

The General Change, which leadeth all the reſt, is the ; 
of its Place, It is unlinked: from:the Chaix wherein it/ is inefti- 
mably ſerviceable ; and treated in its fwg/e Separate EY 

2 


38-1 | 
if it were ſome precious Diamond, Valuable for Brightneſs, or 
ſome other irreſpeQive virtue of its own. 

We find our Lord Honour it, as the great King did Darel a. 
bove all his Princes ; we hear him declare, that himſelf came 
into the World to Advance it therein, we hear him promiſe it 
Eternal Life : We hear both Him and his Apoſtle make it half the 
Goſpel, we meet it in every page of the New Teſtament ; and 
upon fight of it's ſo great glory, we talk as St. Peter did, when 
confounded at the Brightneſs of our Lord's Rayment and Coun- 
tenance, he knew not what he ſaid. 

We conſider not, that two of the Reaſons which induced our 
Lord to lay ſuch weight upon it, are by his good Providence 
not only expired, but turned to the contrary point, andits noy 
Adequate worth is its Serviceableneſs. It may boaſt as did the 
Vine in Fotham's parable, of Chearing God and Man, but it is by 
its Wine, not by its Timber. 

This therefore is the Mother-Error, that whereas Faith is no 
better than a Retainer to Holineſs, it is placed in the Throne 
as an Independent Abſolute Prince. This I ſay is the Mother 
Error, and is Parent of two others : For it is thought to be a dv 
ty to ſuch a Prince, to make it as great as poſſible; x. By Er 
larging its dominions as far, and 2. By Exalting its Prerogative « 
high as can be; and ſo Truth is overdone in both. 


I. The Empire of Faith is Extended as far as poſſible ; not on) 
beyond its Proper bounds, but beyond All bounds whatſoeve: 
Brafidas, when asked how far the Territories of Sparta Reached, 
anſwered, as far as I can caſt my Lance ; and a Romaniſt, if as 
ed, how far matter of Faith is.Extended 2 Will anſwer, as fa 
as the Pope ſhall declare any thing to be de fide. And that thi 
may reach far and wide enough, the Schoolmen have imployel 
their inventions, to make diſcoveries of ſuch Queſtions, and er 
tangle them with ſuch ObjeQions, as may. ſeem Worthy an 
Neceſlary-to be defined. By this Art have we-gotten a vaſt Ar 
my of New DoQtines of Faith; and the Goſpel, of whoſe 3h 
| plicit 
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plicity the greateſt of the Apoſtles gloried, is becomea Science of 
all others molt perplexed. Our modern Theology hath ſo much 
more of Metaphyſicks than of the Goſpel, that in defiance to 
St. Pan], who declared that the light of the Goſpel was fo brighr, 
as not to be hid to any but fach as had their eyes blinded by the 
God of this World ; we may lay of it as Ariſtotle did of the ſcience 
into which it is moulded, zt zs ſo publiſhed as not to be publiſhed, 
ſince there is hardly a word in it, whoſe full meaning is through- 
ly underſtood. 

Where. the beſt eye can diſcover nothing but Limpid Liquor, 
the Microſcope findeth a multitude of little Animals ; and 
wherea plain underſtanding Apprehendeth a clear Truth, there 
a diſputatious Schoolman findetha multitude of littie Doctrines, 
as uſeleſs as thoſe Animals. The unhappy difference is, that the 
Microſcope pretendeth no more bur to ſpring Game: for -our 
Curioſity ; but the Schools impoſe their Dictates upon our Faith ; 
not only as Worthy to be Known, but Neceſlary 'to be Belie- 
ved. | 4 F<] 

It is not ſufficient for the Biſhop of Rome to ſet up for-an Ora» 
cle; he- pretendeth not only to Declare what is True, but to 
Change the very Nature of Truth, by making That matter of 


Faith,” which before was only matter of Cariofity; and there- 
by under the Title of Vicar of Chriſt, claimeth a power to de- - 


troy the Souls. for whoſe Salvation Chriſt died... :For whenever 


a new matter is made de fide, it is thereby made deſtruftive to* 


as many as cannot conform their belief to the Pope's judgment. 
Had it not been diſputed, it had .not had any need to be 
ſo defined ; and thoſe who before oppoſed ir upon what 


they took for Goog Reaſon, '-cannot -now find That Reaſon 


the weaker ; ſo the Fruit of the Deciſion is only This, That 
the belief which before was Innocent, is now become Dam- 
nable. pen he og 

They ſeem indeed ro make Ample Amends, by. the zwplicit 
Faith which they ſay will avail for the Common - people, . tx 
whom it ſhall be ſufbcieat to believe. as the Church believer?'; 


- 
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thongh they neither Underſtand, nor ſo much as Hear of any 
Articles of Faith; which by this Salvo are ſo far from being 
Multiplied, that they are Annihilated. 

But x. Where are we commanded to believe thus implicitly in the 
Church 2 and 2. What is ſucha Faith good for ? 

1. Where doth our Lord Require this implicit Faith in the 
Church 2 He ſaid indeed, as he had Reaton, Te believe in God, be- 
Lieve alſo in Me ; but where did he ſay? Ye believe in Me, bc 
lieve alſo in my Church. And 

2. To what purpoſe ſhould he ſo command > How is any Man in- 
ſpirited cc holineſs, by believing he knowet.: not what? What 
Fear or Love of God can be kindled, what Comfort or Joy Ad- 
vanced, what Motive to Godlinels Attuated, by ſuch an #xcer- 
tair ſound > Yea further, why mult the Church 1n General, be- 
lieve more than every Member in Particular ? 

We diſpute not about words, and therefore grant the Church 
to be the Paſtors but ſtill we ask, why is it Neceſlary even for 
Them, to believe more than our Lord himſelf Required ? If ſuch 
a belief be worth.a Command, ſhew us whercin that worth con- 
ſiſteth, and you will at the ſame time ſhew our Lord to be de- 
fective in Omitting ſuch a Command. But if it have in it no- 
thing worth commanding, then thole who impoſe it, do at once 
lavade our Lord's Legillative power, and Defeat his gracious 
Purpoſe, 'of ſaving all that beheve what/himfelf required 'to be 
believed. | TL RT | | | X 

It there beany thing yet more intolerable, This perhaps may 
be ſo, That thoſe who deny the Pope this impoſing Power, Af 
ſume it to themſelves. Feterodoxy with Them ſignitieth no leſs 
danger, than doth ZZere/y with the Papiſts. * They that want 
either Courage or Care to examin what they are taught, deny 
| uw to others; and as they believe without Reaſon, {o do they 
f Without Meaſure. 

. I fuch a Man light upon truth in every little Queſtion, he 
| uſt be yery happy, fince it is conteſted with, equal confi- 
; "Tee on either {ide , murually Condemning eath other as 

7 IM Heterodox, 
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Heterodox, when indeed both ſides are fo.; for - the word 
properly ſignifieth fuch as hold Other Opinions than the word 
of God hath Revealed, and ſuch cannot be matter of Dil- 
pute. T | 5:41: 


I . They whothus extend the Dominions, do alſo Exalt the 
Prerogative of Faith, above 1. Meaſare, 2. Holineſs, . 3. Charity, 
and 4, Reaſon, | 
. I. Thoſe who extend its Dominions beyoud its due Limits, do alſo 
exalt its power above Meaſure. I ay, thoſe who Extend its Domi- 
nions beyond its Due Limits: For within them we. readily. ac- 
knowledge it's power Abſolute, and all Obedience Due to it 
without reſerve. oil 9g PT” 

But the proper Dominions of the Faith;required by Univerſal 
Religion, exceed not this: one; propofitien,! that God cannot Lye. 
This is the Great Commandment of the Goſpel, and anſwereth 
to the great one of the Law.' As That ſaith thou ſhalt Love, 
ſo this faith, thou ſhalt Believe the Lord thy God with all 
thy Soul, and. with all thy: Might. This, as it is a Truth of 
infinite Certainty, ſo. mult. ix have, Abſolute Power upon our 
belief, as we found it to have ypon' Abraham's, in defiance to all 
Oppoſitions that mighr have been. made by Reaſon or Nature. 
And the Proper Dominions of the Faith Required in the Goſpel, 
exceed not theſe rwo Propoſitions, That: we believe Jeſus to: be 
the: Son of ;God, and that we ſhall have ar;Refurre&ion: by 
Virtue of his. | 

But there are other Truths, and thoſe Vertually included in 
Theſe Great ones ; the beliet whereof muſt be Meaſyred by the 
intereſt they may have in. the proper. Vertue of Faith, which we 
have found to be twofold.; 1. Ju{tice:ta God's Yeracity, 2. Ser- 
wviceableneſs to Piety. 

1. Some Doctrines are the immediate apparent Iſſue of thoſe 
great Truths, ſo plainly publiſhed in the Word of God, that he 
that runneth may read them. Others require cloſe Application, 
a good Eye, and perhaps good Art too. Muſt all theſe Do- 

| Ctrines, 


Arines, ſo Unequal in their Evidence, be received with Equat, 
and that Supream, Confidence ? 

If my Confidence of the Truth of the DoQtrine, equal my Eyi- 
vidence that it is God's Word,lI make full Payment of what is due 
to God's Veracity : But if 1 doubt whether that which you tell me 
is God's Word, be ſo indeed; This may be ſome defect of Juſtice 
to Your Veracity, but it can be none to God's. Convince me 
that God hath ſaid ir, and my Conhdence of the Truth {hall 
equal that ConviQtion; 7i// then, neither is God's Veracity, nor 
my Faith concerned. 

2. Another Worth of Faith is derived from its Serviceableneſs 
to that great' and good End, for the ſake of which, the Promiſes 
are given us. And are thoſe DoQtrines which are impoſed upon 
our Belief as de fide, all Equally, all Supremely, ferviceable to 


Holineſs'?* - Are not? ſome More, ! fome-Lels, nay moſt of them 


not at all ſo > And ſhall a Confidence equally Fruitleſs, Ground- 
leſs, and Boundleſs, 'be accepted for my Juſtification, beyond 
a leſs Confident, but more Fruitful Belief; yea or Doubt of a 


Propoſition, of which I have -no. better Reaſon'to believe that 


it cometh from God, but zhis, that you tell me fo? - 

In a Word, if for this end the Promiſes be given us, That by 
them we may be Partakers of the Divine Nature ( as St. Peter ex- 
preſly affirms) then he that receiveth them, and (which is more) 
he that reccivethany Other Truths, with ſuch an EffeQtual Faith, 
as. ſhall 'transform him thereinto, receiveth them with Confi- 
dence enough, 


II. Some exalt Faith above Holineſs, yea and againſt it too, 
Not only the thorough-paced Antinomians and Solifidians, but 

many others, who call themſelves Orthodox, finding no 1n- 
_ trinſick Worth, proportionable to the great Price at which they 
find Faith valued, Willfully or Haſtily overlooking its Relarion 
to Holineſs, borrow it a value from its Relation to: the Perſon of 
Chriſt, which no Chriſtian doubteth to be infinitely Valuable. 
Faith (ſay they ) is the hand whereby we Apply Chriſt to our 


elves ; 
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ſelves; and by this Application, Chrift is made Ours, and His 
Righteouſneſs imputed to us as if it were our own; and it Fuſtifieth 
wot by its Own Worthineſs, but by the Merits of Chriſt, which it 
layeth þold on and applyeth. 

Now if Holineſs of Life have any place among ſuch Dodtrines, 
Thanks mult be paid to God's over-ruling Grace, and the deep 
Impreſſions of Natural Religion, not to be defaced by any op- 
poſite Notions : For if Chriſt's Righteouſneſs be imputed to me 
as if it were mine own, what needI labour for any other? Will 
not all ſuch Labour be worſe than loſt > Will it not caſt:Diſho- 
nour upon Chriſt's Righteouſneſs as Inſufficient, and npon his 
Precepts, as Needleſs? Need I, Can I, be more righteous than 
Chriſt » ; 7 : 

And where (in the Name of Chriſt) where.do we in all the 
Book of God, or in Reaſon, meet any Intimation of this fine 
Doctrine of Application of Chriſt to.our ſelves, the hand of Faith, 
Tmputed Righteouſneſs, &c. We read indeed that Abraham's Faith 
was imputed to him for Righteouſneſs ; 'and 1o ſhall ours 'be:impa- 
ted tous, if we believe 'as He did: But ſtill it was Abrabaw's 
Own proper Faith, and not Anothers ; and that Faith was no leſs 
.Obedient than Confident. But what is that to Chriſt's Righte- 
ouſneſs imputed to us, and that only by virtue of laying hold up- 
on him- by an Application inverred?" Not by Applying. oor 
ſelves to Chriſt, conforming our ſelves to his Precepts and Ex- 
ample ; but Applying Him to'our ſelves, by meer” forceable 
laying hands upon him? Imputation of Chriſt's Per/ozal Righ- 
teouſneſs, we no where find in Scripture, either Phraſe or Thing : 
But the Imputation thereof, as to-its Effefs, to thoſe Believers, 
whoſe Faith hath produced in them. the: Fruit of Righteouſneſs, 
if it be ſincere, though ſhort of Perfe&t, is a Truth not to be 
queſtion'd. | 

Let us then, for Chriſt's ſake, apply our ſelves to him with 
all Aſſurance of his Power and Defire to fave us; - and let this 
Confidence deliver us up to an Abſolute Submiſſion to his Con- 
duct. But let us beware of truſting to _— __ Righteouſ- 


neſs, 
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neſs, without Real Holineſs; leſt we obtain only Imputed Sal. 
vation, and fall into Real Condemnation. And on the other ſide, 
let us beware alſo that we Rob him not of our due acknowledg. 
ments: for what the Apoſtle ſaith of Faith in the AbſtraR, is no 
leſs True of it in Conjun&tion with Holineſs. By Faith working 


by Love we are Saved, and that not of our Selves, it is the gift 
of God. 


IIL It is exalted above and againſt Charity, which it is it's 
Duty and Honour to ſerve. We have found one of the great 
Ends of the Goſpel to be the Advancement of the Divine life, 
whereof Charity is ſo great a part (if we may call it a Part) 
that however Great and Many things are ſpoken of Faith, 
Greater are ſpoken of Charity. The Apoſtle is Expreſs in giving 
This the Precedence, And now abideth Faith, Hope, and Chari 
ty, theſe three ; but the greateſt of theſe is Charity. More yet, 
he plainly declareth that Faith dependeth on it for its ſaving 
power, x Chriſt Jeſus nothing  availeth but Faith working by 
Love. And that this work:may reach not our Lord only, but 
-our Brother too, he Exhorteth the Ephefrans to it by This Ar 
gument, There is one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm. But Expe- 
rience too plainly proveth, that whatever force Z/nzty of Faith 
-may. have tor ©nity of Spirit .in the bond of peace, the ſame hath 
Multiplication of Articles 'of Faith, for dividing of minds by 
-Schiſms' and Feuds, For while the Chriſtian World had but 
eve Faith, their mutual. love was the wonder and Envy of 
their Enemies :. But from the time that it Received Additr 
onals, and every New DoQGtrine . became a New Religion, 
me Mutual Hatred of ſeveral: Sets hath been no /e/s won- 
derful. 

For ſo much greater regard hath every one for his Particu- 
lar Belief (which he calleth his Religion) than for that Gene- 
ral Faith wherein All agree ; that his Neighbors Diffent there- 
in, weigheth more Again#7 Charity, than his Agreement in the 
Greateſt Truths can do For it. wS 
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The good Emperors Argumerit was no leſs Unproſperous 
than Pious, whereby he endeavoured to cool the heat of the 


contending Parties, in the firſt and moſt Uncharitable diſ- 
pute that ever Rent the Chriſtian world. Philoſophers (faid he) 


. though in many things they Differ, yet while they Agree in the 


main, do not Hate one another for their differences in Few things, 
but Love one another for their Agreement in the reſt; and why 


fbould not We do ſo, who profeſs a more Loving Religion 2 If we 


ſeek the ſolution of this riddle only from the nature of Faith, or 
from Scripture: or. Reaſon, we ſhall never get fatisfation ; but 
as ſoon as we caſt our eye upon the Intereſts and Pretences' of 
the Church of Rome, we immediately meet it. For when 
DoQrines are Multiplied and Entangled, and men wheedled in» 
to apprehenſions that their Salvation dependeth upon their right 
belief in every one of them; They will they be glad to ſhelter 
their unſatisfied conſciences in 'the boſom of That Church, 
which promiſeth them ſafety. But if any be ſo bold as to 
queſtion 7hat Fundamental, and thereby ſhake: the Power and 
Greatneſs which is built upon it, however Slight the Matter of 
the Queſtion be, the very Queſtioning of the Churches Deter- 
minations is Damnable, the Man is an ZZeretick, and 'as'an Here- 
tick he muſt be handled. He muſt be caſt into the /rquifition, 
there he muſt languiſh in Darkneſs and Naſtineſs, in Hunger 


and Cold, and all kinds of miſery, until the ſeaſon come for an * 


AT of Faith: For by that Title they expreſs their Oyer and 7er- 
miner which is moſtly but 7riexnial. Then is the Wretch put 
upon his Trial, and if found guilty, he is arrayed in a Coat 
painted with fire and devils, wherein he is burnt alive, and the 
people are made to believe, that after death he muſt-ſuffer in 
Hell what is ſo Repreſented in his Coat, and Executed uponhis 
Body ; and.he muſt loſe what all -other Matefa&tors enjoy, the 
Charity of their Prayers. | | | 
This they call an 4 of- Fazth, and it is ſolemnly executed up- 
on as many as that Holy Court of Inquiſition can get into their 
Pounces. | | IP * Vo 
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God be bleſſed, T hoſe Curſt Cows have ſhort Forns ; That Court 
reacheth not all Countries, but the Uncharitableneſs of Rome 
doth. There is no Reproach fo great as that of Heretick : to 
be out of the Boſom of the Church, is to be out of Gods Fa- 
vour, he is hated of God, and mult be fo of all that love God. 

Such is the Effect of Multiplying Articles of Faith, in relation 
to Charzty. 

TV. Itis exalted above and againſt REASON; and ſo de- 
ftroyeth the Foundation whereon it ſelf is built. For we have 
found this to be the. Eſſential- Virtue of Faith, that it is Juſtice 
#0 God's Faithfulneſs ; and This is therefore moſt Juſt, becauſe 
moſt Reaſonable. | 

Nor is it leſs true in the Retai/: Nothing is to be believed 
further than Reaſon proveth it to be True. Our Lord himſelf 
appealed to it for the Belief which he required : He pleaded his 
Miracles for Evidence, and thence claimed Judgment. | 

Yea, thoſe who require us to renounce our Reaſon, appeal 
to it themſelves: For they pretend to give us reaſon why we 
ſhould renounce it, and ſo contradict themſelves no leſs than 
they do Reaſon. They: are indeed no better than the Ravings 
in Bedlam which we hear. It was a Caſt of Zertullian's Monta- 
niſm, which tranſported him into ſuch Extravagance as to ſay; 
Credo quia impoſſibile eſt. And the Author of Religio Medici, 
when he ſaid, There are not Contradiitions enough in Religion for 
an Aftive- Faith, might have remember'd, that exceſs of .Confi- 
dence in defect of Reaſon, is a certain Symptom of Madneſs. 

It is true, in all SubjeQs, in all Arts and Sciences, Reaſon is 
pleaded for Error ; but again it is confuted by greater Reaſon, 
as Stars are by the Sun, which baffleth and filenceth their weaker 

Light. | 
| blake believed in Hope againſt Hope. It appeared impoſli- 
ble in Nature, that J/aac ſhould be a Father after he was ſacri- 
ficed; but it appeared more impoſſible, that God ſhould lye, 
than that he ſhould do more than Nature. What I know to be 
the Word of God, I believe abſolutely, becaule I certainly know 
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God to be infinitely True; but that This is God's Word; and 


This the Meaning of it, I So far only believe; as I find Reaſon 
for it. For as in Juſtice to God's revealed Word, I am; bound 
to pay it my. utmoſt Belief, ſo in Juſtice to his Word written 
in my heart, I am to refuſe my Belief, till ſome Evidence make 
it appear due. 

You ſay, Religion hath Myferzes; let us therefore conſider 
what a Myftery 1s. In the Old Teſtament we find not the Word : 
in the New, we find it conſiſt of Two Parts, the One Open, the 
Other Secret. Sometimes it ſignifieth a Spiritual Truth wrapt 
up in a Senſible, thus the Union of Chriſt witk his Church, is 
a Myſtery contained in that of a Man with his Wife. Some- 
times a Truth hidden from ſome Ages; thus St. John decla- 
reth the Goſpel to have been hidden from the beginning, but then 
made manifeſt : Or from ſome Perſons, thus our Lord faid to his 
Diſciples, to you. is given to know the Myſteries of the Kingdom 
of God, but to others in Parables. 

And this is the moſt uſual Sence of the Word in Pagan Writers, 


and from them, with ſome other of their Conceits, Entertained _ 


by ſuch Ages of the Church as are held in great Veneration. 
The My/ta knew ſome Rules for Religious Worſhip, which he 
Learned from books locked up in Archzves, no not Acceffible to 
the People. The Fathers of the Chriſtian Church at firſt ſo imita- 
ted them, as to hide from the Catechumens the Rites of Sacra» 
ments, which from thence took the Name of rhe Myſteries ; 
and herein they were ſo Cautiousof Concealing the form of Ad- 
miniſtring the Euchariſt, eſpecially, that they durſt not commit 
the words to writing, ſo much as in a Letter to a Biſhop, leſt 
they might by ſome Accident fall into uncapable Hands. And 
After-Ages came cloſer up to their pattern, by telling the Laity, 
that implicite Faith in the Church mult ſatisfy them in Myſte- 
ries of Faith, 
' So the word plainly importerh two contrary AſpeQs upon 
two different Perſons ; Hid to the one, and open to the other : 
But that it ſhould at the ſame Time, and to the ſame Perſons, 
| be 
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be both Hid and Open, is more than a hidden Myſtery ; it is an 
open Contradiction ; and it is no leſs ſo, that I muſt believe what 
is perfetly hidden from my underſtanding, 

If the Goſpel profeſs it ſelf to be a Revealer of Myſteries, theo, 
totell me, that it concealeth ſome Truths as Myſteries, yet re- 
quireth me to believe them as revealed, this is noleſs a Calumny 
upon the Goſpel, than an abuſe of the Word. 

He that telleth the Laity, that they muſt be ſatisfied with im 
plicit Faith in the Church, ſpeaketh the Exa&t Language of fa 
Pagan Myſtagogue ; but a Faithful Preacher of the Goſpel 
muſt juſtify himſelf to his People in the Language of St. Paw 
to the Elders of Epheſus, 7 have kept back nothing that was profita> 
ble for. you. | 

Some may judge of ſuch a Church as boaſteth of Myſteries, 
by what is written in Rev. 17. and take That for a ſummary 
anſwer to our preſent Enquiry, concerning the Changes which 
Later Ages have made in the Faith and Church of Chriſt, viz. 
From ſimple Nakedneſs, to Gold, Purple, Scarlet, and Preci- 
ous Stones : From Plain Truth Preached and believed by the 
meaneſt, to Myſteries : From the moſt AﬀeRionate Love, to 
drunkenneſs with the Blood of Saints : From the Chaft Spouſe of 
Chriſt, to a great Whore aud Mother of Farlot. But what Truth 


may lie in ſuch a Cenſure, we may find more fully by our 
next Enquiry. 
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ENQUIRY 11.. 


What Damages or Advantages have enſued upon the Changes 
and Additions, which latter Ages have made in the Goſpel ? 
& Enquiry is double, and requires a Ballance, that in one 


Scale we may lay the Damages, in the other the Advan- 
ages, and fo weigh the one againſt the other. 
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Firſt then, we will conſider the DAMAGES, and Theſe 
in relation to Three SubjeQts ; 


I. To our Lord and his Goſpel. 
2. To Private Chriſtians in Particular. 
3. Zo the Chriſtian Church in General, 


I. Toour Lord's Honour, thele Changes bring as great Dama- 
goes, and inas proper a Sence, as any Contumelious DoAtrines can. 
They repreſent Him not as a Good and Wiſe Prince, whoſe Laws 
tend to the Happineſs of his People; but as a Capricious and hu- 
morous one, that without any other Motive, than his unaccoun- 
table Will, impoſeth a ſtupid Belief, of a Multitude of Imperti- 
nent and Incredible Propoſitions, Without, yea (ſome of them) 
Againſt all Reaſon ; without any other Fruit but (what he moſt 


hateth ) Strife, contrary to that Simplicity wherein the Goſpel 


glorieth, and whereby Piety and Charity are beſt promoted. 

In reference to the Animal Life, we find that he meaſureth 
to us Knowledge by our Needs. Though we can hardly know 
any thing to the bottom, yet we know Sufficient toan{wer the 
Requiſites of our Life. Thouſands of Years paſſed, before it was 
queſtioned, whether the Earth or the Sun move, and it is ſtill 
a Queſtion. The Diſcoveries of. the Teleſcope and Microſcope 
are new, yet do they both ſhew us admirable Things; oxe a 
Multitude of unthought of Stars ; the other a World of Wonder- 
fully pretty Beauties. And the many Diſcoveries which Aza- 
tomy hath lately made in our Bodies, do nor ſo much contri- 
bute to our Knowledge as our Wonder, and not at ail inſtru& 
us in the Operation of our Bodies on our Minds. The ſame 


Condudt is viſible, in reference to Spiritual Life : Our Lord hath 


plainly Revealed, and required us to Belief, what is ſufficient for 
the Divine Life ;. but in Queſtions no way ſerviceable thereto, 
innocent Ignorance, yea and Error, will no more deſtroy our 
Souls, than an Errour in Philoſophy will our Bodzes, | 

| But 
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But that he ſhould require Exa& and Confident Belief in eve- 
ry Queſtion, which a ranging Invention can ſtartle: that he 
ſhould by his Apoſtle require us, to Avoid fooliſh Queſtions, as 
knowing that they gender Strife,and yet to believe theTruth in eve- 
ry one of them; that to prevent our Miſtakes in ſuch forbidden 
Queſtions, he ſhould eſtabliſh an Oracle, which at pleafure might 
coin them into Articles of Faith : Theſe are ſuch contradictions, 
as among Themſelves, ſo to the Wiſdom of God, that no Er- 
ror can be more diſhourable to him, than ſo vilea concett of his 
Conduct. 

k further we deſcend to Particularsz take an Inventory of 
the thus impoſed New Articles of Faith, their irreconcileable op- 
poſition with the plaineſt Sence and Reaſon, their impudent 
pimping for the Prieſts intereſts, their Extravagant impertinence 
to any other end, ©; and then compare ſuch a Goſpel, with 
that Gracious one which our Lord and his Apoſtles Preached ; 
we ſhall find greater cauſe of wonder , that the Profeſlors of 
Chriſt's Religion ſhould ſo impudently corrupt it, thanthat God 
ſhould ſo change his Countenance toward it, as in our xtro- 
duftion we faw Reaſon both to Complain he hath done, and Juſti- 
fie his doing it. 

The Faith which at firſt prevailed over the World, was no 
leſs luitable to the Nature, than to the Needs of Mankind. That 


every Man needed a Mediator between a Holy God and himſelf, 


every Man's own guilty Conſcience convinced him ; that rhe 
Son of God came into the World to perform that Neceſſary Office, 
promiſing pardon and Everlaſting life to thoſe that would be- 
lieve in him as ſuch, was a Dodarine, ſo Eaſie to the Under- 
ſtanding, fo Welcome to the Deſires, and fo obligingly offered, 
that as ſoon as it courted the World, it won upon it. 

But had the Apoſtles brought the Modern Goſpel either to the 
Learned Greeks or rude Barbariazs, told them that God had 
{ent his Son into the World to fave thoſe that would believe, not 
only in Himſelf, butin his Vicar too; ſhould they then have 0- 
pened their Packs of impertinent Myſteries, declared that fome 
men 
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men thereto firſt Qualified by a few words, ſhould afterward 
by other fve words turn a Bit of Bread into the Body of God, 
which himſelf and others muſt firſt Worſhip, and then Ear, 
&c ; If ſuch ſtuff as 7his had been preached, and ſuch Credu- 
lity as cannot be juſtified from Folly, made the condition 
whereon men muſt hope to be juſtified from all their ſins ; 
what conſidering man would not rather ſtick to the Religion of 
his Fathers, whatever 1t were, than chavge it for one ſo much 
worſe? 

Yes ! ſuch a Religion muſt appear much worſe than any 0- 
ther; for the Apologiſts, who upon this Topick pleaded for the 
Chriſtian Religion againſt the Pagay, though they ſufficiently 
expoſed the Grols Follies of the Latter, yet could not charge it 
with ſo many and Groſs ones, as thoſe which ſwarm in that oze 
DoGtrine of 7ranſub/tantiation ; nor hath Mahomet among all 
his Whimſies any thing Comparable to it. | 

What wonder now, that the Goſpel cannot gain in any 
Country upon Heatheniſm, and hath loſt fo many to Mahumetiſm 2 
Yea, what wonder if in its own Bowels it ſuffer ſo much by 4- 
theiſm > What wonder that no Religion is ſo much peſtered by 
itas the Chri/t;an ; no Country ſo much as that, where this Q- 
racle hath its Seat ? 

When a Bold Perſon heareth his Teacher Avow, that it were 
as good be of no Religion at all, as of any other than That, of 
Whoſe corruptions he is convinced, his Luſts will ſoon per- 
{wade him to take the DoCtor at his word, and Reject All Religi- 


| on for the ſake of the Corrupt one. 


If therefore Heatheniſm, Mahumetiſm, or Atheiſm , be Ene- 
mies tothe Goſpel ; the Changes which Later Ages have made 
in it, muſt be imputed to their Authors, as ſo many High 
Treſpaſſes againſt it, and be Condemned in ſuitable Dam- 
ages. 


I I. As the Changes made in the Faith are diſhonourable to 
our Lord and his Goſpel, ſo are they Pernicious to the oy "{ 
P Chriſt, 
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Chrilt, both inits Particular Members, and its Publick Body as the 


Spoule of Chriſt. | 

r. They are Pernictous to Private Chriſtians, by Robbing them 
of much of that Happineſs which rhe Goſpel is deſigned to bring 
them, which we have found to be, r. The Partzcipation of the 
Divine Nature, 2. Fulneſs of joy. 

1. They Robgood Men of much of that Godlineſs, which o- 
therwiſe they ſhould have attained. The Apoſtle beſeecheth 
us as ſtrangers and Pilgrims, to Abitain from Fleſhly Luſts which 
War againſt the Soul, That War is made by Diverſion : Wine 
and Women take away the Heart; they divert the Soul, from La- 
bouring for the Divine Life, to wallowing in the Brutiſh. And 
were it poſſible to compute how much miſchief every luſt doth 
this way, we ſhould certainly find that no One, nor perhaps 
All together, would be found ſo Pernicious, as this One Luſt 
of Diſputing and Impoſing : For by This One, All the reſt are 
ſo far ſtrengthened, as our Forces are diverted from warring a- 
gainſt them. 

The more we Diſpute againſt our Brethren, the leſs we Dif- 
pute againſt our Lu/ts : That Ardor of Zeal, whichelle would 
have flamed up in Divine Love, mouldereth away in the black 
fmoaky heats of Bitter zeal. 

Very Happy ſure muſt the great Diſputers be, whoſe Luſts 
are ſo mortified, that they can ſpare fo much of their Time and 
Aﬀections, to be plaid away at impertinent Exerciſes : Or very 
Unhappy, if they waſte ſo much of them both, while their 


Luſts remain Unconfuted. Yea, they are Unhappy if, having |. 


baffled their Luſts, they loſe ſo much of Joy, and of Encreaſe in 
Godlineſs, as with the Same Labour, and infinitely Greater 
Benefit, they might have purchaſed by Devotion in God's wor- 
ſhip and ſervice. | 
The greateſt part of Mankind (we ſee) have not Souls large 


enough to entertain Both ſorts of Zeal: But look how much]. 


there is of Zeal for what they think Faith, againſt what they 
call Hereſy, fo much is loſt from Love of God and our Neigt: 
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bour, and from Reformation of the moſt mortal Errors of our 
Lives. | 

2. They Rob good Men of that Fulne/s of Foy which is the 
Deſign of the Goſpel. The wicked (faith the Prophet) are like 
the Troubled Sea which cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and 
dirt. Ifit be miſerable to be Tolled with Storms, then are dif 
putes 1n matters of Faith miſerably Pernicious ; not only by hin- 
dering Mens minds from Warring againſt the Luſts which raiſe 
thoſe Storms; but by Raiſing others no leſs Tempeſtuous, be- 
tween Faith impoſing things incredible, and Reaſon reſiſting ſuch 
Impolitions. 

Where 1s that conſidering perſon who eſcapeth thoſe ſtorms? 
There are that tell us ſtories of the Roman Prieſts themſelves, 
that they frequently confefs, that all their ftruglings cannot 
ſubdue their Reaſon to a Belief of the Doctrine of Tranſub- 
ſtantiarion, and that their Confeſlors alſo in Their turns 
confeſs the fame to their Confeſlors ; but cannot either Give 
or Receive ſuch Penance, as can remove the incurable evil. 
What conflicts muſt ſuch contrary Winds Neceſlarily raiſe 
in a Soul infinitely Deſirous and Equally Unable to believe. 

Moralifts promiſe us Peace and Joy if we ſubdue our Luſts. 
The Apoſtles upon better warrant make us the ſame Promiles. 
Alas! now we find Another, and that an Invincible Enemy, 
made of That very Friend, by whoſe help we were to have 
obtained That Victory. By help of good Reaſon, aſſiſted by 
God's Grace, we may ſubdue our Luſts ; but how ſhall we 
ſubdue our Reaſon, which as it is our own Nature, without 
which we cannot be Men, fo it is the Image of God, and like 
its Original, Immortal and Invincible 2 Mult we deface God's 
Image, that we may partake of his Nature? Fight againſt him 
in Effgze, that we may obey him in his Vicar 2 This were to 
Perform Cont::diftions that we may Believe them, and we 
{hall find the oe no leſs above our flrength than the ozher ; 
but atter all endeavours, either to Satisfy or Stupify our minds, 
we ſhall never be able to Qzet them. 


P 2 A 


a 


— ona 


[ 98 ] 

A hard Warfare indeed! Firſt, by our Reaſon we muſt fight 
againſt our Lefts, and then by Faith we mult fight againſt our 
Reaſon; which yer we mult find invincible, and fo the War def. 

crate. 

E Another, and no leſs unhappy War, do theſe additional Do- 
Arines raiſe toward our Brethren, whom they tempt us to. hate 
and perſecute, under pretence of anſwering Jude's Alarm, to 
contend earneſtly for the Faith. Something ot this we have ſeen 
under the conſideration, that Fazth zs exalted above Charity : 
And ſomething more we thall ſee in obſerving the Miſchief 
which accrue to the Church of Chriſt in its -ublick Capacity, 
To which therefore we haſten, without 'ſtopping at the mu- 
tual Enmities between Private Chriſtians, however viſible and 
lamentable, 


I1T. The next Subject of Damage is, the Church of Chriſt in 
its General Capacity ; and This indeed is concerned in all the reſt 
For the Community, which is the Catholick Church, is the 
Spouſe of Chriſt, whoſe Happineſs is the Adequate End of. the 
Goſpel ; whereof every Promiſe and Precept is employed as 1 
Means to ſerve it, and therefore whatever croflſeth this 
good Deſign, if it. come from our Lord, muſt diſhonour his 
Conduct. 

Again, the Catholick Church is a Body compa of /finglt 
Members, whoſe ſeveral Happineſs or Pain affeQerth the 
whole, 

Whether our Lord hath been faithful or defeQtive in his care 
for the Happineſs of every particular, and the whole Commu 
nity, how ſhall we examin ? If by his Own and his Apoſtle 
Precepts, no Religion-in the World could ever vie with the 
Goſpel, either in Precepts or Arguments for the deareſt Love, 
the greateſt Happineſs of the Church, as well Triumphant as 
Militant : If by the Prattice of its Profeſſors none ever ſtirred up 
ſuch mutual Quarrels among private Perſons, ſuch cruel Perſe 
cutions by Princes, ſuch bloody Wars between Nations. This 


ſheweth- 
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ſheweth the Condutt of the Diſputacious, as irreconcileable with 
the Deſign of the Goſpel, as are the Controverſies which they 
foment. 

Our Lord indeed appointed it for an Incendiary, but its 
Fires were to be thoſe of the moſt ardent Love: It is from the 
Corruptions of Later Ages , that rhoſe Lambent Flames are by 
bitter Zeal changed to Devokring Fires, Our Lord's great 
Apoſtle (aith,. That 1 Chriſt Feſus nothing availeth but Faith 
working by Love ; but his pretended. Yicar faith, Nothing a- 
wvaileth but Faith, working by Zeal ; and the beſt Zeal is the 
moſt bitter. 


The Armies which Blind Zeal raiſed for the recovery of | 


the Holy Land from /nfidels, have been diverted. by this 
Bitter Zeal, forthe Corrupters of the Chriſtian Faith, againſt 
the Oppoſers of thoſe Corruptions ; and Pardon of Sin promi- 
ſed to ſuch as ſhould loſe their Lives in ſo holy a Cauſe: 
Wherein how many have been deſtroyed, who can compute ? 
Some have done their Endeavours, who give” us this-Ac- 

COunt. | 
Of Albigenſes and Waldenſes ſlain Nine hundred thouſand. 
From thence to the Reformation no man hath ſer. down the 
Account of thoſe that have been cut off, partly by Fire, part- 
ly. by the Sword, partly by other Torments. From the be- 
ginning of the Feſuites, to the year 1580, in little more than 
thirty years, Balduinus noteth almoſt nine hundred thouſands 
put to death by the alone hand of the Executioner, The D. of 
Alva gloried in the ſlaughter of {x and thirty thouſands 1n Bel- 
gium only, in a few years.. YVergerius witneſſeth, That the 7u- 
quiſition, in ſcarce thirty years, conſumed a hundred and fifty 
thouſands by ſeveral kinds of Torments, We cannot ſtop our 
Ears or Eyes ſo hard, as to avoid the lamentable Sight and 
Complaint of our #ext Neighbours ſuffering (under him that 
calleth himſelf 7he moſt Chriſtian King, and glorieth in the 
Atchievement ) more than Any, yea, than All the Shy 
2hri- 


— GS at - 


RT eee ——_ 
at # . 


[ 100 ] 


"Chriſtians ſuftered under thoſe whom our Fathers called crue! 


Perſecutors, but this Compariſon will repreſent as mild 
Princes. 

Aſtoniſhment and Grief here ſtop us; we therefore turn to 
examine what weight the other Scale carrieth, 


IT. What Advantages do accrue by the Changes which Later 
Ages have made in the Faith of the Goſpel 2 


Here we muſt crave the grant of two Suppolitions : 


I. That the Clergy, in oppoſition to the People, and the Church 
of Rome, in oppoſition to all other Churches, is Chriſt”s Spouſe, 
and conſequently, what is gained to that Spouſe is gained to Chriſt 


himſelf. 


2. That the Temporal Advantages which accrue to that Spouſe, 
may be equivalent to the Souls which may be loſt to purchaſe 
then. 


Unleſs theſe two ſma/Z Conceſſions may be granted, we have 
not a word to ſay ; but if they be, That Church will ſhew ſuch 
Gains, as if they fall ſhort of the full value, yet ſhall be ſure 
to avoid the Complaint of David, that they ſe! God's People 
for nought, and take no Money for them, It is confelled, Mony in 
kind is not ſo properly the Gain made by this part of the Gof- 
pel, yet may it be redaced hither : For were not mens Under- 
ſtandings muffled by Implicit Faith, they could never be fo 
orofly cheated, as they are in the Doctrines of Repentance. 
But that Zouſe of Merchandiſe we may take another time to 
viſit ; at preſent we are in purſuit of a nobler Gain, Zoncar 
and Power ; and in theſe we ſhall divide the Gans as we did 
the Damages. For as in thoſe we con{idcred what accrucd to 
God, and what to Man ; {o in theſe we ſhall fee what 75 got- 
ter 
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ten to the Pope as Chriſts Vicar, and what to inferiour Prieſts as 
his Officers. 


T. The POPE, under the charaCter of Chri/t's Vicar,by Chan- 
ges and Additions made 1n the Faith of the Goſpel, hath gotten 
that boundleſs Honour and Power, to which he hath no other 
pretence. 

It is not a word or two of our Lord, ſtrained beyond the 
mind of the Speaker ; it is not his Paſce oves, or Tu es Petrus, 
that can move a ſerious man to any thing but aſtoniſhment at 
ſuch intolerable mpudence, as dares ſo to burleſque our 
Lord's words ; bur its the pretended zeceſity of an Infallible 
Chair, which hath advanced that Biſhop, not only above all o- 
ther Biſhops, but above all Princes in the World. 

For what can ſeta ſtand to that Power, which can impoſe 
upon mens Belief without bounds > What can make ſuch an 
exorbitant Power credible, if the Need appear not as great as 
the Abſurdity 2 And what colour of ſuch Need, if the Bounds 
of Faith he not enlarged, beyond thoſe narrow ones which our 
Lord hath ſer > But when matters of Belief are fo multiplied, 
that it is impoſſible for a man of ordinary buſineſs in the World, 
not only to underſtand them, but even to number them ; when 
in moſt of them, ſometimes Two, ſornetimes More Parties, con= 
tend with equal confidence, and can be brought to no other 
Agreement but in This, that they cannot be too zealous for 
the truth ; What is zhzs but a ſtate of War between «the Diſpu- 
tants, and of Doubts in the by-ſtanders? And how can Peace be 
obtained without a /zving Arbitrator ? 

Thus the diſputacity of Doctors made an Iniallible Chair ap- 
pear neceſſary, and thoſe who fit in-that' Chair, have: fo tar 


made ir Infallible, as to determine what is moſt advantageous 


to themſelves ; for they have thereby gained Honour and Pow- 
er, Boundleſs as their matters Of Fazzh, and Incredible as their 
Myſteries, 


Their 
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Their. (a) Canon-Law declareth and pretendeth to prove from 
Gen. 1, That the Pope is as mich greater than the Emperor, as the 
Sun is thin the Moon, and (b) ſo much better than other Kings, as 
Gold is better than Lead. This is modeſt, if their power in im- 
poling Faith, be more Arbitrary than that of Emperors and 
Kings in impoſing Taxes. 

T heir Supremacy over other Biſhops is Derived from the ſame 
fountain. The fame unhappy Controverſy which made others 
Diſputacious,made the Biſhop of Rome Supreme. The gain that he 
made of the Entertainment, which he ſo often gave to Athana/tus 
and his Party, was this: He thence took advantage to claim a 
Negative in Comncils, and afterward the Sole Power of Determin- 
ing Controverſies ot of Council. And how much he muſt be 
above the reſt of Mankind, who is ſo much above all other-Bi- 
ſhops, we may to our Admiration Compute by the next part of 
our Enquiry, vzz. the Gain of the Prieſts. 


I IT. The PRIESTS have Exalted themſelves above the Peo- 
ple, as much as the Pope above all Princes and Biſhops. That 
they might keep the Laity at the greater diſtance, they have dou- 
bly abuſed them ; firſt by Multiplying and Entangiing the Do- 
Qtrines of Faith, and then by witholding the Light that ſhould 
clear them: Ar the ſame time Swurfeiting them with a glut of 
DoCQtrines, and Starving them with a famin of the Bread'ot Life. 
So the Goſpel is to them both kinds of Wilderneſs ; Bare as the 
ſands of Africk (without Path or Landmark) for want of Scrip- 
ture ; yet thick-wooded as the hills of Zeilar (whoſe buſhes none 
can creep through) by multitudes of Doctrines. So that thoſe 
whom Education hath enabled to underſtand the Language 
wherein the Scripture was written, find Scholaſtick Divinty ſo 
overgrown with briars, that they think it Better, (and are wil- 
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ling to believe thoſe who perſwade them ſo) to lie in Eaſe and 
Ignorance, taking Images for their Books, and Prieſts for 
their Oracles, than tire themſelves with ſuch Entangling Stu- 
dies. 

Yea, which is yet more intolerable, they keep the people ig- 
norant, not only of God's word to Them, but of their Own to 
God , locking up their own publick Prayers in the ſame un- 
known Tongue with the Scriptures. /gnorance (ay they) is the 
Mother of Devotion : 1t 1s fo, but of Devotion toward the Prieſt, 
not toward God ; for where there is no Light in the Under- 
ſtanding, what Heat can there be in the AﬀeQtions 2 What 
Devotion without Love, and what Love without ſome Know- 
ledge of the Object ? St. Fohn telleth us, We love God becauſe 
he loved us firſt, but then he ſuppoſeth we know it. St. Fames 
requireth, that we pray i# Faith, but he ſuppoſeth, we Know 
what weask. Bur if I depend upon the Prieſt, both for God's 
word to Me, and Mine to God, what is he leſs than God's Ora- 
cle, and how much more than My Mediator 2 And upon ei- 
ther Office, the claim that he maketh to my greateſt Reverence, 
will then be as Juſt as it ſeems Inſolent ; which that it do's, ſuffi- 
ciently appears by theſe their Demands. 

Staniſlaus Onicharius ſaith, that a Common Prieſt is as much 
better than a King, as a Man is better than a Bea#t , yea further, 
that as far as God Almighty doth excel a Prieſt, ſo much doth a 
Prie#t excell a King. (a) 

Lay-men (faith Gaſp. Schioppius) are Aſſes, Mules, or Hor- 
ſes; the Romaniſt a Tame Aſs, the Heretick a Wild one. (b) Ca- 
tholick Kings are the Leading-Aſſes with Bells : Reges Catholiei 
ſunt Afi cum tintinnabulo. 

Thank them heartily ! We Zereticks are the wiſer, that keep 
our ſelves W1ld, as they call it, that is, Free as Nature made us ; 
not ſuffering our ſelves to be Saddled and Laden with Burdens, 
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(b) Ecclefaflicus cap. 147. 
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(a) Chimera. fol. 97. 
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whereof we know nothing but the heavireſs; driven we know 
not whither, nor why, and laſhed by inſolent Maſters. Such uſage 
is enough to make thoſe turn Wild, whom Education hath 
Tamed. 

We have a Saying, That if the Forſe knew his own ſtrength, he 
would not Endure ſuch Vſnage : But what hittdereth us from know- 
ing the ſtrength of our owa Minds? We have the ſame Scripture, 
that our Maſters have, and the ſame Faculties by which to un- 
derſtand it ; and we may have more Certainty of our own Sin- 
cerity than we can have of theirs: What hindereth us then from 
taking the Bleſſed King's Advice, Not to take our Religion from 


u%) other Men's Traditions, but from oar own FTudgments v» 


If we can have the boldneſs to believe, That nothing can be 
matter of Saving Faith, but what the Author of our Faith made. 
fo; & that the Scripture hath faithfully informed us of what he 
faid in that great Point; we may ſoon know our ſelves to be 
no leſs, to all defirable purpoſes, infallible, than the Pope pre- 
tendeth to be. And if we ſhake off the loads which. our Luſts 
impoſe, as well as thoſe which the Schookmen do, we may en- 
joy that True Liberty, whereof our Redeemer faith, JF the 
Son. make you Free, you ſhall be Free indeed. 
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The CON CLUSION. 
HE End of all is to determin between Faith and Charity, as 
our Lord did between God and Czfar : Give unto Faith the 
things that are Faith's, and to Charity the things that are 
Charity's : To Faith its due Bounds, and to Charity its due Bound- 
leſneſs ; to Faith the Praiſe of a good Servant, and to Charity the 
Honour of a good Lord ; 1s Faith the Power to Advance Love, but 
not to Diminiſh it. 
That it is ſerviceable to Advance Love, we ſee by the Apoſtle's 


Argument, Eph. 4. 5. where he Exhorteth to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of Peace, upon this account, There is One 


Lord, One Faith, &c. That it may be abuſed to the Prejudice of 


Love, appeareth from the warning he gave to Timothy, to Avoid 
Foolith and Unlearned Queſtions , knowing that they gender 
ſtrife : And we ſhall know how to diſtinguiſh the Queſtions which 
we muſt Avoid, from the Faith, for which $t. Jude Exhorteth us 
earneſtly to Contend, if we take a Survey of that Theological Terra 
del Fuego, whereof ſo much is ſpoken and ſo little known, but Smoak 
and Fire : Smoak from that multitude of Ygeſtions, which the 
School-men have raiſed from almoſt every clauſe of Scripture, 
thereby bringing Darkneſs out of Light ; and Fire from that inmmb- 
derate heat,” wherewith ſome mens Zeal perſecuteth thoſe who differ 
from them in certain beloved Opinions, as. if they denied the Faith. 
Where the Apoſtle Preſſeth, to being of the ſame mind ; and to 
ſpeaking the ſame things, &c. Fe could have no other meaning 
than what is. contained in his now mentioned Exhortation, to the 
keeping of the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. For 


| «s ſameneſs of Opinion, 24 all points relating to Religion 3s Unne- 


cetlary, ſo is it impoſſible. 7 is inthe Power of any Diſputacious 
Perſon to Raiſe Doubtfull Queſtions, and ſuch as the Apoſtle Ad- 
viſeth to the avoiding of, as knowing that they gender ſtrife; 
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-0r are naturally apt ſo to do. But if Men will not avoid ſuch 


Queſtions, *zis not impoſiible zo avoid the ſtrife ; but difference in 
Opinion may be ſo Managed, as to be like Deſcant upon the ſame 
Ground, or one Harmony in many different Notes. Thoſe who 


would have us ſpeak the fame things on doubtful Queſtions, would | | 


make the Church like that which Geographers call The Country of f 


Parrots. 


The School-men made it their firſt work, to reduce the Sayings 


4 the Fathers to Sentences ; and thyſe Sentences they Confirmed 


y ſeveral Articles. Their Determinations muſt be received with 


ſuch Profound Submiſſion, that it muſt he Herely to vary even from 
their Words. 


So that all others muſt be Parrots to them, as they 
were to the Fathers. This held, till ſome of Larger Spirits ad- 
ventured to take notice of many Groſs and Scandalous Impoſiti- 
ons. , From thele they Reformed ; and the reſt were Reduced to 


Syſtems, which have been Received with ſuch Abſolute Belief, that 
to be Heterodox was &'ne as Criminal, as to be Heretical ; and (0 


we muſt be as much Parrots to the Syſtematical Writers, as they 
were to the School-men. Were this the Worft, it might be the 
more Tolerable : For to talk after our Teachers, without under- 


ſtanding what we ſay, may not be ſo great a Miſchief as it is a 
.Shame. A Parrot, tho he be good for little, is a Harmleſs Bird, 


But the miſery of it is, that thoje who are Parrots to their Teach: 
ers, muſt: needs be Vultures'avd'Birds of Prey to Others, who can- 
not ſpeak as they do. They firſt Caſt off Flumanity towards them- 
ſelves, and then towards their Neighbours. What 7s it lefs tha 
Caſting off Humanity, when we Un-man our ſelves, by depoſing and 


laying aſide our Reaſon ? And when we have thus dealt by our- Þþ 


ſelves, what can Stop us from Endeavouring to do the ſame by Q- 
thers? To love our Neighbour as our ſelves, 7s the ſecond 
great Commandment ; and it looks like pure Love to his Soul, 
to ſeek to bring him into ſuch a Belief, as we have thought neceſſary 
for the Salvation of our own $ ouls, 

And the Remedy requires the fame Methed. That Proverb, 
Charity begins at Home, muſt here be verified, For until we 
allow 
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allow our ſelves the free uſe of our Own Faculties, as we ſhall be- 


lieve without Reaſon, ſo ſhall we without Meaſure ; both in Reſpect 
of the Truth, and the Neceſſity of Dofrines. But if we do our- 


'} ſelves the juſt kindneſs, to uſe our own 4p in Examining, firſt 


in General, why Belief it ſelf is Required ; and then in Particus 


' lar, what intereſt this or that Dottrine hath in that General End, 


| ; which all Belief is 70 Serve ; we ſhall then quickly and clearly diſco- 


ver, how Weighty the things are in which we Agree, and how 
Light thoſe wherein we Ditter : 4nd Conſequently how great are 
our Obligations to Charity, and how flight our Temptations to the 
Contrary. And every good Chriſtian will then find himſelf at 


I. liberty, to Enjoy that Peace of God, which paſſeth all Under- 


ſtanding. 

To theſe and Other good Ends, how ſerviceable the foregoing 
Leaves may be, depends upon the Bleſſing of the God of Love and 
Peace, to whoſe Grace 1 Commend the Reader. | 
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